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T I D I N G S
From Associations 

Around Urantia
Tidings  is a bi-monthly publication of 
Urantia Association International, whose 
mission is to foster study of The Urantia 
Book and to disseminate its teachings.
The Urantia Book online:
http://www.urantia.org/en/urantia-
book/read
You may submit articles about The 
Urantia Book, news about your associa-
tion, stories, photos and poems to the 
editor. All articles are subject to revision. 
Editor: Sherry Layton,  
 layto003@mc.duke.edu 
Spanish Translation: Olga López,  
 olopez65@gmail.com
Portuguese Translation: Ricardo 
Machado,  
 mail@ricardomachado.eu
French Translation: Line St-Pierre and 
collaborators 
 line.stpierre3721@videotron.ca
Page Layout: Verner Verass
You may submit images for possible use 
on the cover to:  
 vern@designd.com.au

Tidings archives:  
 http://urantia-uai.org/tidings/
Submissions limited to 700 words (one 
page) or 1400 words (1½ page) plus one 
or two photos. Deadline by the 15th of 
every 2nd month.

President’s message

Dear members and friends,

It  i s  t i m e  to  t u r n  ou r 
attention to Africa. There is a 
great need for books, as well 
as funds for leaders to travel to 

visit study groups, train leaders, 
place books, and foster new study 
groups. We have growing National 
Associations in Senegal, Malawi and 
Zambia and developing communities in 
Cameroon and Nigeria. In Zambia there 
are 14 study groups, but not enough books. 
Four or five members are forced to share 
each book. Our immediate goal is to provide 
150 books each to Zambia and Malawi. The 
cost of books and shipping for 300 books 
will be $6,000 (although we are exploring 
cheaper shipping methods that can still 
reliably deliver to these countries.)

The Colombian Association leads a very 
successful Study Group Leadership Seminar. 
We want to help bring this seminar to other 
Spanish speaking countries in Latin America. 
We are planning eight seminars in eight 
countries over the next two years. Travel, 
room rentals, food, and attendance expenses 
could run more than $5,000 per seminar. 
Most of these expenses will be carried by the 
National and Local Associations and individual 
attendees, but we want to assist by providing 
airfare for our leaders in Colombia to these 
host nations. 

Our goal is to raise $14,000 before the 
end of the year to assist 10 countries in South 
America, Central America, and Africa. Your gift 
of $200 will provide a box of books to Malawi 
or Zambia. Your gift of $500 will provide one 
plane ticket from Bogota to a host country. 
We are hoping to raise 16 plane tickets (one 
departure and one return ticket per trip) and 
30 boxes of books. 

We learned that Mexico is on fire form-
ing new study groups and has over 50 students 
who have read the entire book.  Ukraine has 
started a small book distribution network 

by importing 270 books in May 
with 107 sold and is now starting 
placement in bookstores.  

I n  s t u d y  g r o u p  n e w s , 
Columbia has set the standard 
for study groups, with 24 active 
groups in Bogotá, a city of 7 mil-

lion people, and there are 44 study groups 
total.   They have also started their own book 
distribution, with a pallet of 250 books already 
sold and a new pallet being ordered.  They are 
expanding their distribution network to local 
bookstores with a future goal to sell over 1,000 
books a year.  

European leaders are getting together 
at the annual regional conferences of Blue 
Club to discuss plans for the future.  Both the 
President and VP of Brazil attended the Study 
Group Symposium and returned home with 
an “injection of power” to grow the number 
of study groups.  They currently have 196 
members who have read the entire book and 
guess there are another 3,000 who are reading 
the book who don’t yet know the association 
exists.  Malawi, a very poor country, has 60 
members who have read the entire book and 
eight study groups.  They do all this by sharing 
books.  Zambia has 50 students who have read 
the entire book and 14 study groups with 6-7 
members each and they are ready to start their 
own book distribution to bookstores.

There is much work to be done to help 
our international community, but too few 
volunteers.  Please consider volunteering your 
time and talents to help where you can.  Go to 
our website at urantia-association.org to the 
“Get Involved” section to donate. 

