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Who We Are

Urantia Association International (UAI) is a membership organization that 
serves all readers of The Urantia Book around the world  Our mission is to 
foster in-depth study of the text of The Urantia Book and to disseminate its 
teachings to all mankind 

UAI is a not-for-profit corporation 
for religious and charitable 
purposes  Our mission is to:

1  Foster in-depth study of The  
Urantia Book 

2  Disseminate its teachings  
through reader study groups,  
publications, social activities,  
and conferences  

3  Develop teachers and leaders  
for the dissemination of the  
teachings of The Urantia Book. 

UAI does not express opinions or 
take positions on political, social, 
or economic issues and does not 
identify itself with any nationality, 
race, or religion  

UAI is not a church or an 
organized religion  We do not 
compete with any faith or 
religion  UAI welcomes people of 
all faiths, races, and nationalities  
We seek spiritual fellowship 
among all people of this world  
True religion is the personal 
spiritual experience of each 
individual 

UAI is a group endeavour by 
religionists who study The 
Urantia Book and are inspired by 
its revelatory teachings; people 
who wish to cooperate with 
all other religionists to achieve 
the spiritual, social, and moral 
regeneration of this world  UAI 
members come from many 
different religions and cultures 
and have a personal relationship 
with God that is inspired by The 
Urantia Book  The teachings of 
The Urantia Book call upon all 
people to share spiritual unity, 
not uniformity, meaning that 
while our beliefs may differ, our 
faith is a personal response to the 
same inner urge and therefore 
we share a common destiny of 
brotherhood 
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UAI’s Purpose and Goals
UAI was inaugurated to work 
in a complementary capacity 
with Urantia Foundation, the 
publisher of The Urantia Book, for 
the purpose of fostering the in-
depth study of The Urantia Book 
and the orderly dissemination 
of its teachings  It is a reader 
membership, task-oriented, social 
and service organization and, by 
focusing on its goals, is designed 
to assist Urantia Foundation in 
achieving its objectives as stated 
in its Declaration of Trust  Our 
mission is to provide interactive 
learning environments in which 
participants deepen and broaden 
their knowledge of The Urantia 
Book, increase their teaching 
and leadership skills, and enjoy 
fellowship while doing so 

Through UAI, readers of The 
Urantia Book may join in the 
collective duty of providing 
a service ministry and social 
interaction for readers and non-
readers alike  It is hoped that the 
teachings of The Urantia Book will 
be spread unselfishly, without 
fanfare or personal recognition 

The UAI Today
Developing Teachers and 
Leaders

The fifth epochal revelation—as 
this body of work has come to be 
known—was given to the world 
well before its worldwide mission 
has been widely recognized  
Members of UAI are challenged to 
develop new teachers and leaders 
for the spiritual renaissance of 
the world  By fostering the in-
depth study of The Urantia Book 
and the orderly dissemination of 
its teachings, UAI develops men 
and women who become well 
versed in its overall philosophy 
and who are moved to impart, 
and to assist others to impart, 
those teachings to all of 
humanity 

UAI provides opportunities for 
many people to participate 
in meetings, seminars, and 
conferences in various capacities  
Good leaders are essential to 
the formation of successful 
and dynamic study groups 
and associations  However, it 
is important that such leaders 

naturally emerge from among 
the readership  UAI does not 
presume to designate who is and 
who is not a leader  Associations 
and local study groups choose 
the people whom they view as 
well-informed, insightful, and 
successful communicators to 
teach, speak, and lead activities 

Study Groups

Often, when individuals seek to 
gain a deep appreciation and 
understanding of the teachings 
of The Urantia Book, they find 
it helpful to study the book 
with others  The local, informal 
study group is the place where 
teamwork is forged and spiritual 
growth is fostered; it is the most 
important social and educational 
arena for disseminating the 
teachings of The Urantia Book 

Much is gained from sharing 
insights, interpretations, 
experiences, and understandings 
with others  Therefore the 
formation of study groups is a 
primary goal of UAI  

UAI seeks to foster the 
development of study groups 

Our Mission

To foster study of The Urantia Book and to 
disseminate its teachings 
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by encouraging its members to 
attend a study group in their 
area or, if there are no other 
readers in the vicinity, to list 
themselves as being willing to 
become a study group host  

Study groups do not constitute 
any part of the formal UAI 
structure yet they are vital to 
its work  UAI supports those 
study groups which focus 
exclusively on the study and 
implementation of The Urantia 
Book teachings: the Fatherhood 
of God and the Brotherhood of 
Man 

UAI works in liaison with the 
Urantia Foundation to foster 
regional contact among readers  
The Foundation maintains a 
database of readers who have 
contacted them and expressed 
a desire to socialize with other 
readers in their area  These 
readers are referred to other 
readers in that location, as well 
as to a UAI officer if there is an 
association in that vicinity  The 
UAI member contacts the reader 
with a courtesy call and lets him 
or her know of any study groups, 
conferences, or local reader 
activities in the area 

Study aids, educational services, 
and assistance in forming and 
maintaining successful study 
groups are provided by UAI  
Members are encouraged to 
develop and share secondary 
works that will assist readers 
in their comprehension of the 
complex concepts found in The 
Urantia Book 

Conferences and Seminars

Conferences, meetings, and 
seminars are organized by UAI 
to bring readers of The Urantia 
Book together  These kinds of 
meetings assist readers in their 
study as well as giving students 
an opportunity to meet and 
interact with fellow readers  
Programs are developed that 
encourage the in-depth study 
of The Urantia Book and the 
development of the leaders and 
teachers needed to stimulate 
and facilitate the spread of the 
teachings 

The events, topics, teachers, 
venues, and time frames of 
meetings are planned well in 
advance  UAI members may 
volunteer or be asked to accept 
responsibility in any of these 
areas  By sponsoring gatherings 
from time to time, UAI hopes to 
stimulate deeper understanding 
of the teachings of the book, 
strengthen commitment 
to its teachings and their 
dissemination, and eventually 
stimulate creative activities in 
the greater arena of human 
society 

In addition to meetings and 
conferences sponsored by Local 
and National Associations, 
UAI organizes an international 

conference every three years  
So that all members worldwide 
have an opportunity to attend 
and to participate in these 
activities, the venue for this 
event alternates between those 
countries that have a National 
Association 

Publications

Publications and communication 
vehicles such as newsletters, 
periodicals, websites, and 
interactive internet services 
are important tools for 
communication among the 
worldwide membership of UAI  
These assist in keeping readers 
abreast of news and reader 
activities as well as serving as 
educational and study pieces  
UAI produces a quarterly 
publication of informative 
articles UAI Journal, in multiple 
languages  Tidings, a bi-monthly 
newsletter debuted in June 2005  
In addition, various Local and 
National Associations produce 
their own local newsletters 

The UAI Website http://urantia-
uai org displays information, 
news, and, archives of its 
journals, with links to other 
Web sites such as Urantia 
Foundation’s site as well as 
those created by Local and 
National Associations  A public 
Forum is in place for readers to 
discuss topics arising from their 
study of The Urantia Book  A 
UAI discussion email list is also 
provided for members to discuss 
organizational issues and to 
keep members in touch with one 
another 

Chris Wood with Jacques Leonel Bica from Urantia 
Association Brazil, during his visit in May 2013. 

http://urantia-uai.org
http://urantia-uai.org
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President’s Report

“Can you not advance in your concept of God’s dealing 
with man to that level where you recognize that the 
watchword of the universe is progress?” [Paper 4:1 2, page 54 § 5]

