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Journal Editorial - November 2023

Mark Blackham

elcome to the Novem-

ber 2023 edition of the
Urantia Association’s Journal,
a publication dedicated to the
thoughts, observations, and
experiences of Urantia Book
students from around the
world. Our contributors explore a wide range of
topics related to the teachings of the book, all of
which demonstrate an extraordinary diversity of
thought and a spirited unity of purpose.

Our first article, “Urantia — Is It a New Reli-
gion?” by Peep Sober brings up a question often
asked by Urantia Book students and others. Peep
recognizes there is an air of subjectivity to this
question, depending on the individual and their
experiences. Nonetheless, he drives home the
point that both The Publication Mandate and The
Urantia Book itself, promote a new religion, in
particular, the religion of Jesus. But changing re-
ligion is not about forming a new church with a
rigid set of beliefs, various clergy, or a claim to
ecclesiastical authority.

Our second article is “Spiritual Practices — an
Invitation to Intimacy with God” by Robert Co-
enraads. Robert suggests that most people do
not want their beliefs to be limited to any partic-
ular creed and that the personal religious experi-
ence advocated in The Urantia Book, with its
open-minded and intimate approach, is the best
way to engage in meditative exercises. Robert
points out that Eastern religions offer a very
practical set of meditation practices and ideas
that are useful to Urantia Book students. He
compares these to some Judeo-Christian rituals
and practices before delving into an exploration

of the techniques suggested in The Urantia Book,
namely meditation, prayer, and worship.

In the next article, Phillip Marriott addresses
“Unity — Harmony Within Diversity of Experi-
ence and Belief.” More specifically, he looks at
ways to encourage spirit unity among all believ-
ers. Phillip tells us of his encounter with an ar-
gumentative individual as a means to address
solutions. Rather than taking a defensive stance
with our beliefs, Phillip encourages us to look at
the way Jesus approached differences of opinion,
such as working through common ground and by
embellishing the truth in others’ beliefs. The
spirit unity of Jesus is best summed by the state-
ment that “The unity of religious experience...
derives from the identical nature of the God
fragment indwelling the individual.” But as
Phillip says, “it’s only going to work in an envi-
ronment of co-operation in which there is a
willingness to have peace and harmony.”

Our fourth article is “Urantia’s Unrevealed Des-
tiny” by Neal Waldrop, who tackles the need for
progressive changes in Urantia civilization and
suggests methods by which these changes could
be implemented. The revelators tell us that
“Urantia society can never hope to settle down
as in past ages,” and that it will, in fact, take a
millennium for this to occur. This change, how-
ever, will require the religion of Jesus as a force-
ful and stabilizing influence.

Neal points out that Jesus, the Melchizedeks, and
the angels are all concerned with the progressive
growth of civilization on Urantia and suggest
several ways it could be improved. His project,
“The Global Endeavor” is intended to address
ways to improve society. As a working model, he
advocates using the organizational structure of



JOURNAL

Urantia Association International

November 2023

the master seraphim of planetary supervision,
thereby dividing our activities into twelve
groups, each of which addresses ways to improve
particular areas of social life. As to how these
groups will function and succeed, much depends
on the insights given by Jesus, particularly while
on his Mediterranean tour and during his cara-
van trip to Urmia. Neal contends that enacting
these changes will require innovators and origi-
nal thinkers who can actually change the rules of
society.

Our final article, “Our World Is Made of Force
Fields” by Antti Roine, diverges from the spiri-
tual and social themes of the preceding articles
by taking a turn to the material realm. Antti sug-
gests that much of the physical world around us
is permeated with empty space, as is the entire
universe. But within this “empty” space there
are a number of force fields that have different
effects on matter. Antti posits that science
knows little about either the nature of matter or
the force fields acting within it, and that much of
accepted science is a belief system in itself.
Based on the teachings of The Urantia Book, Antti
reminds us that, “From the perspective of philo-
sophical idealism, reality is ultimately spiritual
in nature, and the materialistic world is only a
shadow of the spiritual world.”

Urantia - Is It a New
Religion?

Peep Sober, Estonia

Image by Ri Ya

few years ago, in a census held in Estonia,
Aabout 30 people indicated Urantia as their
religion. I have never called the Urantia teach-
ings a religion, even though they are religious in
content. Some consider it an organized religion.
But do we have such a religion?

Religion can be viewed both from the inside with
some preconceptions about everything that fol-
lows, and it can also be viewed from the outside
without special preconceptions. I don’t try to
find supporters for any point of view. These are
just my personal views from the outside today.
Maybe tomorrow I'll think a little differently,
that’s natural because we all evolve and there-
fore change. No doubt, I have internal views as
well, but they are not very important in this case.
Therefore, I deliberately leave them aside.

The book reveals:

The true perspective of any reality problem—
human or divine, terrestrial or cosmic—can
be had only by the full and unprejudiced
study and correlation of three phases of uni-
verse reality: origin, history, and destiny.
19:1.6 (215.3)

I use this method to understand the present

Urantia movement, especially its connection
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with religion. First, let’s consider how Christian-

ity became a new and powerful religion:

Christianity came not merely as a new reli-
gion—something all the Roman Empire and
all the Orient were waiting for—but as a new
order of human society. And as such a preten-
sion it quickly precipitated the social-moral
clash of the ages. The ideals of Jesus, as they
were reinterpreted by Greek philosophy and
socialized in Christianity, now boldly chal-
lenged the traditions of the human race em-
bodied in the ethics, morality, and religions
of Western civilization. 195:0.3 (2069.3)

The word “religion” itself has a Latin origin,
where it meant respect for what is sacred, rever-
ence for the gods, or moral obligations, among
other definitions (Online Etymological Dictio-
nary). But The Urantia Book authors use the word
with different meanings. Followers of Eastern
religions don’t use the word so much. For in-
stance, some say that Buddhism is not a religion
at all, it’s a way of living. It all depends on what
we mean by “religion.” I try to use the word as it
is used in The Urantia Book and as generally used
in the West.

William S. Sadler mentioned:

We were enjoined to refrain from discussing
the identity of the contact personality and af-
ter the publication of the book, to make no
statement at any time as to whether the ‘sub-
ject’ was still living or was deceased. ... Our
troubles will be greatly lessened if we avoid
all discussion of the origin of the book. We
should be determined to know but one thing
— the soul-surviving message of the book.
(The Plan for The Urantia Book Revelation by
Carolyn B. Kendall — member of Forum
1951-1956, wife of Thomas A. Kendall, Uran-
tia Foundation president 1973-1983.) !

Consequently, I don’t discuss the identity of this
individual. I am only looking at the Urantia

movement that arose after the book was pub-
lished and its connection to religion.

We know that in April 1955, William S. Sadler, Jr.
presented The Timing of The Urantia Book, which
was later known as The Publication Mandate.

You will doubtless live and die without fully
realizing that you are participating in the
birth of a new age of religion on this world.

You must again study the times of Jesus on
earth. You must carefully take note of how the
kingdom of heaven was inaugurated in the
world. Did it evolve slowly and unfold natu-
rally? Or did it come with sudden show of
force and with spectacular exhibition of
power? Was it evolutionary or revolutionary?

You must learn to possess your souls in pa-
tience. You are in association with a revela-
tion of truth, which is a part of the natural
evolution of religion on this world. Over rapid
growth would be suicidal. The book is being
given to those who are ready for it long before
the day of its worldwide mission. Thousands
of study groups must be brought into exis-
tence and the book must be translated into
many tongues. Thus will the book be in readi-
ness when the battle for man’s liberty is fi-
nally won and the world is once more made
safe for the religion of Jesus and the freedom
of mankind.