In service,

Chris Wood, askchriswood@gmail.com   

http://urantia-association.org
http://www.urantia.org/en/urantia-book/read
http://www.urantia.org/en/urantia-book/read
mailto:mail@ricardomachado.eu
mailto:vern@designd.com.au
mailto:askchriswood@gmail.com
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RICk LYON
ricklyon@tctc.com

Greater Lake Michigan Urantia 
Association (GLMUA) hosted our 
annual Jesus Birthday celebration 
event at Indiana Dunes State Park, 

celebrating the 2021st birthday of Jesus.  
All students of The Urantia Book are 

welcomed and encouraged to bring family 
and friends for a lovely day at Lake Michigan 
to enjoy the food, fellowship & fun.  The day 
began at 11 a.m. Central in the City West 
Shelter just a short walk from the park beach 
on Lake Michigan.  The meal was a potluck 
with lots of side dishes, appetizers, snacks, 
Danny’s special chicken from the charcoal grill 
and, of course, it would not be a party without 
a birthday cake!

We took a different approach this year 
in an effort to provide more things for more 
people.  The shelter and park, as well as the 
games that Susan Grzeskowiak brought to the 
picnic, offered plenty of reversion activities.  
We also wanted to provide some inspirational 
activities as we feel that anytime we meet we 
should enjoy the opportunity to study and 
share together.  

Benet Rutenberg, GLMUA President, 
began the day with announcements about the 
days activities and upcoming events.  We also 
reminded everyone of the 2015 UAI interna-

The 2014 
GLMUA Jesus 
Birthday 
Celebration 

tional conference in August of next year near 
Montreal, Canada.  We briefly discussed the 
very successful UAI Study Group Symposium.  
GLMUA was the hosting local association for 
that event assisting with event logistics. 

(1091.9) 99:5.10 “Jesus did not require 
of his followers that they should periodically 
assemble and recite a form of words indicative 
of their common beliefs. He only ordained 
that they should gather together to actually 
do something — partake of the communal 
supper of the remembrance of his bestowal 
life on Urantia.”

Following a prayer, Rick Lyon led the 
group in a remembrance supper ceremony.  
He read a few quotes from Paper 179: The Last 
Supper.  After which the group took a bit of 
bread and wine.  Rick then shared information 
about his trip to Israel with a group of Urantia 
Book students this past March.  He told the 
story of how his blue Nike shoes had walked 
where Jesus walked and stood where Jesus 
stood.  Deb Anderson shared this story on 
Facebook a few days later.  Danny Casko led 
the group in singing before we all sat down 
to eat.    

Following the meal we took the oppor-
tunity to get a picture of the group – and what 
a nice sized group it was.  Most everyone 

wanted to participate in the study group 
rather than the games so we donated the 
prizes intended for the games to children 
playing nearby.  They really appreciated our 
gifts and perhaps they were led to ask, “What 
is a Uran-T-Uh?”  Maybe they will google it. 

Benet did his usual wonderful job of 
leading the study and discussion.  This year we 
studied a selection of quotes from papers 144 
and 148 and discussed some of our favorite 
parts of the book. 

The weather was perfect. The shelter 
was nice and the food was great but the 
social interaction and the study time brings 
out the spiritual unity shared by students of 
The Urantia Book whenever and wherever we 
meet.   Personally, I felt that we had much more 
of that this year than in the past few years. 
We enjoyed the company of new guests who 
had recently been introduced to the book by 
Danny Casko.  They seemed to really enjoy 
the discussion and received it eagerly.  We 
had several long time students of the book 
who attended our picnic for the first time, and 
that is always a joy!  Some drove 3-4 hours on 
a Sunday morning to be with us and for that 
we are grateful.  We really enjoyed having 
everyone there. 

Translators. Can you translate from 
English into French, Portuguese or Spanish? 
We have a great service opportunity for 
you if you can. We’re about to embark on 
a major translation project; we’re going 
to make the website available in French, 
Portuguese & Spanish for starters. Once 
they’re completed we’ll gradually increase 
the number of translations. 