Our Association is only as 
strong as our members and our 
volunteer leaders  In 2013 we 
proved that our bonds are secure 
and we are united as we expand 
into the future  This year was a 
time of transition in leadership  
During the first quarter of the 
year, retiring President Gaetan 
Charland provided training as I 
prepared to assume the duties 
of President, and since the 
April 1st transfer of duties he 
has continued to provide wise 
counsel to the entire Service 
Board  Retiring Chief Financial 
Officer Mark Kurtz passed his 
responsibilities first to Bart 
Gibbons and later to Brad Tharp  
Mark continued to assist the 
board by leading the charge to 
create the Fundraising Committee 
for UAI dedicated to securing the 
financial future of our Association  
And retiring Executive Director 
Rick Lyon ended his eventful 
year by helping lead the search 
for his replacement eventually 
identifying Margaret Slater 
Thompson as his successor  It is 
too early to write the legacy of 
Gaetan, Mark and Rick since all 
three will continue to provide 
leadership and guide our current 

group of volunteers for years to 
come  But we thank them for their 
steadfast service and know that 
their dedication to UAI will be 
unwavered  

Throughout these changes, our 
organization remains dedicated 
to our continuing mission  In 
2013, UAI and Urantia Foundation 
worked together with volunteers 
with the goal of placing 180 books 
in the Philippines, Dubai, Nepal, 
India, and Cameroon  The books 
will be placed in libraries and 
universities where they can be 
found by seeking students  

In October, the International 
Service Board met in Chicago 
to discuss ongoing projects and 
goals for the future  Together we 
mapped out six goals for the next 
three years:

1  Continue to help the creation 
and development of study 
groups  UAI, together with 
Urantia Foundation and The 
Urantia Book Fellowship, 
support the creation of The 
Urantia Book Study Group 
Directory  The entire Urantia 
community recognizes the need 
to help individual readers find 
study groups, and this Directory 

is a step in the right direction  
Consider adding your study 
group to this international list  
UAI will also lead the Study 
Group Symposium in Madison, 
Wisconsin, USA in June 2014 
which will bring together 
current and future study group 
hosts to examine the potential 
for growth and development 
available to each group  This 
international symposium will 
bring together “what works” 
from around the world to better 
coordinate successful individual 
study groups and a larger study 
group network 

2  We will host a Teacher Training 
Symposium in 2017, the third of 
our Symposium Series following 
Leadership in 2011 and Study 
Groups in 2014  What does it 
mean to be a good teacher 
in the Urantia Community? 
A good student? How are 
teacher’s responsibilities and 
methods different between 
classes of experience Urantia 
Book students and new 
students? What of those who 
have never heard of The Urantia 
Book? How can we teach them 
about God and our relationship 
with God? These conversations 

Chris Wood, President of UAI

Dear Friends of UAI,
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will continue in each National 
Association and will culminate 
in a Symposium 

3  We aim to increase conferences 
worldwide by 50% over the 
next three years  This includes 
local, national, multinational 
and international conferences  
These events dedicated to the 
enhanced study of The Urantia 
Book unite a local area as they 
coordinate the event  National 
and international conferences 
bring together students from 
across the world to exchange 
ideas and cultures helping to 
forge bonds that are not easily 
broken  

4  We aim to disseminate the 
teaching of The Urantia Book 
without using the word 
Urantia  Jesus gave in depth 
instruction to his apostles, 
and he provided introductory 
teachings to the masses who 
gathered to hear him speak  
But whenever he stopped at 

a well for a drink of water, he 
would offer a piece of truth to 
whoever was standing nearby  
We call this Teaching As You 
Pass By  We aim to provide 
help for those who wish to 
employ this marvelous system 
to spread the gospel of the 
kingdom 

5  We aim to create a leadership 
exchange program  As 
wonderful as the internet is 
for connecting people from 
across the world, there is 
no substitution for meeting 
another person face to face, 
to experience a new culture 
discover how their Urantia Book 
students adapt its teachings 
into their lives  We want to help 
facilitate this by establishing an 
exchange network of local and 
national leaders  

6  We want to expand our 
leadership pool  Every two 
years five or six seats of the 
International Service Board 

open for election, and it is 
important to ensure that every 
culture and continent are 
represented  As our Association 
grows, it is no longer possible 
to imagine that we can be fully 
represented in just one, two 
or three languages  Luckily, 
technology and language 
education are expanding to 
meet our growing membership 

The years ahead will be filled with 
challenges and opportunities 
for volunteers to rise and meet 
those challenges  The progress we 
made in 2013 will be built upon 
as we continue to march forward 
carrying the banner of the fifth 
epochal revelation  

In spirit of brotherhood

Chris Wood 
President of UAI

Chris Wood visiting with members of the Brazillian Association. 
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Vice-President’s Report
…a life predicated on the living of the Father’s will leads 
directly to the attainment of spirit supremacy in the 
personality arena… [Paper 106:9 12, page 1175 § 1]

Merindi Belarski,  
Vice-President

Item No. Description Date presented 
/ passed

2013-154 ISB Elections:  Successful appointments of ISB positions—President (Chris Wood), 
CFO (Bart Gibbons), Membership Chair (Gary Rawlings), Education Chair (Sheila 
Keene-Lund), Conference Chair (Arnie Ondis), Translation Chair (Chris Moseley)

March 2013

2013–155 2015 International Conference: ANNOUNCEMENT that the 9th UAI International 
Conference will be hosted by Urantia Association of Quebec, under Urantia Canada 
Association, in Montreal, July 30–August 3, 2015

March 2013

2013–156

2013–161

Study Group Symposium: RESOLVED that the UAI sponsor a practical skills seminar 
for Study Group Hosts, June 2014 

Urantia Foundation co-sponsor:  RESOLVED that UAI accept Urantia Foundation’s 
offer to co-sponsor the 2014 Study Group Symposium 

March 2013

June 2013

2013–168 UAI Restricted Conference and Financial Aid Fund Policy: RESOLVED that the UAI 
Restricted Conference and Conference Financial Aid Fund Policy be adopted  

November 2013

2013–169 CFO position election: Due to resignation of Bart Gibbons mid-year, nominations 
were called for CFO position   Elections held—Bradly Tharp appointed 

December 2013

2013–170 2014 Annual Fund Budget:  Resolved, the UAI adopt the proposed 2014 UAI Annual 
Fund Budget of $99,833 

December 2013

The Representative Council (RC) is made up of all Presidents and Vice-Presidents of UAI National and Local 
(where no National exists) Associations   Full voting members are the National Association representatives; 
Local (where no National exists) Association members do not hold a vote on the council 
The RC had another busy year during 2013   The report below is a summary of items presented to the RC   
Please contact your National representative, or me directly uaivicepresident@gmail com, if you have questions 
about any of these items   

In loving service    

Merindi Belarski, RC Chair

mailto:uaivicepresident%40gmail.com?subject=Merindi%20Belarski-vp
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International Representative Council

Comprised of the Presidents and Vice Presidents of all the national associations 
and acts as the legislative branch of UAI

Kathleen Swadling 
Australia/New Zealand 
(ANZURA) President 

Julian McGarry 
Australia/New Zealand
Vice-President 

Cesar Paulo Zapello 
Brazil
President 

Nathen Jansen 
Canada
President 

Line St. Pierre 
Canada
Vice-President 

Wilson Leon 
Columbia
President 

Carlos Zapata 
Columbia
Vice-President 

Tapio Talvitie 
Finland
President 

Risto Mantynen 
Finland
Vice-President 

Carmelo Martinez
Spain
President 

Jaime Garcia Marco 
Spain
Vice-President

Moussa Ndiaye
Senegal
President 

Mamadou Diagne 
Senegal
Vice-President

Ivan Stol 
France
President 

Lucas Perier
France
Vice-President 

Will Sherwood
United States (UAUS)
President 

The RC is our deliberative assembly with 
the power to approve policy, budgets, 
and programs of UAI   The sitting 
Presidents and Vice Presidents of the 
National Associations have one vote 
and all elections and resolutions are 
passed by a sixty-percent majority of 
the votes cast  Resolutions that pass are 
announced to the UAI membership and 
are binding on all constituent Local and 
National Associations  

All RC business is conducted via an 
ongoing electronic meeting, and all 
communication is translated into 
three languages—English, French and 
Spanish 