Pato-Birmingham

When I first read The Publication Mandate, these
words were authoritative. The book influenced
the birth of a new age of religion. But is our
world safe now? Not at all! We have had several
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years of war in Europe, and we don’t see the end
in the near future. The leader of our neighboring
country (Russia) has an arrest warrant issued
against him by an international court because he
and many others have been charged with war
crimes. This has not happened before during the
long history of Europe. Is such a system sustain-
able where we have war crimes, occupation and
so on? First, we should not be naive peace seek-
ers. True peace can only come with spiritual
achievement, which is when people no longer
want to establish themselves in a violent way.
However, our civilization still has a long way to
go.
A lasting social system without a morality
predicated on spiritual realities can no more
be maintained than could the solar system
without gravity. 195:5.9 (2075.12)

I lived most of my life in the Soviet Union, and I
cannot say that there were any spiritual realities
in that system. Most of us knew that this
wouldn’t last long and we were right. If you look
at the world today, especially Europe, such vio-
lent adventures have little hope of succeeding. As
already stated in the Book of Daniel and men-
tioned also in The Urantia Book, the Most Highs
rule in the kingdoms of men.

The Urantia Book is a book about religion, it’s not
a science book. But what kind of religion can
arise from the book? Part IV represents the reli-
gion of Jesus, but it’s not in connection with any
Christian view or organized Christianity. But that
does not mean that Urantia Book readers cannot
be Christians.

According to the former forum member, Car-
olyne B. Kendall, there were several such in-
structions for starting the Urantia movement,
but they were not included in the book. She
wrote:

The original messages, which outlined the
plan, were not published as part of the reve-
lation and would eventually be destroyed. The

former Forum members who became Broth-
erhood leaders and Foundation trustees car-
ried on knowledge of how the revelation was
to progress.

The plan was never presented as a 1-2-3 list-
ing of do’s and don’ts. If one is discerning,
facets of the plan will emerge, just as they
dawned upon each Forum member and
Brotherhood leader. As was true in past reve-
lations, in the realm of revelatory planning,
timing is everything.”

Why were these original instructions ignored?
Perhaps it was wise to have no proof of this and
thereby limit our human choices, or perhaps
these organizations must grow under their lead-
ership’s own wisdom. I suggest that the authors
of the book influenced the Urantia movement in
the beginning but later on wished to see it from a
distance. There is also one more reason. “It was
the design of our unseen friends to prevent the
appearance of an ‘Urantia Apocrypha’ subse-
quent to the publication of The Urantia Book.”

Later on we read:

It was inevitable some sort of fraternal orga-
nization would grow out of the teachings of
The Urantia Book. All interested persons could
see that the Urantia teachings were opposed
to the sectarianism of Christian believers. It
was clear that it was not the purpose of the
Urantia Revelation to start a new church.
(William S. Sadler, M.D., contact commis-
sioner. History of the Urantia Movement, ca.
1966.) 3

A new church is an interesting idea. Why not
have some kind of church? We haven’t done that
in any country as far as I know. I think it was a
wise decision not to have a church for the Uran-
tia Movement. First of all, it would be one
church or sect among many others. Second, a
certain clergy would inevitably arise to perform
religious ceremonies and establish their spiritual
authority. Of course, this would be an opportu-
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nity for charismatic preachers to emerge, and
several papers speak of such dangers. We can
read from Bill Sadler’s Triennial Report, January
20, 1958: “There are three main differences be-
tween the Brotherhood and a typical church: we
claim no spiritual sovereignty; we claim no ex-
clusive path to salvation; we claim no ecclesias-
tical authority. So long as we do not claim any of
these things, we can hardly become a church.”*
And there are more negative consequences with
organized religion, as we can glean from the
book.

Organizations are necessary to organize readers’
activities, such as the support of study groups,
the organization of seminars and conferences, as
well as the maintenance of websites. But study
groups are autonomous in the Urantia move-
ment, they are not part of reader’s organiza-
tions, that is, they do not belong to the hierar-
chical structure of the organization. But are
these organizations religious? They are social
types of organizations and that is how it has
been with the Urantia Association International
so far. In my opinion, social organizations pro-
vide more freedom for interpretations of The
Urantia Book. If we have religious organizations,
then we have to believe in something. Therefore,
there is a need for creeds and members will have
fixed religious concepts.

What does religion look like from a theological
viewpoint? The Urantia movement can be seen
as religious in nature, although it has not formed
a church. As I understand it, it is considered by
theologians to be a new type of religion. Their
understanding is that spiritual movements are
also religious.

On March 7, 1955, William S. Sadler. Jr. distrib-
uted a memo addressed to the Executive Com-
mittee of Urantia Brotherhood, with copies
placed in each committee secretary’s notebook.
Again, the paper was adapted from written com-
munications and was read to the Forum. It was

entitled Some Problems Confronting a New Reli-
gious Organization, and opened with:

Create an organization which will organize
the least and thereby prevent all other orga-
nizations with their tyranny and disgrace and
their disrupting influences.... That organiza-
tion is best that coordinates most while it or-
ganizes least. °

There is always a danger of being too intel-
lectual and less spiritual when it comes to any
kind of organization. But a religiosity which
is natural and spontaneous is much better
than an organized one.

It’s good to compare the Bible and The Urantia
Book. Sometimes people ask, why replace the
Bible with The Urantia Book? First, we don’t do
that. And second, it’s fashionable these days to
say I’m spiritual, but not religious. The same
could be said about the Urantia movement in
general.

In conclusion:

The Urantia Book is religious by nature, but the
authors’ aim was not to establish a new religion
named Urantia. However, if someone wants to
see the Urantia movement as a religious one,
why not? It’s their own decision.

References

1-3, 5. https://squarecircles.com/wp-content/
uploads/2018/08/PlanForUrantiaBookRevelation.pdf

4. https://archive.urantiabook.org/archive/history/
doci54.htm
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Spiritual Practices — An
Invitation to Intimacy With
God

Robert Coenraads, Australia

An Experiential Exploration of
Relaxation, Meditation, Prayer, and
Worship and Its Benefits to Soul, Heart,
Mind, and Body

(Transcript of a presentation given at the 2022
Tasmanian Conference)

11 formal religions and
Aindividual spiritual pil-
grims have at their heart a
basic desire to connect or be-
come one with a greater good.
It lies somewhere at the core
of their belief system, per-
haps smothered by a greater or lesser number of
ritualistic practices.

Western religions appeal to the intellect and
promote desirable moral practices through ex-
amples given in the scriptures. Outsiders, and
members of the church, often complain that, try
as they may, it really doesn’t seem there is any-
one listening “up there” as the realities and
stresses of day-to-day living become increas-
ingly complex and difficult to manage.

Eastern traditions teach practical techniques for
clearing the mind, to be present and aware, and
simply to listen. These highly effective tech-
niques have made their way to the West and de-
veloped into various forms of meditation that
have been scientifically demonstrated to achieve
results.

Indian philosophy speaks of everybody being an
individual “Self” making up a part of a greater
whole. It calls the Self “Atman” and the Supreme
Self “Param Atman” of which every individual is

a part. This concept is much akin to the Holy
Spirit of the Bible or that of the evolving
Supreme Being of The Urantia Book. Supreme or
Universal is a good name to use, particularly as
such a term does not align itself, or show prefer-
ence for, one religion’s terminology over an-
other, yet embodies the concept that each reli-
gion’s preferred name for its own deity also im-
plies universality and supremacy. The funda-
mental premise is that we are all part of the
Supreme and that the Supreme resides within us,
and that we all seek permanent and infinite
union with this Supreme.

Tools to Enjoy a Religion of Personal
Experience

Image by Barbara Jackson

Most religions have volumes of scriptures and
collections of secondary writings by their most
respected masters, adherents or disciples. But at
the very heart of their teachings, is cultivating a
relationship of love, respect, or worship for a
Universal Supreme who resides within, or per-
meates and binds, all humanity, as one. How-
ever, adherents of traditional religions are usu-
ally required to believe their specific scriptures,
often to the exclusion of others, and to faithfully
follow their creed. Most intelligent individual
spiritual seekers find this off-putting, and really
desire nothing more than to discover and partic-
ipate in a religion of personal experience.

Blind faith can be hard for some, but a religion
based on personal experience goes far beyond
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that. It is something that is actually felt or expe-
rienced within the self. It is based on actual feel-
ings of happiness, joy, or love that are personally
experienced when one acts or thinks in a partic-
ular way, or interacts with others in a particular
way, or, perhaps, interacts with the Universal
Supreme in a particular way. It is a relationship
in which you don’t have to believe, you simply
have to feel and experience it personally. The
Universal Supreme is known by many different
names, be it Allah, Yahweh, Almighty, God or
simply Father, but any thoughtful person knows
them to be one and the same, and a religion of
personal experience allows direct access to the
vast storehouse of love emanating from that
Source who, in fact, resides within each of us,
waiting to be discovered, tapped, and shared.