IT & Websites. If you are IT savvy, have 
experience with Website management 
or development (particularly WordPress), 
or have a passion for public relations, 
our Website team has plenty of service 
opportunities for you.

If you can help with either of the above 
projects please contact us via the Volunteer 
Application Form found at http://urantia-
association.org/get-involved/volunteer/  

Can  You  Help?

mailto:ricklyon@tctc.com
http://urantia- association.org/get-involved/volunteer/
http://urantia- association.org/get-involved/volunteer/


The Urantia 
Book Study 
Group Directory

SCOTT BROOkS
Columbus, Ohio, USA
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Good Tidings 
Conference 
Announcements

WomEn’S RETREAT
October 24–26, 2014, Urantia Foundation, 
533 Diversey Parkway, Chicago, USA 

THE LoCAL UnivERSE 
moTHER SPiRiT
October 18, 2014, Presented by the Lone 
Star Urantia Association, San Antonio, 
Texas, USA For more information, contact 
Randall Wood at urantia.randall@yahoo-
com or call 512.878.0501.

EdUCATionAL SEminAR 
on “THE SoUL”
October 31– 2  November, 2014
Urantia Foundation

viRGiniA-CARoLinA REAd-
ERS ASSoCiATion AnnUAL 
RETREAT
November 1, 2014, Raleigh, North Carolina, 
USA. The theme is “Living in the Post-
Bestowal Age.” For more information, 
contact James Perry at kstg13a@aol.com 

EASTER SPiRiT REnEWAL 
And SACRAd HEART RE-
TREAT
March 27–30, 2015
Los Gatos, CA

 

A project that began in 2009 to 
build a website where readers could 
find study groups has matured into 
an independent institution with 

broad sponsorship and a wide reach. Over 
350 study groups representing 34 countries 
have chosen to list their study groups 
with the online search engine called The 
Urantia Book Study Group Directory 
(UBSGD). Each month a growing number 
of people, approximately 700 at the present 
time, visit the site. The site serves pages in 
four languages and there are plans to add 
more languages in the coming months.

A reader who visits urantiastudygroup.
org can specify a country, city, or postal code 
and will be presented with a list of study 
groups that meet his search criteria. It sounds 
simple enough, but the road to this simple 
interface was far from easy. Issues such as 
what constitutes a study group, how to fairly 
administer the directory, how to deal with 
inactive or errant study groups, and dozens of 
other thorny issues have been the challenge 
of the eight-person management team who 
has worked through these concerns.

The directory is managed by a team 
whose members come from the three spon-
soring organizations: Urantia Foundation, 
The Urantia Book Fellowship, and Urantia 
Association International. The presidents of 
each sponsoring organization are ex-officio 
members of the governing board, while the 
other five members function as a team to man-
age day-to-day issues. Under the leadership 
of Barry Clark of New Jersey, USA, the team 
began the development of a governance 
model that would provide a fair and robust 
set of principles and operating guidelines 
to satisfy the interests of the sponsoring 
organizations, without favoritism, and to 
serve the interests of Urantia Book readers 
around the world.

The directory team meets frequently 
via teleconference to manage and work 
on the directory. Today, the UBSGD is an 
independent directory managed by this 
volunteer team with ongoing programming 
funds donated by the three sponsoring 
organizations.

The team responds to the many ques-
tions sent in by users. There is a procedure to 
deal with reports of listed study groups that 
may not be aligned with the requirements 
of the directory (i.e., a study group must 
be focused exclusively on the study of The 
Urantia Book). When such a report is submit-
ted, the team follows this approved process 
to investigate the complaint and delist the 
study group if necessary.

The team continues to plan new fea-
tures and make necessary tweaks to the 
interface.  While the site will remain simple, 
straight-forward, and focused on the primary 
task of helping readers find study groups, 
there are always new challenges.

A most daunting challenge is that of 
keeping the database up-to-date and ensur-
ing that only active study groups are listed in 
the directory. To that end, a campaign began 
this spring to contact all study groups hosts 
and request that they validate their study 
group information.