Outgoing Presidents and  
Vice-Presidents

David Linthicum  USA 
President to July 2013

Chris Wood USA Vice-
President to April 2013

Carlos Leite Da Silva Brazil 
President to May 2013

Seppo Niskanen Finland 
Vice-President to July 2013

Horacio Gamboa Verdugo 
Chile President to May 2013
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Michael MacIsaac
Sweden
President 

Jacob Dix
Sweden
Vice-President

Anton Miroschnichenko
Ukraine
President

Gary Rawlings
United Kingdom
President 

Costas Diamantopoulos
United Kingdom
Vice-President

Joel Chongo Mvula
Zambia
President 

Evans Mwale
Zambia
Vice-President

Peep Sõber
Estonia
President 

Karmo Kalda
Estonia
Vice-President

Kim Jinwoog
Korea
President 

Park Gahyang
Korea
Vice-President

Park Pansoo
Korea
Vice-President

Grevet Moyo
Malawi
President 

Brian Mtambo
Malawi
Vice-President

Alfredo Esquivel
Mexico
President 

Jesus Samplablo
Mexico
Vice-President

Michael Wood 
United States (UAUS)
Vice-President

Beatriz Arispe
Andes (Peru)
President 

Lila de Heins
Andes (Peru)
Vice-President 

Carlos Rubinsky
Argentina
President

Horacio Rico
Argentina
Vice-President 

Jean Annet 
Belgium
President

Lissette Mancilla Asenjo
Chile
President 

Julio César de la Cruz
Dominican Republic
President 

Jafet Diaz
Dominican Republic
Vice-President

Location of UAI Associations worldwide
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International Service Board

The International Service Board (ISB) 
functions as the executive branch 
and conducts the daily business 
of UAI  The ISB is comprised of a 
governing board and committees 
for Dissemination, Study Groups, 
Education, Communications, 
Translations, Membership, 
Conferences, and Charter and Bylaws  
ISB members are elected by the 
membership and serve a maximum 
of two consecutive four-year terms

Chris Wood, USA
President
Chris executes for the UAI any 
contracts, deeds, mortgages, bonds, 
or other instruments that the ISB 
or the RC has authorized to be 
executed  Chris performs all duties 
of the office of President and such 
other duties as may be prescribed 
by the ISB or the RC  Chris heads the 
Executive Committee 

Merindi Belarski, Australia
Vice-President
Merindi assists the President in 
the discharge of his duties as the 
President may direct, and performs 
such other duties as from time to 
time may be assigned to her by the 
President, the ISB, or the RC  
Merindi is a member of the Executive 
Committee 

Susan Owen, USA
Secretary
With the launch of the new 
website, the Secretary became 

an active member of the Website 
Management Committee which 
was tasked with creating the 
website content and determining 
any changes and improvements 
once the website went live   In 
addition, the secretary became an 
active member of the ISB Education 
Committee  Work is still moving 
forward preliminary to formation of 
a Governance Committee 
The Secretary’s regular duties 
include assisting the President, 
preparing and distributing ISB 
meeting agendas, providing the ISB 
meeting minutes to the ISB and the 
RC, providing meeting action points 
timely to ISB members, compiling 
the yearly RC meeting minutes, and 
conducting quarter roll calls for the 
online ISB and RC meetings  The 
Secretary also reports yearly to the 
Illinois Secretary of State, assists 
in maintaining all UAI records and 
documents, and is a member of the 
ISB Executive Committee 

Bradly Tharp, USA 
Chief Financial Officer
Bradly is responsible for the 
maintenance of adequate books 
of account for the UAI and for 
preparation of quarterly financial 
reports to the ISB and the RC  He 
prepares and files the required 
reports related to UAI non-profit 
status, including State of Illinois 
incorporation matters and United 
States IRS  Bradly solicits financial 
contributions and seeks to maintain 

communication and good relations 
with donors  
The Association continued its historic 
trend of growth in donations this 
year   As the new Treasurer and CFO, 
it is my pleasure to report UAI’s 
highest year-end cash balance ever   
This result is due entirely to the 
commitment and generosity of our 
growing global membership  
UAI President, Chris Wood has 
challenged the Board, the Fund 
Raising Committee and the 
membership to increase donations 
and restrain our budgets so that 
before the end of his first term in 
2016, UAI has a cash-on-hand, 100% 
pre-funded budget for 2017   Current 
trends support this important and 
financially prudent objective and 
Chris enjoys the Board’s full support 
to achieve this milestone of future 
mission support  
The President’s Fund Raising 
Committee has been expanded in 
membership and function as we 
seek to streamline and integrate 
new technology tools to reach out, 
respond, and show appreciation 
to every member who supports 
our work with their generous gifts   
The UAI website will be key to 
those efforts as well as new email 
capabilities and personal contact by 
a team of committee volunteers – all 
designed to recognize, personalize, 
and record the growing number of 
members, donors, and donations  
We have established new 
banking and brokerage account 

Chris Wood Merindi Belarski Susan Owen Bradly Tharp Gary Rawlings Verner Verass
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relationships to organize our 
General and Restricted Accounts, 
which allow UAI to receive far 
more types of donor gifts than ever 
before   As the new CFO, I am most 
gratified by the unity, the vision, and 
the dedication of UAI leadership as 
we unite to meet the opportunities 
for service that will be forever 
before us 
Bradly is a member of the Executive 
Committee 

Gary Rawlings, UK
Membership Committee Chair
Gary is working with other members 
of the ISB for the forthcoming study 
group symposium that will be held 
in July 2014 at Madison in the USA
Duties cover ensuring that all 
air tickets that were funded by 
the UAI were booked and that all 
participants had their complete 
flight information details to travel 
to the venue and assisted with their 
travel until they arrived at their 
destination and return journey back 
home 
Gary is planning to charter a new 
local association in Nigeria and 
is preparing the ground work for 
this to happen now in 2014  They 
will then join Senegal, Malawi, and 
Zambia in becoming a member of 
the UAI in Africa  In 2010 the seeds 
were planted for a new local UAI 
association to be formed in the 
Netherlands and this will take place 
on the 23 rd August 2014 

The membership chair receives and 
distributes the applications that are 
submitted by readers through the 
UAI web site  These are forwarded 
to the appropriate associations 
to complete their membership 
application, working closely with the 
UAI Executive Administrator, Rick 
Lyon who relinquished his position 
after 10 years of dedicated service 
and his working with Margaret Slater 
Thompson who has taken over in the 
position as Executive Director and 
Michael Berry who is Membership 
Chair in the USA for the UAUS  
During the period of 2013 
we received 64 Membership 
applications both from the UAI old 
and new web sites and the Urantia 
Foundation  The majority of these 
coming from the USA  Gary also 
works with the Dissemination and 
Study Group Chairs and diligently 
attends the monthly ISB conference 
meetings 
Gary was assisted with his 
membership committee members 
that includes Aida Diaz from the 
Dominican Republic who covers  
South America and the Caribbean, 
Anton Miroshnichenko for the 
Ukraine for Eastern Europe and 
Moustapha Ddiaye for Africa and 
Asia 
Gary also sends out on a weekly 
basis Thoughts to Ponder with links 
that enable readers to connect 
on a daily basis to The Urantia 
Book through the UAI and Urantia 
Foundation web sites 

Verner Verass, Australia
Communications Committee Chair
Verner performs the duties of 
the Communications Committee 
which produces the Tidings and 
the UAI Journal newsletters and 
maintains the UAI website, www 
urantia-uai org, the UAI Forum, 
and our Spanish website and 
discussion forum  He also produces 
graphic design work for our 
organization and our events and 
activities  Vern is a member of the 
Executive Committee 