Communication with the Universal Supreme is
not experienced in the mind, which is the usual
space in which we operate on a day-to-day ba-
sis, but instead it must be personally felt within
the heart and soul. That is why the technique is
not so easy to capture at first. It requires a little
practice and patience to attain focus; a sense of
stillness and equanimity within. The mind must
first become stilled and calm; it must be present
in your body, it must be there in the room or
place where you are, attentive to your needs and
not wandering about aimlessly in the past or the
future—not thinking about where you were and
what you did yesterday, or plotting and planning
for things to come. Neither is it worrying about
the trials and tribulations of life. Once the mind
is calm and still, the heart and soul are free to
communicate directly with the Universal
Supreme that is found within us and all around
us.

Communication is not done via words or
thoughts, but by feelings and emotions which,
unlike a specific language, are universal and
common to everyone. Feelings of joy and bliss
and thankfulness can then emanate from the in-

ner self, shooting into the heavens like search-
light beams. Once the feelings and emotions are
completely expended, freely given up to the
Supreme, there comes a profound and deep si-
lence within. This silence may last for a shorter
or longer time, or perhaps only for a brief mo-
ment, but it is a moment of communion, com-
plete oneness of the individual Self with the
Supreme Self.

Appreciating these ideas is one thing but realiz-
ing them requires some discipline and practice
each day, morning and evening. Familiar reli-
gious practices or social rituals in the company
of like-minded souls can help, like comfortable,
well-known acquaintances. Such practices could
include slipping the shiny well-worn beads of
the Rosary between your fingers or the melodic
chanting of the Hail Mary, or perhaps the famil-
iar call to prayer in the coolness of the pre-dawn
in eager anticipation of the coming day, the
rhythmic rocking of the body to the Torahic
verses, or the congregational singing of full-
voiced hymns of adoration and praise.

Image by Pexels

A religion of personal experience, as the name
suggests, is an even more intimate experiential
relationship. There is a set of established spiri-
tual tools or practices, tried and tested over the
millennia of human existence on which count-
less books have been written, and which I have
distilled here for your immediate practical use.
From here forward you are asked not to believe
what you are reading, but to try for yourself, and
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feel through experience to determine if such an
approach has merit. If you do experience hints of
calmness, oneness with all, joy, happiness, or
the slightest glimpse of universal understand-
ing, you are invited to continue to practice these
techniques on a daily basis. Like exercising your
physical body for good health, you must con-
tinue to hone and develop your heart and soul’s
ability to express themselves—to give and re-
ceive freely.

What Are the Spiritual Practices inThe
Urantia Book?

The Urantia Bookdescribes traditional religion,
with its ritual, sacrifice, and outward displays of
piety as hollow and empty compared to the reli-
gion of personal experience. Instead, The Urantia
Bookplaces high importance on spiritual prac-
tices described as relaxation, meditation, prayer,
or worship.

Although these terms all fall within today’s
sphere of meditation and have similar objectives,
The Urantia Book specifically defines these terms
and places them in a hierarchy from relaxation
and meditation, to prayer, reaching a crescendo
in worship.

The following quotes from The Urantia Book shed
light on the meaning of these terms:

Prayer and its associated worship is a tech-
nique of detachment from the daily routine of
life, from the monotonous grind of material
existence. 144.4.5 (1621.4)

The contact of the mortal mind with its in-
dwelling Adjuster, while often favored by de-
voted meditation, is more frequently facili-
tated by wholehearted and loving service in
unselfish ministry to one’s fellow crea-
tures.91.7.1 (1000.2)

Paragraphs 91:7:2 and 125:4.4 suggest that med-
itation is considered distinct from prayer:

10

Jesus often took his apostles away by them-
selves for short periods to engage in medita-
tion and prayer, but for the most part he kept
them in service-contact with the multi-
tudes.91.7.2 (1000.3)

When this, his second day in the temple, was
finished, again he went to Bethany for the
night. And again he went out in the garden to
meditate and pray. It was apparent that his
mind was concerned with the contemplation
of weighty problems.125.4.4 (1382.2)

The word, ‘pray’ is used frequently in The Urantia
Book, appearing 125 times. It is used in the sense
of asking for something, and it is used distinctly
from the word ‘worship.” And ‘prayer’ appears
285 times.

When man learned that prayer could not co-
erce the gods, then it became more of a peti-
tion, favor seeking. But the truest prayer is in
reality a communion between man and his
Maker. 91.2.3 (996.1)

When the prayer seeks nothing for the one
who prays nor anything for his fellows, then
such attitudes of the soul tend to the levels of
true worship.91:4.3 (998.1)

...prayer is designed to make man less think-
ing but more realizing; it is not designed to
increase knowledge but rather to expand in-
sight.143:7.4 (1616.6)

Worship is used 567 times in The Urantia Book.
Worship is the highest note in the escalating
musical scale of devotional activities beneficial
to all individuals—beginning with rest and re-
laxation, then through reflection and medita-
tion, then prayer, and finally worship, with wor-
ship being the ultimate act of devotion to the Fa-
ther and the “ideal soul rest.”

At all times and during all ages the true wor-
ship of any human being—as concerns indi-
vidual spiritual progress—is recognized by
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the indwelling spirit as homage rendered to
the Father in heaven.142:3.8 (1598.9)

The distinction between prayer and worship is
emphasized on numerous occasions.

...prayer is spiritually sustaining, but worship
is divinely creative.143:7.5 (1616.7)

Prayer is self-reminding—sublime thinking;
worship is self-forgetting—superthinking.
Worship is effortless attention, true and ideal
soul rest, a form of restful spiritual exer-
tion.143:7.7 (1616.9)

As prayer may be likened to recharging the
spiritual batteries of the soul, so worship may
be compared to the act of tuning in the soul to
catch the universe broadcasts of the infinite
spirit of the Universal Father.144:4.8 (1621.7)

And consider the extraordinary reach of worship
over that of simple prayer in the following para-
graph in Paper 5 — God’s Relation to the Individ-
ual.

Prayers, all formal communications, every-
thing except adoration and worship of the
Universal Father, are matters that concern a
local universe; they do not ordinarily proceed
out of the realm of the jurisdiction of a Cre-
ator Son. But worship is undoubtedly encir-
cuited and dispatched to the person of the
Creator by the function of the Father’s per-
sonality circuit.5:3.2 (65.4)

In the Bible, meditation is described as a focus
for keeping one steady and centered. It is re-
ferred to 23 times, for instance:

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in
thee. —Isaiah 26:3

But when you pray, go into your room, close
the door and pray to your Father, who is un-
seen. Then your Father, who sees what is
done in secret, will reward you. —Matthew 6:6

Worship is mentioned over 180 times in the Bible
and is also considered the highest form of devo-
tion; that is, the giving of one’s entire self,
thoughts and emotions for God’s use:

I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy
and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual
act of worship. —Romans 12:1

Meditation as a Spiritual Tool for
Walking the ‘ROPF’

Popular types of meditation practices today are
used to build stability of mind over time and the
different approaches can be blended naturally
until the perfect combination is found that suits
your individual needs.

The modern meditation techniques below are
ordered into a progressive series of exercises ac-
cording to the practices of rest, relaxation, med-
itation, prayer, and worship.

o Mindfulness meditation

e Focused meditation

e Mantra meditation

e Progressive relaxation meditation
e Transcendental meditation

e Spiritual meditation
 Loving-kindness meditation

e Pure worship

Image by Leninscape

For further information on the Practical Applica-
tions of Meditation, see this link:
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http://anzura.urantia-association.org/wp-content/
uploads/sites/3/2023/06/Spiritual -practices-for-
walking-the-ROPE_ 2022-ANZURA-Confer-
ence-2.pdf

Here you will find a very helpful set of instruc-
tions on a variety of mediation techniques.