SPECIAL NOTE: Unresponsive study 
groups may face removal from the directory! 
Surprisingly, getting all listed study groups to 
periodically verify their current information 
has proven to be one of the biggest, among 
the many big challenges, to have faced the 
UBSGD team in these early years.

Another interesting and important 
development in recent years has been the 
growth of virtual study groups via the use of 
Skype, FaceTime, and other communication 
tools that allow local study groups to include 
virtual guests. The UBSGD is working to 
incorporate virtual study groups into the 
search routines.

In addition, a UBSGD function will be 
added to assist readers who want to start a 
study group.

Please visit the site, http://urantiastudy-
group.org/find.php, and register your study 
group. If your study group is already listed, 
and you have not validated your information, 
please be sure to do so. You may also send any 
questions, concerns, or suggestions to team@
urantiabookstudygroup.org

Please help us evolve this valuable 
resource and keep its content both relevant 
and accurate.

Current UBSGD team members are: Bill 
Beasley, Scott Brooks, Barry Clark, Jacquelyn 
koury, and Tamara Strumfeld   Fall—https://www.google.com/#q=fall

http://urantia-association.org
mailto:urantia.randall@yahoo.com
mailto:urantia.randall@yahoo.com
mailto:kstg13a@aol.com
urantiastudygroup.org
urantiastudygroup.org
http://urantiastudygroup.org/find.php
http://urantiastudygroup.org/find.php
mailto:team@urantiabookstudygroup.org
mailto:team@urantiabookstudygroup.org
https://www.google.com/#q=fall


5Tidings  № 68   sept–Oct 2014 Archives – http://urantia-association.org/publications/tidings-newsletter/tidings-archives/

New Netherlands Association

For the past few years,  students 
of The Urantia Book in the Netherlands 
have organized a “Urantia Day” on 
Jesus’ Birthday. Although they started 

small, each year they have grown. In 2014, 
they had 49 people attend their meeting and 
it was a great occasion for all who attended 
this very special event.

This growing group is our newest Urantia 
Association. Stichting Urantia Nederlandstalig 
(UAISUN) signed their charter on August 23, 
2014 in Hilversum, a small town outside of 
Amsterdam. In attendance were Jaap Terra, 
President UAISUN, Marcel Peereboom, board 
member UAISUN, Gary Rawlings, International 
Membership Chair, and Chris Wood, President, 
as well as a number of members and invited 
guests.

Samantha Nior, Vice-President UAISUN, 
was unable to attend the meeting but will 
serve on their board and represent the 
Netherlands on the Representative Council 
along with Jaap Terra. Henk Mylanus repre-
sented the Foundation as Trustee along with 
Claire Mylanus who has volunteered for the 
Foundation for many years.

Jaap made the opening speech and 
welcomed everybody and confirmed that 
they have been involved with their association 
for many years since 1970 and dreamt of 
the day that they would become part of an 
international organisation and dream turned 
into reality today.

Henk gave a good presentation on 
the work of the Foundation and served as 
translator as Chris gave a presentation on the 
work of the Association. Together they were 
able to show the cooperative nature of our two 
organizations as we each work on our tasks.

The welcoming response was given by 
Chris and he confirmed what were the core 
values of the Urantia Association and that 
we look forward them joining our fraternal 
organisation.

GARY RAWLINGS
garyurantia@aol.com 

Gary gave several presentations on 
the workings of an Association and how 
to build stronger groups and encouraged 
the attendees to come to the International 
Conference next year.

The governing board of UAISUN were 
presented with banners of Michael, as well as 
copies of our Charter, Bylaws, the Publication 
Mandate, many of our key policies, as well 
as other documents which can be found on 
our website.

After the ceremony we all stayed for a 
lovely dinner. The next day Marcel Peereboom 
and his wife gave Chris a tour of Amsterdam’s 
canals, museums, and edible highlights, while 
Chris tried to convince the couple to join him in 
Canada next year, and I am sure that they will 
be there at the International conference.