Sheila Keene-Lund, USA 
Education Committee Chair
Sheila performs the duties 
of the Education Committee, 
finding, creating, and distributing 
Urantia related educational 
materials to readers and 
study groups  Members of the 
Education Committee are Bradford 
Hansen-Smith, Jennifer Martin 
– Washington State, Lourdes 
Pizarro – Peru and Susan Owen 
– California  The group has been 
focusing on identifying and 
reviewing documents that will 
be handed to participants of 
the Study Group Symposium 
in June 2014  The team is also 
developing an index for the UAI 
website, (beginning with the 
publications, Journal and Tidings) 
Future activities will focus on 
finishing the index and preparing 
for the 2017 Teaching symposium  
Sheila is a member of the 
Executive Committee 

Sheila Keene-
Lund

Travis BinionBill Beasley Arnie Ondis Christopher 
Moseley

Bernie Belarski Rick Lyon

www.urantia-uai.org
www.urantia-uai.org
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Bill Beasley, USA
Study Groups Committee Chair
Bill, as chair of the Study Group 
Committee, helps readers to contact 
other readers for the purpose of 
finding or forming study groups   
One of the main focuses of the 
study group committee this year 
was to help insure The Uranita Book 
Study Group Directory, a cooperative 
effort of UAI, Urantia Foundation 
and Urantia Book Fellowship to help 
students of The Urantia Book find 
study groups to attend  This effort 
has proceeded quite well  Currently 
there are 335 groups representing 
33 countries registered  The website, 
urantiastudygroup org, is available 
in four languages  The eventual 
goal is to consolidate the contact 
information from all study groups 
into one database  One of the main 
priorities is to ensure privacy, when 
desired, of the study group hosts  
Inquiries to the administrative team 
increase weekly 
Along with the other committees 
of the ISB much effort was put into 
creating and developing the Study 
Group Symposium scheduled for 
June 2014  This symposium will focus 
on the mission and purpose of study 
groups  The practical and spiritual 
integration of the teachings as well 
as increasing their effectiveness will 
also be emphasized  
The ongoing effort to depoliticize 
and grow the number of study 
groups continues  The evaluation 
and search for more effective 
measures of the reader referral 
process proceeds 

Arnie Ondis, USA
Conference Committee Chair
Arnie as head of the Conference 
Committee, helps national and local 
associations with their events and 
with hosting the UAI International 
Conference  
Arnie was elected Conference Chair 
in February 2012  

Christopher Moseley, UK 
Translations Committee Chair
Chris performs the duties of 
the Translation Committee  

This includes co-ordinating the 
translation of the communications 
of the Representative Council and 
our newsletters as well as other 
forms of communication  
Effective liaison between the ISB 
and a dedicated team of volunteer 
translators has been established to 
provide accurate translation of the 
documents that the Board members 
need to share among themselves 
and the presidents of the national 
associations that use the major 
languages in which we operate    
These languages are currently 
English, French, Spanish and 
Portuguese  They cover the vast 
majority of the international 
readership  In the future, if the 
readership of the translated editions 
of the UB expands as the UAI might 
hope, Russian, and Korean, and later 
Chinese, might be added to this list  
Efforts to find a suitable Russian 
volunteer translator have not so far 
yielded any results  
The current team of translators 
possesses not only willingness 
to serve but a high professional 
level of expertise; in the future the 
Translation Chair is likely to need 
to recruit further translators, not 
only because the ISB is going to 
continue at an international level, 
but also because the tasks are likely 
to expand to include work on the 
Journal and any other projects that 
involve the UAI     
The work of the Translation Chair 
this year has been directed mainly 
by the ISB Secretary, but the service 
is also used by any other members 
of the Board who require messages 
and documents to be translated into 
our operating languages  Larger ISB 
documents, such as the governance 
rules, have also needed translation 
and checking  As the website 
expands, more translation work can 
be expected for its content 

Bernie Belarski, Australia
Dissemination Committee Chair
Bernie performs the duties of the 
Dissemination Committee which 
works to bring the book and the 
teachings to all areas of the world  

We do this by working to collect 
funds to purchase and distribute 
books to areas where books are 
expensive or hard to find  Bernie 
processes the reader referrals that 
we receive from Urantia Foundation 
by contacting the readers who 
request contact with fellow readers 

Rick Lyon, USA
Executive Administrator
Rick maintains the UAI Central 
Office  The Executive Administrator 
takes care of the day-to-day 
financial needs of UAI by collecting 
contributions and paying the bills  
He maintains monthly records of 
our income and expenses while also 
responding to the many email and 
telephone requests for information 
and assistance to readers  The UAI 
office is often the first point of 
contact for new readers  Rick works 
closely with Urantia Foundation 
to provide assistance to the 
Foundation and service to all readers 
of The Urantia Book.

Travis Binion, USA 
Judicial Commissioner
The Judicial Commission provides 
a fair and just means of resolving 
disputes and deciding appeals 
within the jurisdiction of the Judicial 
Commission established by the UAI 
Charter, interprets UAI governing 
documents, on request determine 
whether the governing documents 
of constituent associations or any 
rules, policies, procedures, practices, 
or actions of UAI or any constituent 
association violate the UAI 
governing documents, and develops 
and makes available on request 
model procedures, training courses, 
and materials for the establishment 
of conciliating commissions by 
constituent associations, and on 
request may provide assistance 
and training to help constituent 
associations establish conciliation 
commissions or other forms of 
dispute resolution  Travis Binion 
presently serves as the Chief Judicial 
Commissioner along with Anna 
Kuznecova of Finland and Benet 
Rutenbert of USA 
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How did Jesus know when his hour 
had come? How did he know that 
what he was doing was in accordance 
with Gods will? Perhaps it was when 
the way forward appeared suddenly 
and seemed clear and right  Perhaps 
when the results of our actions 
turn out so well it is then that we 
know that what we are doing is in 
accordance with Gods will  
2013 was a year of transition for UAI  
Like many transitions there is some 
anxiety about the changes along with 
the anticipation of a new and exciting 
future  
When UAI was established as our 
own separate non-profit organization 
in 2003, half of the ISB members 
were given initial two year terms in 
addition to their allowed two terms 
of four years  This was done so that 
all our board members did not stand 
for re-election or reach term limits at 
the same time   In 2013 some of our 
original ISB members reached their 
term limits and as required by our 
Charter and Bylaws, left the board  This 
of course created anxiety about the 
changes 
During our first ten years as UAI, we 
have accomplished a great deal under 
the leadership of Gaetan Charland 
who served us well as President for 
ten years   There are not enough words 
in any of the languages of Urantia 
to express the love and leadership 
of Gaetan or his loyalty, wisdom, and 
courage for this revelation, UAI, and 
for all of you   Gaetan is a teacher, 
a leader, and a friend to all who 
know him and especially to all of 

us who have been blessed to serve 
with him   Establishing a non-profit 
international service organization is 
no small task  As the first president 
of UAI, Gaetan did a remarkable job 
with the many challenges that this 
young organization faced  Many 
challenges came from creating 
a legal entity in accordance with 
governing regulations, finding the 
people to serve, and then encouraging 
and promoting a vision that is the 
foundation of this organization  Two 
other major accomplishments are the 
implementation of a Strategic Plan 
for UAI and the hugely successful UAI 
2011 Leadership Symposium  However, 
certainly no less important are the 
personal travels that took Gaetan 
and his supportive wife, Line, to many 
countries promoting not just UAI but 
advocated the formation of thousands 
of study groups and the training of 
teachers and leaders in Africa, Asia, 
Australia, Europe, South America, and 
all across North America  We are truly 
an international service organization 
due in large part to the efforts of our 
friend, our teacher, and our leader—
Gaetan Charland  We will miss his 
presence on the ISB  But…
After the anxiety of losing our long 
time mentor and leader came the 
excitement of anticipation when 
a young man named Chris Wood 
stepped forward to accept the 
responsibility and challenges of 
leading UAI into the future  Many of 
you know Chris because he has been 
involved with Urantia related activities 
since he was very young  He has 
previously served in several positions 