(From Arena — Summer 2022, by Robert Coenraads,
AUS onJune 25, 2023)

Unity - Harmony Within
Diversity of Experience and
Belief

Phillip Marriott, Australia

(Transcript of a presentation at the 2022 Tasmanian
conference)

What is “Spirit Unity”” and where does it
exist?

t’s very easy to have diver-
I sity, difference of opinion,
and divergent viewpoints be-
cause we are human; our per-
. sonalities are unique, and our
experiences are personal. I
may go through a shared
event or tribulation, but my experience is mine
and mine alone. Jesus discussed this in Paper 141,
section 5.1-4.

One of the most eventful of all the evening con-
ferences at Amathus was the session having to
do with the discussion of spiritual unity. James
Zebedee asked, “Master, how shall we learn to
see alike and thereby enjoy more harmony
among ourselves?”

What I require of you, my apostles, isspirit
unity — and that you can experience in the
joy of your united dedication to the whole-
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hearted doing of the will of my Father in
heaven.

You do not have to see alike or feel alike or
even think alike in order spiritually to be
alike. 141:5.1-4 (1591.6) emphasis added

Spirit unity is something which must be strived
for and worked at; it will not come automatically.
It must be consciously thought out and sorted.

I recently had an encounter at a book promotion
that I do on a regular basis. I had set up The
Urantia Bookstall and next door to me was an-
other religious group offering prayer sessions,
blessings, sunscreen, bottled-water and color-
ing-in pictures for the children. I think their cu-
riosity was pricked when they realized that I was
also talking about Jesus, God, and things spiri-
tual. I was approached by a young man and in-
vited to engage in conversation; he asked about
the book and what it was all about, so I gave my
usual spiel.

Image by Truthseekero8

I could see his eyes getting wider as his excite-
ment built, then he could no longer contain him-
self. He cut into my talk and proceeded to tell me
about his church, his beliefs and where I was
wrong and how we differed. He asked some
rather poignant questions and proceeded to an-
swer them before I even had a chance to reply.
Because I was considering the topic of spirit
unity, I tried to point out our common ground, to
which he politely nodded as I mentioned love for
God and Jesus, and that we are all brothers and
sisters, etc. But it was to no avail, I was to be set
right. I had to accept that Jesus died on the cross
for our sins and unless I did that, I could not
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have salvation and could not enter the kingdom
of heaven.

I tried to point out that, unless we could come to
some agreement, then we could not have fellow-
ship, and with this type of divergent opinion
amongst ourselves and other people, we could
never have peace and harmony, to which he po-
litely nodded, before continuing with his tirade.
Fortunately, he was polite enough to allow me to
engage with visitors at my stall. We agreed to ex-
change contact details so we could continue the
conversation.

So, this got me thinking on my way home after
the fair — how to have spirit unity. I needed to
seek out what is common between us. Jesus did
this very well, particularly during his journeys
through the Mediterranean.

He selected five of the leading Stoics, eleven
of the Cynics, and sixteen of the mystery-cult
leaders and spent much of his spare time for
almost six months in intimate association
with these religious teachers.

And this was his method of instruction: Never
once did he attack their errors or even men-
tion the flaws in their teachings. In each case
he would select the truth in what they taught
and then proceed so to embellish and illumi-
nate this truth in their minds that in a very
short time this enhancement of the truth
effectively crowded out the associated er-
ror.132:0.4 (1455.4)

But of course, I could never hope to be as clever
or sagacious as Jesus, and if there is no desire for
unity then it will always be a one-way affair. So
that was my point, if we could have both agreed
to have fellowship — to be of friendly relations —
and that our differing opinions or thoughts could
be put aside to allow the common idea to come to
the forefront — that this could be a foundation to
build upon. But it’s only going to work in an en-
vironment of co-operation in which there is a
willingness to have peace and harmony.

Paper 103 explains:

The unity of religious experience among a so-
cial or racial group derives from the identical
nature of the God fragment indwelling the
individual. ...A group of mortals can experi-
ence spiritual unity, but they can never attain
philosophic uniformity. 103:1.1 (1129.1)

There is great hope for any church that wor-
ships the living God, validates the brother-
hood of man, and dares to remove all creedal
pressure from its members. 103:5.12 (1135.2)

I often say that there are as many religions as
there are people on the face of the earth.

Some common ground

e We both desire to know God, the Father, or
even Jesus.

o We stumbled when I tried to explain things
such as where God is.

o We want life after death; salvation.

o We faltered when I tried to explain what that
future life was going to be like. So here we will
have to agree to differ.

We will each have to do what we think is right in
order to have life after death, but we both desired
it.

I say that I will try to be good, not commit sin,
and be a moral person but this may not be
enough in his eyes, although he must surely ac-
cept that it is better than the alternative.

What is Spirit or spiritual unity?
I believe it is the desire to find spiritual common
ground, belief.

13
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Where does it exist?
I believe if it is to exist it first has to exist within
us and then it can exist within our relationships.

Then we can allow the differing opinions and be-
liefs to exist together, within an atmosphere of
co-operation, love, and harmony. We can ap-
plaud the diversity and enjoy it, but it takes
effort and work. We must be the change that we
want to see in the world.

The book best sums it up with these final pa-
pers:

Pentecost was the call to spiritual unity
among gospel believers. When the spirit de-
scended on the disciples at Jerusalem, the
same thing happened in Philadelphia,
Alexandria, and at all other places where true
believers dwelt. It was literally true that
“there was but one heart and soul among the
multitude of the believers.” The religion of
Jesus is the most powerful unifying influence
the world has ever known.194:3.17 (2064.3)

Christianity is seriously confronted with the
doom embodied in one of its own slogans: “A
house divided against itself cannot stand.”
The non-Christian world will hardly capitu-
late to a sect-divided Christendom. The living
Jesus is the only hope of a possible unification
of Christianity. 195:10 (2084.1)

(From Arena — Summer 2022, by Phillip Marriott, AUS
onjune 25, 2023)
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Urantia’s Unrevealed
Destiny

Neal Waldrop, USA

HRIST MICHAEL OF

NEBADON — our sover-
eign Master Son and also,
not by coincidence, the Plan-
etary Prince of Urantia —
undoubtedly receives fre-
quent reports from
Machiventa Melchizedek,! the Vicegerent Plane-
tary Prince who acts on Michael’s behalf. Al-
though it would be ludicrous to ask them to in-
clude us as Cc addressees when they exchange
messages, any such missive would be unintelli-
gible to us anyway, because Michael and
Machiventa would certainly be communicating
in the language of Nebadon, not in English or in
any other language of human beings who cur-
rently reside on our troubled planet.

Even so, we have every right to believe that at
some suitable moment during the last few cen-
turies, Michael received an urgent appeal from
Machiventa warning him that society and civi-
lization on Urantia were approaching an era of
tumult and crisis when the spiritual government
of Nebadon would be compelled to intervene de-
cisively. In part, this appeal of Machiventa’s re-
flected and honored Michael’s personal commit-
ment to Urantia because of his extraordinary be-
stowal approximately 2,000 years ago in the hu-
man form of Jesus of Nazareth. After all, Michael
most assuredly would not want a worldwide
catastrophe to befall the planet on which he lived
and died!

The limits of our knowledge and understanding
do not enable us to reconstruct the urgent tones
that Machiventa undoubtedly employed in his
appeal to Michael. Nonetheless, it is reasonable
to believe that Machiventa conveyed many of the
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intense concerns that a Melchizedek subse-
quently summarized in section 1 of Paper 99:

Mechanical inventions and the dissemination
of knowledge are modifying civilization; cer-
tain economic adjustments and social
changes are imperative if cultural disaster is
to be avoided. This new and oncoming social
order will not settle down complacently for a
millennium. The human race must become
reconciled to a procession of changes, adjust-
ments, and readjustments. Mankind is on the
march toward a new and unrevealed plane-
tary destiny.

Religion must become a forceful influence for
moral stability and spiritual progression
functioning dynamically in the midst of these
ever-changing conditions and never-ending
economic adjustments.