 Jaap and Marcel have set a goal of 
having 30 formal members of UAISUN by 
December 25, 2014, at which point they will 
be a full National Association with voting 
rights on the RC.

We believe they can do it.  

Study Aids: Urantia Radio
Urantia Book Radio is a live, 24-hour-a-
day Internet radio station that finally gives 
Urantians a radio station they can tune in 
to any time from any device and enjoy lively 
discussion about The Urantia Book, including 
getting news and information about com-
munity projects. Audio narratives of selected 
papers will be featured as well 

“Listening to the great spiritual insight 
contained in The Urantia Book is a great 
experience. I felt I could use knowledge of 
broadcasting and create radio station on 
Urantia subject matter; the time has come for 
Urantia Book readers to have a station they can 
call their own, and thus Urantia Book Radio was 
born!” (Jim Watkins, Cap Coral, Florida) 

Study Aids: Symmetry of 
Soul
A weekly study of the unifying concepts of 
The Urantia Book, mindful of the threefold 
nature of the cosmos: “philosophy, religion, 
and science are welded into a meaningful 
unity by the conjoined action of wisdom, faith, 
and experience.” 

     Our exploration follows a study group 
pattern of topical inquiry, moderated discus-
sion, and citations from The Urantia Book. 
Tuesday evenings, 9 pm EST.  http://www.
symmetryofsoul.org/  

Study Aids: Kindle
The new edition of Hara Davis’s Study Aids 
are now on kindle. It probably works best 
by using kindle Fire, as you will need to see 
the Study Aids in colour to appreciate their 
vibrant colour.

This new edition has now gone from 
40 to 44 pages. This includes two new 
pages (“Space Respiration,” and “Thought 
Adjusters”) a new version of “The Grand 
Universe.” In addition, a number of the pages 
that contained very small print have been 
expanded into two extra pages to make them 
easier to read.

The English, French, and Spanish edi-
tions are all now available on kindle. The 
Amazon Bookstore has details on the kindle 
version. You can also make contact with Gary 
Rawlings, Garyurantia@aol.com, for ordering 
copies of the new edition by post.  (Hara Davis, 
haradavis7@gmail.com)  

Study Aids: UAI 
Resources Online
Many students of The Urantia Book produce 
study aids and derivative works—creative 
tools that may help others understand the 
complexity of The Urantia Book.

For a ful llisting of such resources, visit 
http://urantia-association.org/category/
study-aids-and-resources/  The below is a 
snapshot of such aids:

On Studying the Foreword of The 
Urantia Book: http://urantia-association.
org/2014/07/11/on-studying-the-foreword-
to-the-urantia-book/ 

We Are What We Teach: http://urantia-
association.org/2012/05/02/we-are-what-
we-teach/ 

Undertaking a Personal Study of 
The Urantia Book: http://urantia-association.
org/1995/07/01/personal-study-of-the-ub/

A Study of the Master Universe: 
http://urantia-association.org/1963/01/01/a-
study-of-the-master-universe/

Being Human—A New Paradigm: 
http://urantia-association.org/2013/06/30/
being-human-a-new-paradigm/  

http://www.symmetryofsoul.org/
http://www.symmetryofsoul.org/
mailto:haradavis7@gmail.com
http://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-and-resources/
http://urantia-association.org/category/study-aids-and-resources/
http://urantia-association.org/2014/07/11/on-studying-the-foreword-to-the-urantia-book/
http://urantia-association.org/2014/07/11/on-studying-the-foreword-to-the-urantia-book/
http://urantia-association.org/2014/07/11/on-studying-the-foreword-to-the-urantia-book/
http://urantia-association.org/2012/05/02/we-are-what-we-teach/
http://urantia-association.org/2012/05/02/we-are-what-we-teach/
http://urantia-association.org/2012/05/02/we-are-what-we-teach/
http://urantia-association.org/1995/07/01/personal-study-of-the-ub/
http://urantia-association.org/1995/07/01/personal-study-of-the-ub/
http://urantia-association.org/1963/01/01/a-study-of-the-master-universe/
http://urantia-association.org/1963/01/01/a-study-of-the-master-universe/
http://urantia-association.org/2013/06/30/being-human-a-new-paradigm/
http://urantia-association.org/2013/06/30/being-human-a-new-paradigm/


we counted 39 present. The warmth of the 
shoulder rubs well expressed our pleasure of 
reuniting to share, consolidate our friend-
ship, and nourish our spirituality. Seven 
readers of The Urantia Book developed 
specifically on a subject related to the theme 
of the meeting and they generously accepted 
to present it to us.
1. Gaétan Charland, as president of the 