with local and national associations  
Chris is supported by his wife Alice 
who is also a long time student of The 
Urantia Book and a familiar face to 
many of us  Their babies entertained 
us at the Leadership Symposium in 
Chicago   As we write this it is safe 
to point out that Chris, as our new 
president, has been tested early and 
often  Chris has met these challenges 
with wisdom beyond his years and 
a calm peaceful demeanor  We are 
indeed blessed to have Chris as our 
new president of UAI   
Our CFO Mark Kurtz reached his term 
limits and left the board as well  
The secure legal standing and firm 
financial foundation of UAI was due 
in large to the dedication and tenacity 
of Mark as our CFO  Mark waded 
through government regulations that 
would make most of us pull the plug 
on our computer  He was, and still 
is, committed to helping create and 
grow UAI into a professional service 
organization that is advancing this 
revelation locally, nationally, and 
internationally  Mark is committed 
to UAI as an organization that serves 
all students of The Urantia Book 
regardless of their faith, culture, or 
nationality  He also implemented 
several opportunities for fund raising, 
both short and long term, to support 
the activities and projects of UAI  UAI 
cannot serve on thoughts, hopes, 
and wishes alone  It takes action to 
serve and accomplish our mission 
and therefore it takes money to fund 
our activities as an organization of 
individuals seeking to change this dark 
and confused world into a world of 
light and life  

UAI Update

Activities for the year ended 31 December 2013 
based upon the eight committees of the ISB
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Ten men are of little more 
value than one in lifting 
a great load unless they 
lift together—all at the 
same moment. And such 
teamwork—social co-
operation—is dependent 
on leadership.”    [Paper 81:6 36, 

page 911 § 2]

In 2015, we face the loss of another two 
valuable and long time members of 
the ISB, Merindi Belarski, serving as Vice 
President of UAI and Chairman of the 
RC, and Vern Verass, Communications 
Committee Chairman   Merindi’s 
leadership and wise counsel have 
been very important to all we have 
accomplished and will accomplish in 
the future   Our excellent publications 
and website are the result of Vern’s 
talents, experience, and loyalty to UAI 
and this revelation  We encourage 
our associations to begin—today—
grooming their members to be 
potential candidates for these 
important positions  Nominations will 
open in late 2014 
Fund raising was a major focus of 2013  
As our opportunities to serve and our 
plans for growth increase we need the 
support of our members and friends to 
accomplish those things we have been 
given to do  Over the past five years we 
have seen each year set a new record for 
contributions  In 2013 our contributions 
were the highest ever and we achieved 
a major milestone in fund raising  
The ISB created a new fund raising 
committee to continue this success and 
we are excited about their plans for the 
future  Former CFO Mark Kurtz lead the 
way in creating an endowment fund 
to provide opportunities for students 
of The Urantia Book to contribute 
significantly to the permanent and 
long term support of UAI  Endowment 
funds and the ability to name UAI in 
wills, trusts, and estate planning provide 

ways for people to support the growth 
of this revelation long after they have 
graduated from this life   The board 
approved the creation of restricted 
funds so that families of our deceased 
members may create memorial funds 
in the name of graduated loved ones 
to support UAI activities  Our new CFO, 
Brad Tharp, has set up investment 
accounts to make the money we have 
work for us too  
The ISB and RC approved the project to 
host the 2014 Study Group Symposium  
This is an event to follow up and build 
upon our 2011 Leadership Symposium  
Some ask, “Why do you want to tell 
me how to run my study group?” The 
intention is not to tell people what to 
do but to share with other study group 
hosts what works and what doesn’t 
work  We need more study groups 
and only by sharing information and 
techniques can we motivate people 
to start their own study group or 
help hosts keep their group alive and 
interesting  This event will take place 
in Madison, Wisconsin, USA in June of 
2014   Urantia Foundation is a sponsor 
of this event   We encourage all study 
group hosts and those interested in 
becoming study group hosts from all 
around the world to attend  We hope 
to recreate the energy of the 2011 
Leadership Symposium with our 2014 
Study Group Symposium   Visit our 
website for more information  
Speaking of our website, in 2013 we 
opened a new and very well designed 
website  This website offers a lot of 

information about UAI along with 
a new interactive discussion forum 
and a unique search function for The 
Urantia Book  The forums have free 
access but included paid subscription 
levels that are intended to help fund 
the development and long term 
maintenance of the website   We 
also created a Website Management 
Committee to control the content 
and functionality of the website   
In a gesture of friendship and 
cooperation, links to other Urantia 
related organizations and websites are 
included for the first time   Like many 
big projects there have been difficulties 
and challenges along the way but in 
April of 2013 the new website went live 
at www urantia-uai org  We encourage 
you to visit our website to learn more 
about UAI and to use the many tools to 
aid your study of The Urantia Book  
The hosting of our 9th UAI International 
Conference was awarded to Urantia 
Association of Quebec, a local 
association of Urantia Canada 
Association  The conference will be 
held from July 30th through August 
3rd, at a beautiful setting near 
Montreal, Canada  These associations 
have extensive experience in hosting 
conferences and plans are underway 
to ensure that the 9th International 
Conference of UAI will be an enjoyable 
and spiritually uplifting experience  We 
want to see you there!
Other important accomplishments 
of 2013 include the attendance of 
UAI leadership along with Urantia 
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Contacting UAI

Postal mailing address is: 

Urantia Association International 

559 W. Diversey Parkway #351  

Chicago, IL, 60614-7640,  

UNITED STATES.

Telephone: 773-572-1180 in the USA.  

Website:  www.urantia-uai.org. 

Email:  uaicentraloffice@urantia-uai.org

Local Association

UAI and The Urantia Book

We believe that The Urantia Book is the Fifth Epochal 

Revelation of God to man. The Urantia Book, first 

published in 1955 by Urantia Foundation, provides 

information about the origin, history, and destiny 

of mankind. It is richly detailed with scientific and 

historical information that integrates science and 

religion. Its 2097 pages are organized in 196 papers 

that explain our personal relationship with God and 

our importance as individual cosmic citizens, in a vast 

universe of universes. The Urantia Book is a guide for 

teaching friendship with God. 

“Of all human knowledge, that which is of greatest 

value is to know the religious life of Jesus and how he 

lived it.” [The Urantia Book, Paper 196:1, p. 2090:4]
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UAI and Urantia  

Foundation
Urantia Foundation was created 

in 1950 to preserve the text of 

The Urantia Book and disseminate it’s teachings. In 1992 

Urantia Foundation formed a new fraternal group which 

in 2006 became autonomous as Urantia Association 

International. UAI is a reader membership, task-oriented 

social and service organization which supports the 

Declaration of Trust that created Urantia Foundation and 

works in close partnership with the Foundation in the 

areas of reader services, book fairs, and library and prison 

book placement.  UAI is licensed by Urantia Foundation 

to use the three azure-blue concentric circles and the 

word “Urantia” as trademark identifiers.” 

A Guide to  

Urantia Association 

International

A

Study Group Guide Welcome

Launching, hosting, and facilitating study of  The Urantia Book

Study Group Guide
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A

Conference Manual Overview

Comprehensive Guidebook 

for Conference Organizers

Conference Manual
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Foundation and Urantia Book 
Fellowship in media training that gave 
an eye opening experience in talking 
about The Urantia Book with members 
of many forms of news media and 
social networking  An Ambassadors 
Committee was created to facilitate 
the travel of UAI leaders to meet 
with our associations in an effort to 
provide for the sharing of information, 
training, and inspiration to our 
members  Communication is our most 
powerful tool in the accomplishment 
of our mission and nothing is more 
effective than a personal visit among 
leaders and students of this revelation   
Our President, Chris Wood, has already 
made one trip to visit several countries 
in South America  Such visits are 
extremely important to reminding the 
people of all countries that they are 
part of this worldwide project to bring 
light to this dark and confused world  
While this revelation was introduced 
here in the United States, this 
revelation and the responsibility for 
it belong to all people of all countries 
and cultures of this world  Therefore, 
UAI places great importance upon the 
word “international” in our name   
It is important for us to share with 
you the many opportunities and 
accomplishments of the previous year 
that resulted from your support and 
the opportunities of the coming year 
that rely on it  Your support is needed 
in many forms—prayers, participation, 
leadership, and financial  We must 
communicate frequently with our 
members and all students of The 
Urantia Book that our organization 
and members serve  We are part of 
something very big and very important 
to the future of this world and the 
people who begin their eternal journey 
of discovery here on Urantia  
The statement from the Publication 
Mandate says that:
“(You) who have dedicated (your) lives 
to the service of the Book and the 
Brotherhood can little realize the 
import of (your) doings. (You) will 
doubtless live and die without fully 
realizing that (you) are participating 
in the birth of a new age of religion on 
this world.