Urantia society can never hope to settle down
as in past ages. The social ship has steamed
out of the sheltered bays of established tradi-
tion and has begun its cruise upon the high
seas of evolutionary destiny; and the soul of
man, as never before in the world’s history,
needs carefully to scrutinize its charts of
morality and painstakingly to observe the
compass of religious guidance. The para-
mount mission of religion as a social influ-
ence is to stabilize the ideals of mankind dur-
ing these dangerous times of transition from
one phase of civilization to another, from one
level of culture to another. (a Melchizedek,
99:1.1-3 (1086.4-6) emphasis added)

Given the decisions of Michael and Machiventa,
it is clear that Michael was well aware that cir-
cumstances on Urantia were not suited to his
immediate or sudden return, especially since he
would be obliged to come to Urantia “as the
supreme ruler of a universe and not as the ob-
scure babe of Bethlehem” (the Midwayer Com-
mission, 176:4).

The world on which he lived his seventh be-
stowal is now “the individual and personal ward
of a Master Son and, as such, is wholly subject to
his own plans and rulings.” Michael knew that
there was no active plan for an Avonal Son to
visit Urantia on a magisterial mission, even
though a Perfector of Wisdom states that “re-
garding the future appearance of Paradise Sons,
not even ‘the angels in heaven know the time or
manner of such visitations’” (a Perfector of Wis-
dom, 227:3).

So what could Michael and Melchizedek do to
upgrade human life on our planet Urantia? In
other words, what alternatives did they have?
Well, we really do not know, and I emphatically
disclaim any personal knowledge of authorita-
tive rulings on the methods whereby a Paradise
Master Son can act to uplift society and civiliza-
tion on an inhabited planet that still suffers the
extended consequences of rebellion and default
(epochal revelations 1 and 2).

All we know for certain is that Michael and
Melchizedek eventually decided to sponsor

an epochal revelation on Urantia in the form of a
book. To put the matter mildly, this was an ex-
traordinary measure, although it would be rash
for us to call it unprecedented. (We have no ac-
cess to the record of epochal events on other
planets in Nebadon whose spiritual superiors
had aligned themselves with the folly of Lucifer.)

On the one hand, the entire narrative by a Mighty
Messenger in Paper 52, “Planetary Mortal
Epochs,” explains and analyzes the personal ac-
tivity and active ministry that high spiritual Sons
carry out on inhabited planets. Nothing that the
Mighty Messenger describes has anything to do
with preparing and publishing a book.

On the other hand, the three Ancients of Days of
Uversa clearly approved the project, for they au-
thorized “a high commission consisting of
twenty-four Orvonton administrators” to pre-
pare the narratives in Part I: “thirty-one papers
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depicting the nature of Deity, the reality of Par-
adise, the organization and working of the cen-
tral and superuniverses, the personalities of the
grand universe, and the high destiny of evolu-
tionary mortals” (a Divine Counselor and One
without Name and Number, 354:8). This too was
an exceptional measure, for the Mighty Messen-
ger who wrote Paper 52 states that on a normal
planet, revelation of truth pertaining to the cen-
tral universe and Paradise is not shared with hu-
man beings until the Post-Teacher Son Age (a
Mighty Messenger, 598:6)

In comparison, however, Michael and
Melchizedek were eminently qualified to specify
the topics that needed to be analyzed and ex-
plained in Part II, “The Local Universe” (Pa-
pers 32 through 56). At the end of Paper 56, the
author (a Mighty Messenger) provides the fol-
lowing explanation:

This paper on Universal Unity is the twenty-
fifth of a series of presentations by various
authors, having been sponsored as a group by
a commission of Nebadon personalities num-
bering twelve and acting under the direction
of Mantutia Melchizedek. We indited these
narratives and put them in the English lan-
guage, by a technique authorized by our su-
periors, in the year 1934 of Urantia time. (a
Mighty Messenger, 56:10.23 (648.6))

We can be confident that when Mantutia
Melchizedek carried out this editorial assign-
ment, he complied with broad general instruc-
tions he had received from the Planetary Prince
(Michael of Nebadon) and from the Vicegerent
Planetary Prince (Machiventa Melchizedek).

From the same perspective, we have every right
to infer that their general authority and broad
direction also applied to Part III, “The History of
Urantia” (Papers 57 through 119). At the end of
Paper 119, the author Gavalia, the Chief of the
Evening Stars of Nebadon, states:
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This paper, depicting the seven bestowals of
Christ Michael, is the sixty-third of a series of
presentations, sponsored by numerous per-
sonalities, narrating the history of Urantia
down to the time of Michael’s appearance on
earth in the likeness of mortal flesh. These
papers were authorized by a Nebadon com-
mission of twelve acting under the direction
of Mantutia Melchizedek. We indited these
narratives and put them in the English lan-
guage, by a technique authorized by our su-
periors, in the year A.D. 1935 of Urantia time.
(Gavalia, the Chief of the Evening Stars of
Nebadon, 119:8.9 (1319.2))

The 63 Papers in Part III demonstrate the revela-
tors’ intense interest in the progressive growth
and development of society and civilization on
Urantia. Paper 81 by an Archangel of Nebadon
(“Development of Modern Civilization”) is a co-
gent example that probably suffices to prove this
point all by itself, but the unceasing efforts of
the master seraphim demonstrate even more
systematic interest in promoting higher levels of
human life (as analyzed and explained in Paper
114:6 by the Chief of Seraphim).

Along the way, the revelators show great energy
in highlighting the significance and importance
of the home and the family (Papers 82 and 83).
They explain that education “must continue
throughout a lifetime” and state that the pur-
pose of education “should be acquirement of
skill, pursuit of wisdom, realization of selfhood,
and attainment of spiritual values” (as a
Melchizedek indicates in 71:7).

The revelators also tell us how government
evolved and portray systematic methods and
practices that will contribute to higher levels of
freedom, fairness, and justice. One of the revela-
tors declares: “The peace of Urantia will be pro-
moted far more by international trade organiza-
tions than by all the sentimental sophistry of vi-
sionary peace planning” (a Melchizedek, 787:4).
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After the author of Paper 71 has commented that
“Present-day profit-motivated economics is
doomed unless profit motives can be augmented
by service motives,” he nonetheless stipulates:

Profit motivation must not be taken away
from men until they have firmly possessed
themselves of superior types of nonprofit
motives for economic striving and social
serving — the transcendent urges of superla-
tive wisdom, intriguing brotherhood, and ex-
cellency of spiritual attainment” (a
Melchizedek, 871:6.1(305.5,7))

Drafting and Editing Part IV

We can be confident that Michael took great in-
terest in the efforts of the Midwayer Commission
who prepared Part IV, “The Life and Teachings
of Jesus” (Papers 120 through 196). In carrying
out this task, the Midwayer Commission oper-
ated under the authority and direction of the
Melchizedek revelatory director who introduced
himself as the author of Paper 120, “The Be-
stowal of Michael on Urantia” (Mantutia
Melchizedek, 1323:1)

After Michael had bestowed himself on Urantia
in the human form of Jesus of Nazareth, human
traditions honored and carried forward quite a
few of his inspiring teachings. On the other
hand, events occurring during the last 2,000
years have included a number of fundamental
misunderstandings that clearly needed to be
corrected when the Midwayer Commission
drafted Part IV. As an obvious example, we have
every reason to believe that Michael was ap-
palled at the barbarous teaching that he had died
on the cross in order to appease the fictitious
wrath of an angry Father in heaven. Before
Michael left Salvington, Immanuel ? told him
that in the perfection of his relationship with the
Paradise Father, “the world of your bestowal,
even all the universe of your creation, will behold
a new and more understandable revelation of

your Father and my Father, the Universal Father
of all” (Mantutia Melchizedek, 120:1.4).