Association in Québec, demonstrated 
with figures at hand all the relevance 
of forming study groups of The Urantia 
Book. The attendees thus took aware-
ness that thousands of study groups 
should be fostered so as to have a 
determining impact on the outspread 
of cosmic mind on our planet and so as 
to enhance spiritual perception.

2. Guy Perron, teacher facilitator of the UBIS 
School in Quebec, concisely presented 
the methodology of this training which 
unfolds within four periods of two week 

segments, efficiently supported with a 
question and answer process focused 
on specifically chosen texts from The 
Urantia Book. Guy encouraged the study 
group leaders to use this formula so as 
to galvanize their meetings.

3. Guy Leblanc, a reader from the Quebec 
City area, has over the years developed 
an expertise for communicating with 
children and introduces to them the 
flavor of spirituality and the awareness 
of the powerful potential they bear. Guy, 
through a few examples and anecdotes, 
demonstrated how it can be simple 
to approach children with the idea of 
God. In these recent times, he uses his 
talent as an educator with the elderly. 
His challenge is to love these people as 
much as he loves the young ones. 

4. Line St-Pierre, Associate Trustee of The 
Urantia Foundation, orchestrated a 
reflection group for woman readers of 
The Urantia Book who are concerned 
about their standing position within 
the Urantia movement and who wish to 
comprehend the causes of the present 
situation. Through her exposé, Line 
described her experience with this 
group and affirmed that women have a 
characteristic sensibility for understand-
ing beauty, goodness, and truth and 
that they must have the courage to 
testify of it. A few people at the heart 
of the Urantia Foundation in Chicago 
are encouraging Line to organize such 
groups within the United States.
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Join us for this memorable event 
that will take place from July 30 to 
August 2nd 2015 in the beautiful prov-
ince of Québec, Canada, at Bishop’s 

University in Lennoxville. In November, on 
the UAI Website http://urantia-association.
org/2014/11/01/2015-urantia-association-
international-conference/ we plan to have 
all information’s on accommodations and 
registration. We will keep you updated as 
our plan evolves. 

Members of the Urantia Association of 
Quebec have developed a program, which 
consists in a 3-day conference, with a specific 
sub-theme for each day and appropriate 
workshops for each day’s sub-theme. 

D a y 1:  Famil y— Creating an enabling 
environment for child development

Individuals were important to Jesus; they were 
at the center of his concerns. Individuals are 
the basic cells of society; by assisting their 
growth, it is humanity in totality that we help 
in its progression towards the ages of light and 
life. One of our primary concerns should be to 
provide a fertile ground for such a growth. This 
should be done during the period of child-
hood, an important stage in the development 
of the individual. It is then that we can lay a 
solid foundation for the development of a 
good character. So that the human, social and 
spiritual growth of the child takes place in a 
normal and balanced manner, it is important 
to establish winning conditions early in life. 
What are the elements that constitute a 

favorable environment for social and spiritual 
development of the child?

Day 2: The individual—Promoting balanced 
growth

To be a part of the great family of God, a simple 
act of will is required to enter therein. To dwell 
therein we must journey through the second 
mile and accept to grow. Our Heavenly Father 
invites us to grow and become spiritually 
mature sons of God. This maturity is acquired 
by balanced growth. 

Day 3: Society and Brotherhood—Progressing 
from human to divine: revealing ourselves to 
God

Service is a tool for growth; there are different 
types of service (personal service, service to 
society, to the Supreme Being) that can sup-
port spiritual growth ideal. The idea of service 
as a means of expression and realization of our 
human potential.  The value of love in service 
and the worth of experience in growth.