Dissemination
•  Received and forwarded reader 

referrals to our local associations for 
contact

• Funded the purchase of 1200 
books for library placement in the 
Phillippines and Nepal 

• Purchased 800 Spanish books for 
distribution by our association in 
Mexico 

• Processed a record number of 
requests for book for our Prison 
Inmate Response Team (PIRT)   

Study groups
• Working with Conference Committee 

to develop study group symposium
• Communicated with many study 

group hosts and members
• Participated in the Study Group 

Directory management 
• An administrative team maintains 

the Directory and comprises three 
members of UAI, Urantia Foundation, 
and the Fellowship 

Membership
 • Received UAI membership online 

applications 
• Ongoing communication with 

students of The Urantia Book 
to promote the creation of new 
associations 

Conferences
 • Continued planning for the 2014 

Study Group Symposium
• Awarded the 2015 UAI International 

Conference to Urantia Association 
Quebec 

Education
• Lourdes Pizarro, Jennifer Martin, and 

Susan Owen became members of the  
Education Committee 

• ISB approved the revised Education 
Committee Mission statement 
as follows: “The mission of the 
UAI Education Committee is to 
provide educational resources and 
experiential opportunities that 
awaken “the hunger and thirst for 
righteousness” and stimulate the 
conscious development of a well-
balanced personality of increasing 
cosmic insight, moral awareness, 
and spiritual perception, essential to 
the fulfillment of UAI’s mission — to 
foster in-depth study of The Urantia 

Book and disseminate its teachings 
to all humankind ”

Communications:
•  Completed replacement of the UAI 

Website with many new features and 
functions

•  Published the UAI Journal and Tidings 
newsletters  

•  Promoted transition of discussion 
group from the old UAI Forum and 
UAI list to the new website Social 
Community  

•  Implemented the use of Mailchimp 
for mass email communication 

• Suzanne Kelly continues to serve as 
editor of UAI Journal and Sherry 
Layton is Editor of Tidings  

Translations
•  Translated many messages for the RC, 

ISB, and the Central Office
•  Translators provided translation for 

Tidings and UAI Journal 

UAI Central Office
•  Worked with incoming members of 

the ISB to train and provide them 
with materials and information 
they need to begin their service on 
the board 

•  Continued work to upgrade the UAI 
database 

•  Achieved fund raising goals for 2013 
and worked with new fund raising 
committee 

•  Considerable time was spent 
working with the Communications 
Committee and website developer 
on the new UAI website

•  Attended fund raising symposium 
in Chicago

•  Attended meeting to set up UAI 
Endowment Fund with Chicago 
Community Trust  

•  Focused on communication with 
leaders, members, and students of 
The Urantia Book.

Charter and Bylaws 
•  Travis Binion, former chairman of this 

committee, remains as an advisor to 
the ISB and acts as a Parliamentarian 
for the board   Travis now serves as 
Judicial Commissioner 

A

Conference Manual Overview

Comprehensive Guidebook 

for Conference Organizers

Conference Manual
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INTERNATIONAL

®
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2013 Financial Report

Statement of Activities-Income and Expense 
For the Full Year 2013; January-December

Income (in United States dollars) $

Ordinary contributions 87,866

Earned income 25

Dividends and interest 8

Restricted Funds Gifts 13,868

Gifts in-kind (goods) 9,970

Other—cash fees 2,495

Total Income 114,294

Expenses $

Program services 24,528

Administration services 22,049

ISB general operations (includes funds transferred to permanent endowment) 12,817

Total Expenses 59,395

Change in Net Assets 54,899
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Statement of Financial Position as of December 31, 2012  
(The Balance Sheet)

Assets $

Cash (in United States dollars) 118,168

Liabilities none

Equity
$

Year beginning Fund Balance 63,286

Net income (loss) 54,899

Total Equity (yearend Fund Balance) 118,899

Comment

Assets include the following restricted accounts: $

Conference Fund 20,005

Conference Sponsorship Fund 4,608

Global Seeding Fund 2,734

Total Restricted Funds Balance 27,347
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Publications

Keeping members informed 
with articles and news of 
activities from countries  
around the world 

UAI 
produces 
Tidings and Journal, 
to communicate to a growing 
international readership and to 
inform and foster brotherhood 

The UAI Journal provides in-depth 
and thought provoking articles 
on topics found in The Urantia 
Book. It is a great resource for 
all who wish to gain a greater 
understading of the concepts 
presented 

Tidings features good news about 
UAI activities—experiences 
shared between the members 
of the various associations 
worldwide  

Together they are an important 
barometer on the current growth 
of the Urantia community 

Journal Tidings
ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONAL

®

JOURNALhttp://urantia-uai.org/ Vol. 20, No. 1  February 2013 

 1 Meditation in The Urantia Book: Jesus Style
Peter Holley, USA

 2 Editorial
SUzAnne Kelly, USA

12 Restoring the lost son to his Father’s house  
(and heart)
SHerry lAy ton, USA

14 A vision of the celestial importance of study groups
CHArleS lAUrenCe oliveA, CAnAdA

16 Truth, Beauty, Goodness and Worship
riCK WArren, USA
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All the articles express the opinions of their individual authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of UAI as an organization.

Continued on page 3

Words change their meaning

The Urantia Book tells us that Jesus 
meditated—a lot! What it doesn’t say is that 
the word “meditation” has evolved away from its 
original meaning during the years following the 

revelation’s final inditing in the mid-1930s. such evolution 
of words was, of course, anticipated by the revelators, who 
tell us that the expression of religion “must be restated every 

time the dictionary of human language is revised.” 
[Paper 99:1, page 1087:3] likewise, the meaning of 
each affected teaching needs to be renewed when 
necessary.

the problem with changed words is that 
they can give us an altered picture if we aren’t 
careful. the fact that Jesus used and taught 
meditation as a means to communicate with one’s 
Thought adjuster makes it vitally important for 
us to understand what is meant, if, as The urantia 
Book states on the last page, the “great challenge 
to modern man is to achieve better communication 

with the divine Monitor that dwells within the human mind.” 
[Paper 196:3, page 2097:2]

a dictionary contemporary with the reception of the 
finalized urantia Papers (as later originally published in 
The Urantia Book) provides the following definition of the 
word “meditation”: close or continued thought, the turning 
or revolving of a subject in the mind, serious contemplation; 
mental reflection; often specifically, thought devoted to 
religious subjects.1

The type of “meditation” often associated with eastern 
religions, which requires an altered state of consciousness, 
had not at that time migrated into the dictionary. It became 

Meditation in 
The Urantia Book: 
Jesus Style

Peter Holley 
USA

a secondary definition of “meditation” sometime after Yogi 
Paramhansa Yogananda came to the West and brought 
about what has been called a religious revolution with the 
1946 publication of his book, autobiography of a Yogi. 
Yet a look at a 1955 desk dictionary shows that the more 
intellectually passive type of meditation had not even 
appeared by The Urantia Book’s publication date. Neither 
is it included in my 1982 “College” dictionary. some 
modern dictionaries, however, now place it as the preferred 
definition. The following definition of the intransitive use 
of the verb is from an online dictionary: 
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“meditation”: close or 
continued thought, the 
turning or revolving of 

a subject in the mind, 
serious contemplation; 

mental reflection; 
often specifically, 

thought devoted to 
religious subjects.
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 1 Communing with God
Marc Belleau, canada