We also have every right to conclude that
Michael has not welcomed the behavior of per-
sons who claimed to be acting in his name dur-
ing the ensuing interval of approximately

2,000 years, but who have frequently adopted an
implicitly tribal attitude of “us” versus “them”
— thereby disdaining or at least discriminating
against human beings who have adhered to other
spiritual teachings and traditions. When Im-
manuel gave Michael considered counsel and
advice, he included instructions that were very
explicit:

As you may see fit, you are to identify your-
self with existing religious and spiritual
movements as they may be found on Urantia
but in every possible manner seek to avoid
the formal establishment of an organized
cult, a crystallized religion, or a segregated
ethical grouping of mortal beings. Your life
and teachings are to become the common
heritage of all religions and all peoples.
(Mantutia Melchizedek, 120:3.6 (1330.1))

We must also bear in mind that the 77 Papers in
Part IV do not confine themselves to spiritual
and religious matters, probably because the
Melchizedek revelatory director received in-
structions in which Michael and Machiventa
called for Part IV to include appropriate remarks
about the state of society and civilization

on Urantia and the need for substantial im-
provements. For example:

The Midwayer Commission provided consider-
able detail about Jesus’ trip to Rome and other
locations on the Mediterranean during his 28th
and 29th years, while he was accompanying the
wealthy Indian merchant Gonod and his son
Ganid. The papers that narrate this trip include
quite a few passages in which Jesus shared con-
ceptual and philosophic insights pertaining to
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various key aspects of human life and experi-
ence:

e Discourse on Reality (130:4).

e At Carthage — Discourse on Time and Space
(130:7).

e True Values (132:1).

e Good and Evil (132:2).

e Truth and Faith (133:3).

o At Athens — Discourse on Science (133:5).

e At Ephesus — Discourse on the Soul (133:6).

e The Sojourn at Cyprus — Discourse on Mind
(133:7).
Further, the Midwayer Commission clearly de-
voted considerable effort to summarizing and
adapting the teachings that Jesus presented dur-
ing his lectures at Urmia:

e Sovereignty — Divine and Human (134:4).
e Political Sovereignty (134:5).
e Law, Liberty, and Sovereignty (134:6).

These editorial efforts of theirs were difficult,
painstaking, and controversial:

When we, the midwayers, first prepared the
summary of Jesus’ teachings at Urmia, there
arose a disagreement between the seraphim
of the churches and the seraphim of progress
as to the wisdom of including these teachings
in the Urantia Revelation. Conditions of the
twentieth century, prevailing in both religion
and human governments, are so different
from those prevailing in Jesus’ day that it was
indeed difficult to adapt the Master’s teach-
ings at Urmia to the problems of the kingdom
of God and the kingdoms of men as these

commission appointed a commission of three
of our number to prepare our view of the
Master’s Urmia teachings as adapted to
twentieth-century religious and political
conditions on Urantia. Accordingly, we three
secondary midwayers completed such an
adaptation of Jesus’ teachings, restating his
pronouncements as we would apply them to
present-day world conditions, and we now
present these statements as they stand after
having been edited by the Melchizedek chair-
man of the revelatory commission. (The Mid-
wayer Commission, 134:3.8 (1486.3))

While the Master’s teaching concerning the
sovereignty of God is a truth — only compli-
cated by the subsequent appearance of the
religion about him among the world’s reli-
gions — his presentations concerning politi-
cal sovereignty are vastly complicated by the
political evolution of nation life during the
last nineteen hundred years and more. In the
times of Jesus there were only two great
world powers — the Roman Empire in the
West and the Han Empire in the East — and
these were widely separated by the Parthian
kingdom and other intervening lands of the
Caspian and Turkestan regions. We have,
therefore, in the following presentation de-
parted more widely from the substance of the
Master’s teachings at Urmia concerning po-
litical sovereignty, at the same time attempt-
ing to depict the import of such teachings as
they are applicable to the peculiarly critical
stage of the evolution of political sovereignty
in the twentieth century after Christ. (The
Midwayer Commission, 134:5.1 (1487.8))

Now if the Midwayer Commission and the reve-
latory director had been content to provide

an entirely factual summary of Jesus’ teachings
at Urmia, they could have operated as journalists
who simply recorded and reproduced his words.
That, however, was not enough, for the revela-

world functions are existent in the twentieth
century. We were never able to formulate a
statement of the Master’s teachings which
was acceptable to both groups of these
seraphim of planetary government. Finally,
the Melchizedek chairman of the revelatory
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tors clearly intended to provide a narrative that
would be understandable and useful to us now,
while “attempting to depict the import of such
teachings as they are applicable to the peculiarly
critical stage of the evolution of political
sovereignty in the twentieth century after
Christ” (134:5). With all these factors in mind,
we have every right to infer that the Midwayer
Commission and the revelatory director were in-
structed to prepare wording that will contribute
to the progressive growth and development of
human society and civilization in our era, not
just narrate the exact events that occurred

while Michael was conducting his bestowal in
the human form of Jesus of Nazareth.

An even more obvious example is the fact that in
the penultimate paper in Part IV (Paper 195, “Af-
ter Pentecost”), the Midwayer Commission ex-
presses intense concern about the need for hu-
man beings to overcome and rise above conun-
drums that currently afflict society and civiliza-
tion, especially materialism and secular totali-
tarianism. These passages are eloquent evidence
of Michael’s active interest in the welfare of so-
ciety and civilization on Urantia, the inhabited
planet where he lived his bestowal life approxi-
mately 2,000 years ago in the human form of Je-
sus of Nazareth.

Tasks for Humanity

In a formal and procedural sense, we, the inhab-
itants of Urantia, are now living in the Post-
Bestowal Son Age, but almost nothing in our
current circumstances corresponds to the de-
scription that a Mighty Messenger provides in
Paper 52:5.

Post-Bestowal Son Man

The bestowal Son arrives on a world of high
educational culture and encounters a race
spiritually trained and prepared to assimilate
advanced teachings and to appreciate the be-
stowal mission. This is an age characterized

by the world-wide pursuit of moral culture
and spiritual truth. The mortal passion of this
dispensation is the penetration of cosmic re-
ality and communion with spiritual reality.
The revelations of truth are extended to in-
clude the superuniverse. Entirely new sys-
tems of education and government grow up
to supplant the crude regimes of former
times. The joy of living takes on new color,
and the reactions of life are exalted to heav-
enly heights of tone and timbre. (A Mighty
Messenger, 52:5.3 (596.1))

Quite to the contrary, the Mighty Messenger tells
us that the current situation of society and civi-
lization on Urantia closely resembles circum-
stances on a normal planet in the era immedi-
ately after Adam and Eve arrive. Given these re-
alities, our world “is a full dispensation and
more behind the average planetary schedule.”

Post-Adamic Man

The result of the gift of the Adamic life plasm
to the mortal races is an immediate upstep-
ping of intellectual capacity and an accelera-
tion of spiritual progress. There is usually
some physical improvement also. On an aver-
age world the post-Adamic dispensation is an
age of great invention, energy control, and
mechanical development. This is the era of
the appearance of multiform manufacture
and the control of natural forces; it is the
golden age of exploration and the final sub-
duing of the planet. Much of the material
progress of a world occurs during this time
of the inauguration of the development of
the physical sciences, just such an epoch as
Urantia is now experiencing. Your world is a
full dispensation and more behind the aver-
age planetary schedule. (A Mighty Messen-
ger, 52:3.6 (593.5) emphasis added)

We definitely should welcome the fact that re-
cent centuries on Urantia can indeed be de-
scribed as ‘“an age of great invention, energy
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control, and mechanical development... the era
of the appearance of multiform manufacture and
the control of natural forces” (a Mighty Messen-
ger, 52:3.6). After all, human beings living on our
planet have benefited enormously from the sci-
entific and technical advances that have trans-
formed human life in ways that an ancestor of
ours living in the year 1700 could not possibly
have imagined. Even if we restrict our compari-
son by advancing the clock two centuries,
thereby reaching the year 1900, I find it very
difficult to believe that anyone living in North
America at the beginning of the 20th century
could conceivably have imagined the instant
communications and enormously enhanced ac-
cess to information that have transformed our
lives during the most recent decades.

Humanity is still working through the overtones
and implications, and no one seems rash enough
to predict how long that will take. Further, there
also seems good reason to wonder whether all
these achievements that human beings have
made during recent centuries — advances that
are usually associated with the Post-Adamic age
— have tended to distract from spiritual reali-
ties, instead focusing disproportionate attention
on material aspects of human life and experi-
ence. As a result, it may be reasonable to con-
clude that materialistic philosophies are an im-
plicit outcome of these developments, perhaps
even inevitable under the circumstances.