Intellectual and spiritual growth as man 
experiences it is based on the potentials of 
the Supreme Being. It is with recognition of 
Him that we can exist and progress; in Him 
we move and have our being.  

UAI 2015 International Conference: Program Notes

July 30 – 2 August, 2015
Bishop’s University
Lennoxville, Quebec, Canada

The Urantia 
Association of 
Quebec: Living 
& Sharing
HéLèNE BOISVENUE
hboisvenue@videotron.ca

On last September 21st at the 
Hotel Le Dauphin in Drummondville, 
The Urantia Association of Quebec 
foregathered readers of The Urantia 
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5. Jean-Simon Yelle, father of a f ive-

year-old daughter, sensitized with the 
importance of queuing his child in her 
spiritual growth. This young parent 
identified four themes which could be 
used as pillars for such teachings: 
a) the Fatherhood of God, 
b) the presence of God within us, 
c) love as a sustainer of life, and; 
d) freedom. 

 For each of these themes, Jean-Simon 
proposed an appropriate vocabulary 
that reaches the child. For example, 
concerning love, he incites his little girl 
to become a superhero, one of love. We 
all were moved by the sensibility and 
cleverness of this new educator who 
gave a taste to get involved to all present 
parents and grandparents. 

6. Maurice Migneault, reader from the 
Ottawa region and based on his triple 
experience as a study group host, pre-
sented the dangers about us during 
our meetings; we stumble into sterile 
confrontations. Maurice supplied us 
with a few behavioral tips to maintain 
harmony within the group.

7. Normand Laperle, reader from the 
Quebec City region and editor of the 
monthly letter Réflectivité, witnessed 
of the benefits procured to him through 
his participation in study groups; he 
affirms ‘I passed from belief to faith’. This 
spiritual experience, which pervaded his 
whole life style, colored his existence 
with working relations and has improved 
his relationship with his wife who pres-
ently suffers from a heavy handicap. 
‘With the Adjuster as a partner’, says he, 
‘every opportunity to move further must 
be grasped.’ In this context the answer 
is instantaneous.

The Urantia Book affirms in paper 100 
that certain habits of thinking and acting 
are contributory to the economy of spiritual 
growth, among others, recognition of religious 
living in others and sharing one’s spiritual life 
with one’s fellows. (UB 100, 1, 8) Leaning on 
this teaching, we could say as a conclusion 
that the people present at this fruitful meeting 
benefited of this mysterious power created by 
our fellowship and that this force will surely 
produce an uplift of our values.

The afternoon was completed with 
group discussions, from which a summary will 
be later published. 

“Time is the one universal endowment 
of all will creatures; it is the ‘one talent’ 
intrusted to all intelligent beings.” [Paper 

102:3.1, page 1121:3]    

Continued from page  6, Living & Sharing
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Although The Urantia Book does 
not offer any official interpretations 
of its teachings, your study group 
may benefit from using the following 

selected text and questions to foster an 
in-depth approach to your reading and 
study experience. These questions, then, are 
designed to stimulate thought in reference 
to a highlighted section from The Urantia 
Book. 

This issue’s selected section is from 
Paper 142, Section 5: The Discourse on 
Assurance.

Questions to Consider
1.  What to you is the one central truth 

of this section? Are there other truths 
contained herein? If so, what are they?

2.  What meanings/ideas do you extract 
from this passage?

3.  If you were to describe the spiritual 
values/ideas of this passage, how would 
you?

one of the great sermons which Jesus 
preached in the temple this Passover week was in 
answer to a question asked by one of his hearers, 
a man from damascus. This man asked Jesus: 
“But, Rabbi, how shall we know of a certainty that 
you are sent by God, and that we may truly enter 
into this kingdom which you and your disciples 
declare is near at hand?” And Jesus answered:

“As to my message and the teaching of my 
disciples, you should judge them by their fruits. 
if we proclaim to you the truths of the spirit, the 
spirit will witness in your hearts that our mes-
sage is genuine. Concerning the kingdom and 
your assurance of acceptance by the heavenly 
Father, let me ask what father among you who 
is a worthy and kindhearted father would keep 
his son in anxiety or suspense regarding his 
status in the family or his place of security in the 
affections of his father’s heart? do you earth 
fathers take pleasure in torturing your children 
with uncertainty about their place of abiding 
love in your human hearts? neither does your 
Father in heaven leave his faith children of the 
spirit in doubtful uncertainty as to their position 
in the kingdom. if you receive God as your Father, 
then indeed and in truth are you the sons of God. 
And if you are sons, then are you secure in the 
position and standing of all that concerns eternal 
and divine sonship. if you believe my words, you 
thereby believe in Him who sent me, and by thus 
believing in the Father, you have made your 
status in heavenly citizenship sure. 

if you do the will of the Father in heaven, 
you shall never fail in the attainment of the 
eternal life of progress in the divine kingdom.

“The Supreme Spirit shall bear witness 
with your spirits that you are truly the children 
of God. And if you are the sons of God, then 
have you been born of the spirit of God; and 
whosoever has been born of the spirit has in 
himself the power to overcome all doubt, and 
this is the victory that overcomes all uncertainty, 
even your faith.

“Said the Prophet isaiah, speaking of 
these times: ‘When the spirit is poured upon us 
from on high, then shall the work of righteous-
ness become peace, quietness, and assurance 
forever.’ And for all who truly believe this gospel, 
i will become surety for their reception into 
the eternal mercies and the everlasting life 
of my Father’s kingdom. You, then, who hear 
this message and believe this gospel of the 
kingdom are the sons of God, and you have life 
everlasting; and the evidence to all the world 
that you have been born of the spirit is that you 
sincerely love one another.”

The throng of listeners remained many 
hours with Jesus, asking him questions and 
listening attentively to his comforting answers. 
Even the apostles were emboldened by Jesus’ 
teaching to preach the gospel of the kingdom 
with more power and assurance. This experi-
ence at Jerusalem was a great inspiration to 
the twelve. it was their first contact with such 
enormous crowds, and they learned many valu-
able lessons which proved of great assistance 
in their later work.   
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Progressing from 
Human to Divine: 

Revealing Ourselves 
to God

July 30–2 August, 
2015

Bishop’s 
University, 

Lennoxville, 
Quebec, Canada

Th e Ur a n t i a A ssoci at ion of 
Quebec under the umbrella of Urantia 
Association of Canada will be hosting 
this event. It will take place at the 

beautiful site of Bishop’s University in 
Lennoxville, province of Quebec, Canada, 
from July 30th to 2nd August.

We will develop three sub themes, one 
for each day of the conference. The first is on 
Family, the second about the Individual, and 
the third is on Society/Brotherhood.

The Heavenly Father has a mission for 
each of us. He welcomes us into the great 
family of God’s children and gives us the 
opportunity to develop our potentials to 
carry their full expression of divine values in 

our material lives and beyond. Indeed, the 
Father has placed in our hands control over 
an infinitesimal fraction of the future of the 
Supreme. We have a good part of eternity 
to accomplish this mission and it starts now, 
here, on Urantia.

How do we carry out this major project, 
this grand and eternal adventure, this beauti-
ful partnership between the human and the 
divine? By agreeing to become perfect as 
our heavenly Father is perfect. Growth and 
progress are the watchwords of the universe. 
By agreeing to grow, to progress from the 
human to the divine, we will be able to bring 
into fruition what God has placed in our hands. 
What are the winning conditions, the tools, 

and healthy lifestyles that allow for better 
growth?

Plan your 2015 vacation now. Information 
on accommodations and registration will be 
available in November. We encourage parents 
and grandparents to bring their children and 
share this experience, as we will have young 
people providing childcare services during the 
conference. We will keep you informed as the 
program unfolds.

Contact Line St.-Pierre, at  line.stpierre@
gmail.com, for more information  

LINE ST-PIERRE
line.stpierre@gmail.com
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