 2 Editorial
Suzanne Kelly, uSa

11 The Elements of Reality and Positional Values
Trevor Swadling, auSTr alia
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Continued on page 3

The great challenge to modern man is to achieve better 
communication with the divine Monitor that dwells 
within the human mind. Man’s greatest adventure in 
the flesh consists in the well-balanced and sane effort to 
advance the borders of self-consciousness out through 
the dim realms of embryonic soul-consciousness in a 
wholehearted effort to reach the borderland of spirit-
consciousness—contact with the divine presence. [Paper 
196:3.33, page 2097:2]

Thrilled upon reading this quote, i 
decided, at a certain point in time, to add on my 
weekly agenda three half-hour periods of prayer 
and worship. i would sit alone in a peaceful spot, 

close my eyes and clear my mind of any thoughts so as 
to worship god and express to him in my own wording 
the love i have for him as well as my personal needs. This 

lasted three years and, gradually, i slowed the pace 
of these encounters to the point of ceasing them. 
Why? Because i felt it was redundant, a bit like 
in that period of time when i would attend mass. 
i felt prisoner of a habit in which spontaneity 
and creativity were excluded. in reality, i had 
become the prisoner of my own formulated 
rite. i came to the conclusion that my way of 
communicating with my creator was walled in a 
ritual, duplicated from a model inherited from 
religions of authority and “new age” movements 
i was told about.

upon redefining worship, in the light of the 
teachings of the 5th revelation, i improved my way of com-
muning with my celestial father. This writing is aimed at 

Communing with God

Marc Belleau 
Canada

exploring this understanding. at first hand and before we 
elaborate on our main subject, we will develop on the sine 
qua non condition to the reception of the adjuster, the 
bestowal of the human mind. secondly, we will pinpoint 
the adjuster’s presence within human consciousness. 
Thirdly, we will explore four levels of manifested worship: 
veneration, understanding, action and expression. let us 
analyze the stage preceding the arrival of the Thought 
adjuster, receiving human mind.
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I had become the 
prisoner of my own 

formulated rite. I came 
to the conclusion 

that my way of 
communicating with 

my creator was walled 
in a ritual, duplicated 

from a model 
inherited…

Note: I would like to thank Peter Holley, author of ¨Meditation in The Urantia Book 
—Jesus style¨ for having inspired me, through his text, all this questioning on com-
munion between the Adjuster and the human mind.
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It is my intention to review historical 
facts in the light of books such as the Bible, books by 
lettered men such as martin luther, John calvin, 
Thomas hobbes and John wycliffe among others, and 

obviously by The Urantia Book. some concepts explored 
here are self-explanatory, but other terms and topics 

require a minimal knowledge of The Urantia 
Book. in such cases i will take the time to explain 
or elaborate the difficult subject, while in others, i 
will list references the reader can explore in more 
detail in his or her own time.

in this essay i will talk about institutions 
such as the roman catholic church. i will not 
do it with words of judgment or criticism, but 
as historical facts and historical perspective in 
the light of The Urantia Book and in order to 
elaborate the theme of my thesis.

as students of The Urantia Book, you and 
i may or may not agree on some points but in order to 
continue the learning process we must challenge each 
other’s views

Introduction

about 12 years ago, i started reading The Urantia Book 
and it did not take me too long to soon realize how dif-
ficult it was to understand its multiple topics, especially 
its initial chapters. But this fact alone did not stop me 
from experiencing the pleasure of discovering so much 
information, correctness and truth. one of the passages 
that puzzled me the most, and one concept that has 
taken me nearly 12 years to understand, has to do with 
the “seventh Bestowal of michael” and in particular the 

The future role of 
The Urantia Book
Javier Dario aguDelo

USA

one dealing with the “Bestowal limitations” , let us read 
what The Urantia Book says:

I. The seventh bestowal of Christ Michael

Urantia Book Paper 119: “when the eternal son 
bestows a creator son upon a projected local universe, 
that creator son assumes full responsibility for the 
completion, control, and composure of that new 
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…one concept 
that has taken me 

nearly 12 years 
to understand, 

has to do with the 
“Seventh Bestowal 

of Michael” and 
in particular the 

one dealing with 
the “Bestowal 

Limitations” 
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Continued on page 3

B enign” may be defined as having 
“a gentle disposition: gRaCiOUs…showing 
kindness and gentleness.”  “affinity” may be 
defined as “sympathy marked by a community 

of interest: KinshiP.”  (Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate 
Dictionary)  Using this concept of benign affinity, here 

is a question to consider.  are we not at our best 
when we are affiliated benevolently?   in other 
words, when we act toward each other as kindred 
souls and kindred minds?

Relationships & Systems

another way to characterize that kinship is with 
the concepts of “relationship” and “system.”  a 
solitary messenger of Orvonton, writing in 
The Urantia Book, explained the difference this 
way: Relationships exist between two objects, but 
three or more objects eventuate a system, and such 

a system is much more than just an enlarged or complex 
relationship.  This distinction is vital, for in a cosmic system 
the individual members are not connected with each other 
except in relation to the whole and through the individuality 
of the whole.  [Paper 112:1.17, page 1227:7]  if we refer to persons, 
instead of objects, we can use these concepts to directly 
address the theme of this study.  

The solitary messenger’s meaning seems to be 
reflected in a Confucian metaphor that branches only 
make sense in relation to the trunk of a tree.  We are all 
defined in various ways by being a part of many systems.  
Consider the notion of family and its many levels or the 
idea of cosmic citizen in tandem with the supreme in 
the universes of time and space.

Benign Affinity

Charles laurenCe Olivea

USA

i infer that this distinction of relationship and 
system is a basic pattern of the universe.  With this in 
mind, i suggest that there is inherent in the universe a 
pattern of cause and effect that permits, ad infinitum, 
various kinds of relationships to emerge creatively into 
new forms or systems.  Thus, the universe structure of 
reality by intent encourages relationships to change and 
grow endlessly.  The father has created a universal 
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Relationships 
exist between two 
objects, but three 

or more objects 
eventuate a system, 

and such a system 
is much more than 

just an enlarged 
or complex 

relationship.
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It was our first conversation. after 

some back and forth on the phone, i asked, “How 

can i help you?”  i could feel my new friend’s answer 

come from the depth of his soul: “i want to get better 

at introducing The Urantia Book to others.”  for days i 

pondered what he said, awaiting fresh insight to offer in 

return.  This essay continues the conversation.

we know what The Urantia Book has done for us, 

and we see a world that needs to change in the light of 

its truths.  it may seem that the obvious thing to do is 

to go forth as evangelists proclaiming the book.  

we meet people and introduce it to them, but 

sometimes things don’t go well, and we may feel 

strange and wonder what to do.

we will succeed in revealing truth to 

our world in a way that is divine and wise if 

we combine the courage to reveal with the 

wisdom of evolutionary methods, adapting 

what we teach and how we teach to the other 

person’s receptivity.

if we study The Urantia Book searching 

for wisdom about how to combine revelation 

and evolution, we find a lot.  every part of the book 

has important things to offer, but here we will mainly 

look at Jesus to gather some principles of revealing 

truth with evolutionary wisdom.