With all these factors firmly in mind, what other
important advances can we imagine? For exam-
ple:

1. In the context of the sudden spread of a
highly infectious disease that has become an
epidemic or even a pandemic, to what degree
and by what methods can society insist on and
enforce palliative or remedial measures that
prevent transmission of the disease or at least
slow it down, thereby protecting society as a
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whole and serving the great majority of indi-
viduals and groups?

2. What are the methods and approaches that
can best promote personal religion, thereby
encouraging each individual to cultivate and
experience a direct relationship with God and
to respond positively and progressively to the
forms of spiritual ministry that God has estab-
lished, while ceasing to revere specially favored
persons who claim spiritual or religious au-
thority to tell individuals what to do and what
to believe, and no longer settling for conven-
tional moral principles and established cere-
monies and doctrines?

3. How can education be reorganized and rede-
fined, so that the structure and institutions of
society will provide for and promote education
as an active search for knowledge and wisdom
extending throughout human life and encom-
passing moral, ethical, and aesthetic aspects,
instead of implicitly amounting to a meal ticket
or a steppingstone aimed at professional ad-
vancement?

4. How will humanity overcome the pervasive
problem of authoritarian governments that
tyrannize over and oppress everyone who lives
in those countries?

5. How will the people of North America and of
all other inhabited continents promote, en-
courage, and ensure cooperation, cohesion,
sympathy, and mutual understanding among
human beings regardless of gender, race, color,
emotional affinities, nationality or ethnic ori-
gin, social or political opinions, and religious
views or other spiritual or philosophic beliefs?

6. How will the peoples of Urantia confront and
eventually overcome chronic and pervasive
challenges arising from segments of the popu-
lation that are defective or degenerate (perhaps
by applying methods that would limit or re-
strict their ability to produce children who
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seem likely to be afflicted with similar disabili-
ties)?

No society has progressed very far when it
permits idleness or tolerates poverty. But
poverty and dependence can never be elimi-
nated if the defective and degenerate stocks
are freely supported and permitted to repro-
duce without restraint. (a Melchizedek of
Nebadon, 71:3.8 (803.8))

Now I realize that these goals and objectives are
exceedingly ambitious and cannot be achieved
immediately or in a single step. After all, “No
great social or economic change should be at-
tempted suddenly” (an Archangel of Nebadon,
81:6.40). We are implicitly talking about how hu-
man beings behave as individuals and in groups
— the full collection of customs, traditions, and
practical methods that influence how they live
together and seek to cooperate for common pur-
poses and mutual benefit. For society to evolve
and advance, we will always need a patient and
persistent process of imagination, innovation,
and experimentation, on the understanding that
not all new ideas are worthwhile and that many
of them would not represent an improvement.

We must remember that evolutionary upgrades
are necessarily and inescapably a process of trial
and error that compels us to depend on the in-
sights and inspirations of innovators and origi-
nal thinkers — the imaginative energies and
original perceptions that they encounter in the
inner mind. A Solitary Messenger tells us: “The
advances of true civilization are all born in this
inner world of mankind. It is only the inner life
that is truly creative” (a Solitary Messenger,
111:4.3).

At the outset, however, who is qualified to decide
that some new idea that seems imaginative and
innovative really would amount to an advance in
civilization? After all, innovators and original
thinkers cannot expect universal acclaim or
unanimous consent. Any new idea must compete

with current practices, and it must also be more
convincing, more persuasive, and more practical
than other recommendations that different per-
sons operating in the same field are proposing
and promoting.

Upgrading Society & Civilization on
Urantia

TRADITIONALISTS

-

INNOVATORS AND
ORIGINAL THINKERS

SKEPTICS AND ADVERSARIES

Figure1

At first glance, it may seem difficult for us to ac-
cept that the reservations and concerns ex-
pressed by traditionalists, skeptics, and adver-
saries make valuable contributions to the task of
achieving higher levels of society and civilization
— an extended process that is inevitably gradual
and arduous. In effect, however, the persons and
groups who can be identified as traditionalists,
skeptics, and adversaries are implicitly seeking
to cherish and preserve the positive values that
humanity managed to achieve during many pre-
vious eras of social, economic, and political evo-
lution.

Please permit me to give you an example that
may be somewhat surprising. Many committed
readers of The Urantia Book are deeply concerned
about the highly unequal distribution of wealth
and other material advantages that surrounds us
in contemporary society. On the other hand, we
must pay appropriate attention to the rather
pointed warnings that a Melchizedek of Nebadon
advances in section 9 of Paper 69:

The right to property is not absolute; it is
purely social. But all government, law, order,
civil rights, social liberties, conventions,
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peace, and happiness, as they are enjoyed by
modern peoples, have grown up around the
private ownership of property.

The present social order is not necessarily
right — not divine or sacred — but mankind
will do well to move slowly in making
changes. That which you have is vastly better
than any system known to your ancestors.
Make certain that when you change the social
order you change for the better. (a
Melchizedek of Nebadon, 69:9.17-18
(782.4-5)

To make what I have just said as clear as possi-
ble, please permit me to emphasize that the im-
mediately preceding example does not mean that
I oppose any possible adjustment or reform to
current laws and regulations associated with
owning and inheriting property, and it also does
not mean that I am endorsing current methods
of taxation and the existing regulations that
govern commercial activity in general or inter-
national trade in particular. I will quite willingly
stipulate that all these matters are fit for discus-
sion and for possible improvement by means of a
process of experimentation and adjustment that
is gradual, thoughtful, and thorough. Here is the
key point: This same process of experimentation
and adjustment is needed in every context of hu-
man life, whether economic, social, political, or
spiritual.

In all these regards, the role of innovators and
original thinkers is crucial, for the lack of imagi-
native ideas and new proposals would imply
rigidity and stagnation — not the “procession of
changes, adjustments, and readjustments” that
a Melchizedek describes and calls for in section 1
of Paper 99. From these perspectives, however,
we should understand that originality and cre-
ativity operate in different ways and at different
levels. Naturally it would be inappropriate and
unfair to dismiss the originality and insight that
are required to write a book, to develop new
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software, or to design and market some new type
of product or service that may benefit human
beings. In a colloquial sense, all this can be
broadly described as playing the game according
to the rules that currently exist.

On the other hand, a far more crucial level of
originality and creativity can be associated with
innovations and reforms that implicitly involve
changing the rules, not just playing the game.
Even though society and civilization are far more
than a game, this metaphor is useful because it
implicitly concentrates attention on the full col-
lection of customs, traditions, and practical
methods that influence how human beings live
together and seek to cooperate for common pur-
poses and mutual benefit.

Please permit me to introduce you to the Global
Endeavor, an idealistic and altruistic project that
can be understood as a support network in-
tended to provide service and assistance to inno-
vators and original thinkers who are operating in
society — persons and groups who are seeking
to invent, develop, or promote reforms and other
imaginative initiatives aimed at upgrading those
sectors of human life and experience that they
know and cherish. To say this somewhat more
simply, the Global Endeavor will be a support
network that will seek to encourage and assist
the innovators and original thinkers whom I
sought to represent in the small triangle at the
bottom left of Figure 1 above.

The work of the master seraphim (114:6) is our
spiritual model. Please bear in mind, however,
that nothing in our plans for the Global Endeavor
serves to specify or constrain the spiritual per-
spectives and religious views of the persons and
groups who will benefit from this altruistic pro-
gram of service and assistance. In other words,
those who receive service and assistance from
the members and associates of the future work-
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ing groups of the Global Endeavor will not have
to be readers of The Urantia Book, and it is rea-
sonable to believe that few of them will be. Our
aim is to serve humanity by promoting the pro-

gressive growth and development of society and
civilization on Urantia, whereas the existing so-

cial organizations mainly serve readers of The
Urantia Book by helping them understand and
appreciate the teachings.