Prepare by study

as a youth, Jesus studied the scriptures of his place 

and time.  as a young adult, at age 27, he expanded his 

knowledge.  “At the Capernaum synagogue he found many 

Reveal truth effectively:

Use the power of revelation 

with the wisdom of evolution

J Hamilton

USA

new books in the library chests, and he spent at least five 

evenings a week at intense study” [Paper 129:1.6, page 1420:6].  

on the way to rome, he studied world religions.  During 

his four months training the first six apostles, Jesus not 

only revealed the teachings of the kingdom of heaven; he 

also led them in the study of Jewish scriptures.
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We will succeed 

in revealing truth 

to our world in 

a way that is 

divine and wise if 

we combine the 

courage to reveal 

with the wisdom 

of evolutionary 

methods…
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Dear Reader Friend,

Urantia has been given a wonderful revelatory upgrade 
for humanity—The Urantia Book contains guidance and 
instruction to increase potential for each benefiting 
reader to recognize the Father  UAI is poised to help 
fellow Urantians find new truth from this book through 
activities and projects  We could always use your 
volunteer time and financial support to put power into 
program and mission effort 

UAI intends to serve all Urantians on all continents 
through leadership development and outreach  The Study 
Group Symposium is a major event in the overall Urantian 
effort to empower mankind’s response to Revelator 
instruction and gifting of this book we readers cherish  
A unique opportunity to build community, one study 
group at a time  Clarification of the past and a vision for 
the future, an event where people, in learning together, 
make new friends and discover new talents through 
study and shared techniques to equip them to build on 
their inspiration to “go into all the world,” as the Master 
instructed before his ascension 

Power for success must come from spiritual resources 
within self and from material resources  Funds are 
needed to finance ongoing leadership programs now 
that their value is established  To aid those persons of 
lesser resources to attend, share, and be inspired to serve 

Donor Support Underpins our Mission

as leaders in their respective associations  Contributions 
go towards venue rental, transportation, supplies, fees, 
plus aid for those who need funds to travel 

The Annual Fund is always a good support concept as 
it funds the normal operations for UAI Central Office 
and other normal monthly expenses  Increased funding 
allows increased capability  The office is a central focal 
point for UAI contact and communication for all national 
and local associations as we attempt to stay in contact 
and in coordination for operations 

I would be pleased on behalf of the ISB and all 
associations if individuals, corporations, foundations and 
associations, would increase financial commitment and 
aid  Many persons listed in this report have been faithful 
with regular monthly contributions by credit card and 
PayPal  We would like in 2014–15 to triple the number of 
monthly contributors so that ongoing support is affirmed 
in increasing UAI empowerment in mission 

Please consider regular donations or a sustaining 
substantial gift  Use the form below for convenience 

In the spirit of brotherhood, 
Chris Wood 
President UAI

Yes, count me in! 

Name                                                                                                              

I authorize regular monthly charges of US $                                to my credit/debit card ( Visa / MC / AmEx)

A/C #                                                                                                             Exp  date                                                

Name appearing on card                                                                                                                                            

Signature                                                                                                         Date                                                      

I choose to send a check $                                                 

Please help us maintain up-to-date records:

Address                                                                                                                                                                        

City                                                                State/Prov                                   Postal Code                                         

Phone                                                              Email                                                                                                     

Clip and send with your support donation:

Mail this form with payment to:
Urantia Association International
559 West Diversey Parkway #351 
Chicago, IL 60614 USA – 60614-7640
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Holly Arvanites USA
Australia and New Zealand 
Urantia Association 
(ANZURA)

Australia/
New 

Zealand
Lee Armstrong USA
Jean Ascher Denmark
Steve and Tonia Baney USA
Bernie and Merindi Belarski Australia
Michael Berry USA
Travis and Gail Binion USA
Deborah Bowser USA
Scott Brooks USA
Doug Cable USA
Stephen Caruso USA
Danny and Mary Casko USA
Gaetan and Line Charland Canada
Victoria Clark (deceased) USA
Ernest and Lois Clement USA
Bert Cobb (deceased) USA
Janet Cote USA
Ron Craig USA
Sherie Crosby USA
Alain Cyr Canada
Janet Falbo USA
Bob Davis USA
Aaron Esselstrom USA
Robert Ezri Canada
Finland Urantia Association Finland
Lea Fishburn USA
Roxie Felger USA
Archer Ford USA
Joe Foreman USA
Clermont Fortier Canada
Dan Foster USA
French Association of 
Readers of The Urantia Book 
(AFFLU) 

France

Polly Friedman USA
Gestion Charland-Lessard Inc Canada
Ellen Gaynor USA
Katrina Glavan-Heise USA
Georgia Gleaves USA
Kevin Goodman USA
Jean Paul Gormann Canada
Chris Gravel Canada
Greater Lake Michigan 
Urantia Association (GLMUA)

USA

Michael Guibeault Canada
Rita Gum USA
Istvan Hargitai USA
Katharine J  Harries USA
F  Norman Harvey USA
Jacqueline Harvey Canada
Myra Hight USA

Name Country
Eric Hopper Canada
Polly Huddleston USA
Idaho Urantia Association USA
Ken Ingle USA
Gard Jameson USA
Nathen Jansen Canada
Richard Jernigan USA
Jesusonian Foundation USA
Cathy Jones USA
Juan Ismael Garcia Josa Spain
Richard Keeler USA
Franklin King USA
Lynn King Canada
Ernesto & Patty Kohler Peru
David & Marilyn Kulieke USA
Mark and Karen Kurtz USA
Mark Labine USA
Richard Lachance Canada
Marcel Laporte Canada
Svetlana Lambrino USA
Guy Laurin Canada
Gladys Leight USA
Morris Levin USA
David and Cherie Linthicum USA
Isaac Little USA
Jaqueline Lobrot Canada
Olga Lopez Spain
Rick Lyon USA
Julian McGarry Australia
Harry and Alice Mcknight USA
Bill Martin USA
Jennifer Martin USA
Matt Martin USA
Jerry Miller USA
Ricardo Miranda
Richard Mogannan USA
Luis Miguel Morales Argentina
Jairo Mosquera Colombia
Pat Murnin (deceased) USA
Steffani Murray USA
James Nelson USA
Olaf Nieslony Canada
Daniel O’Connor USA
Dan O’leary USA
Ohio Students of Urantia 
Book

USA

Arnie Ondis USA
Jean-Guy Ouellette Canada
Ed and Susan Owen USA
William Page USA
David Pearce USA
Roger Périgny Canada
Bertin Perron Canada

Name Country
James Perry USA
Rebecca Picou USA
PPC Charitable Foundation USA
Margaret Pyle USA
Association du Quebec Canada
Gary Rawlings Wales
Rhonda Richardson USA
Pierre Routhier Canada
Andrew Rux USA
Louise Sauvé Canada
Reynold Sawatzky USA
Nick Scalzo USA
Rita Schaad Australia
Jeanette Schafer USA
Lawrence Schkade USA
Will Sherwood USA
Mo Siegel USA
Patricia Snyder USA
William Spaulding USA
Urantia Association Spain Spain
Mike Stafford USA
Kent Stanton USA
Henry Stolz Canada
Southwest Urantia Readers 
Family

USA

Trevor and Kathleen 
Swadling

Australia

Phil Taylor USA
Preston Thomas USA
Les Tibbals USA
Dorothy Tripoli USA
Al Turnbo USA
Urantia Association United 
States (UAUS)

USA

Judy Van Cleave USA
Matt Van Slyke USA
Meredith VanWoert USA
John Vanderwalle Belgium
Verner Verass Australia
Will Vernard USA
Virginia/Carolina Readers 
Association

USA

Marli Von Stutterheim USA
Dave Wagstaff USA
Betty Lou Wallace USA
Kathy Wanenmacher USA
Rick Warren USA
Washington State Urantia 
Association

USA

Patricia Watson USA
Faith Weidner, MD USA
William Wentworth Australia
Mike Wood USA
James Woodward USA

Financial Contributors to UAI
In appreciation for their support for UAI and our activities, we wish to recognize the following contributors to UAI 
during 2013  Your financial support helped us to provide study group guides, publish the UAI Journal and Tidings, 
host our website and forums, provide books to study groups and readers, provide tools and resources to our 
associations, send representatives to visit readers and associations, and the other dissemination projects of UAI  
Thank you!
Names posted with permission. Not all contributors are listed
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