We believe that by implication, it is reasonable to

understand our ambitious project from the per-
spective that I advanced in the first few para-
graphs of this essay: my conviction that

Machiventa Melchizedek appealed to Michael of

Nebadon at some suitable moment during the

last few centuries, warning him that society and

civilization on Urantia were approaching an era
of tumult and crisis when the spiritual govern-
ment of Nebadon would be compelled to inter-
vene decisively. Here is a short summary of the
stimulus and encouragement that the working
groups of the Global Endeavor will make avail-
able to innovators and original thinkers, as is
explained on the first page of Chapter 4 of the
draft plan:

(a) The ten substantive working groups will
seek to serve, assist, and inspire individuals
and groups in society who wish to propose or
promote initiatives, innovations, or reforms
that relate to their own fields of experience,
knowledge, or interest.

(b) The working groups will not advocate or
advance proposals of their own. To the con-
trary, they will be a catalyst and resource for
those who are active in society and who wish to
develop or refine their ideas and approaches.

(c) The working groups are therefore frame-
works for altruistic and idealistic service aimed
at fostering higher levels of human civilization.
Members and associates will operate modestly
and quietly; they will refrain from attracting

attention to themselves and will stay well in the
background.

(d) The work of the master seraphim is their
spiritual inspiration and model, but the activi-
ties of the working groups embody a range of
practical adjustments. For example, the reli-
gious guardians are only one of the twelve
corps of master seraphim, and therefore only
one of the ten substantive working groups will
serve and assist fellow human beings who are
active in religion. On the other hand, the same
working group will also serve and assist those
who are active in philosophy.

(e) Members and associates shall not evange-
lize those they serve, nor seek to impose

their own views or values. Nonetheless, dis-
semination of the teachings will be an indirect
benefit, the outcome of personal cooperation
and natural curiosity. Many of those whom

a working group assists will wonder, “Why are
you people doing this? What do you get out of
it?” It is therefore reasonable to believe that
the endeavor will stimulate substantial interest
in the fifth epochal revelation.

As I previously implied, the Global Endeavor is
not yet operating: At this point, it mainly
amounts to a concept and a plan. In March 2023,
however, the Committee for the Global Endeavor
established a program of preliminary practical
activities patterned on some of the responsibili-
ties that a substantive working group will carry
out in a regional association composed of twelve
working groups. (Any actual working group can-
not be established until a regional association
exists; and a regional association will not ex-

ist until it is established by the two global bodies,
on the understanding that the members of these
global bodies will be elected during the founding
convention.)

We hope that many of you who read this essay
will take an active interest in our plans for the
Global Endeavor, especially in relation to the

23



JOURNAL

Urantia Association International

November 2023

program of practical activities that are now un-
derway. Please feel free to consult our modest
website https://www.globalendeavor.net, which
offers a wide range of documents that you can
read or download.

Footnotes:

1. Ascommitted readers of The Urantia Book are
well aware, Machiventa Melchizedek was one of the
twelve Melchizedek receivers who assumed spiritual
responsibility for Urantia after the rebellion of Lu-
cifer and Caligastia (a Melchizedek, 67:6.5-6).
Machiventa Melchizedek eventually exercised his
share of these responsibilities by conducting the
third epochal revelation, an emergency bestowal in
the days of Abraham: He suddenly appeared in hu-
man form and then lived and taught on our planet
for 94 years. For a detailed narrative, see Paper 93,
“Machiventa Melchizedek” (written by another
Melchizedek of Nebadon).

2. This sentence refers to instructions and counsel
that Michael received from Immanuel of Salvington,
“the Union of Days assigned to the local universe of
Nebadon,” where he serves as “the ambassador of
the Paradise Trinity” (the Chief of the Archangels of
Nebadon, 37:5.1). The same author explains: “In a
certain sense this high Trinity Son is also the per-
sonal representative of the Universal Father to the
court of the Creator Son; hence his name, Im-
manuel.”
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Our World Is Made of Force
Fields

Antti Roine, Finland

he physical world around us seems very
T concrete because it is tangible, and we can
perceive it with our own senses. That’s why it’s
easy to think that all the reality we live in is
made up of matter — and the facts of our lives are
based on this matter. However, this visible illu-
sion breaks when we begin to examine the real
world around us through the eyes of science.

According to scientific measurements,?! there is
about 99.9999999999996 percent empty space
in the visible matter around us because the nu-
clei and electrons of atoms are extremely small
particles compared to the size of atoms and mol-
ecules.

Image by Pekka Rahkonen

So, we’re made of nothingness, but we can’t
walk through walls because the electrons in
matter repel each other. When we hit a stone
with a hammer, the steel and granite do not ac-
tually touch each other, but the hammer stops in
the thin electromagnetic field on the surface of
the granite.

The behavior of matter is governed by four fun-
damental forces: electromagnetism, weak inter-
action, strong interaction, and gravity.2 In fact,
when we touch a coffee cup, we are not touching
matter but force fields. So, the invisible forces
are always with us. However, particles of matter
such as neutrinos do not react with these force
fields, they travel freely, even through the Earth.
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Nevertheless, the materialistic world full of
emptiness is not transparent because force fields
bend and reflect light rays (i.e., photons). How-
ever, transparent substances, such as heavy lead
glass, give us concrete evidence of the basic
empty nature of matter.

Emptiness takes on new dimensions if we also
consider the starry sky and the entire universe,
where physical matter is only
0.000000000000000000004 percent of the vol-
ume of the entire universe. To top it all off, even
this small amount of matter is made up of vari-
ous particles, which are actually just small pack-
ets of energy.

In this sense, the materialistic and scientific
worldviews are largely based on beliefs, because
they do not tell us anything about the boundless
emptiness that dominates the world — and espe-
cially because science has not been able to create
a single new natural law, new matter, energy, or
life.

Science has only given names to natural phe-
nomena and discovered the mathematics behind
them. However, scientists have no idea what
these invisible and massless force fields are
made of, even though space is full of different
force fields. Almost 100 percent of scientific
truth is still waiting to be discovered.

From the perspective of philosophical idealism,
reality is ultimately spiritual in nature, and the
materialistic world is only a shadow of the spiri-
tual world. Furthermore, spiritual and material-
istic reality cannot conflict with each other, be-
cause spiritual values cannot be measured with
physical sensors, nor physical values with spiri-
tual sensors.

You cannot put spiritual joy under a micro-
scope; you cannot weigh love in a balance;
you cannot measure moral values; neither
can you estimate the quality of spiritual wor-
ship.196:3:18 (2095.2)

We cannot know for sure why we have ended up
on such a virtual stage. We can, however, humbly
and with an open mind try to deduce the mean-
ing of our lives from the wonderful world around
us — one dominated by uncertainty.

On any other kind of stage, we could not practice
the use of our own free will, compassion, justice,
equality, and faith; make mistakes and learn from
them; support the weak; choose between right
and wrong; and experience pain, pleasure, trust,
and love. So, this stage could be the first grade in
our school of life.

References
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Donations

Your donations help to support our programs
and enable Urantia Association to continue

its worldwide outreach in support of the revela-
tion.

Many different forms of donations and gifts are
possible. Urantia Association International’s IRS
501(c) (3) tax exempt status allows us to accept
gifts that can also serve the financial interests of
generous supporters. All direct contributions in
all forms may be claimed as tax- deductible char-
itable contributions on United States Tax Re-
turns. Certain gift forms, such as highly appreci-
ated properties, stocks, or taxable IRAs can also
help the donor reduce tax liability while also pro-
viding an income tax deduction.

Donations to Urantia Association that are not
designated for one of our restricted funds (Pro-
gram Funds) are deposited into the General Fund.
The Representative Council (our volunteer offi-
cers elected from around the world) budgets
these funds annually based on service project
needs and priorities. Most of the Association’s
service projects are dependent on the General
Fund, allowing the greatest flexibility for project
planning, along with the initiation of new
projects as opportunities arise and funding al-
lows.

The General Fund is the life blood of any non-
profit organization. Our service projects are real-
ized through the support of an administration
working to keep the Association strong and vi-
brant. While generous volunteers conduct most
of our activities, Urantia Association has one full-
time employee, the Executive Administrator who
manages the Central Office and coordinates all
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administrative, financial and governance activi-
ties. The administrator is required to be a student
of The Urantia Book thus also providing a stable
portal—and a supportive person—to field and
respond to inquiries from the public and Urantia
Book reader/students.

Please see our website:

https://urantia-association.org/get-involved/
donate/
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