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Who We Are

Urantia Association International (UAI) is a membership organization that 
serves all readers of The Urantia Book around the world  Our mission is to 
foster in-depth study of the text of The Urantia Book and to disseminate its 
teachings to all mankind 

UAI is a not-for-profit corporation 
for religious and charitable 
purposes  Our mission is to:

1  Foster in-depth study of The  
Urantia Book 

2  Disseminate its teachings  
through reader study groups,  
publications, social activities,  
and conferences  

3  Develop teachers and leaders  
for the dissemination of the  
teachings of The Urantia Book. 

UAI does not express opinions or 
take positions on political, social, 
or economic issues and does not 
identify itself with any nationality, 
race, or religion  

UAI is not a church or an 
organized religion  We do not 
compete with any faith or 
religion  UAI welcomes people of 
all faiths, races, and nationalities  
We seek spiritual fellowship 
among all people of this world  
True religion is the personal 
spiritual experience of each 
individual 

UAI is a group endeavour by 
religionists who study The 
Urantia Book and are inspired by 
its revelatory teachings; people 
who wish to cooperate with 
all other religionists to achieve 
the spiritual, social, and moral 
regeneration of this world  UAI 
members come from many 
different religions and cultures 
and have a personal relationship 
with God that is inspired by The 
Urantia Book  The teachings of 
The Urantia Book call upon all 
people to share spiritual unity, 
not uniformity, meaning that 
while our beliefs may differ, our 
faith is a personal response to the 
same inner urge and therefore 
we share a common destiny of 
brotherhood 
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UAI’s Purpose and Goals
UAI was inaugurated to work 
in a complementary capacity 
with Urantia Foundation, the 
publisher of The Urantia Book, for 
the purpose of fostering the in-
depth study of The Urantia Book 
and the orderly dissemination 
of its teachings  It is a reader 
membership, task-oriented, social 
and service organization and, by 
focusing on its goals, is designed 
to assist Urantia Foundation in 
achieving its objectives as stated 
in its Declaration of Trust  Our 
mission is to provide interactive 
learning environments in which 
participants deepen and broaden 
their knowledge of The Urantia 
Book, increase their teaching 
and leadership skills, and enjoy 
fellowship while doing so 

Through UAI, readers of The 
Urantia Book may join in the 
collective duty of providing 
a service ministry and social 
interaction for readers and non-
readers alike  It is hoped that the 
teachings of The Urantia Book will 
be spread unselfishly, without 
fanfare or personal recognition 

The UAI Today
Developing Teachers and 
Leaders

The fifth epochal revelation—as 
this body of work has come to be 
known—was given to the world 
well before its worldwide mission 
has been widely recognized  
Members of UAI are challenged to 
develop new teachers and leaders 
for the spiritual renaissance of 
the world  By fostering the in-
depth study of The Urantia Book 
and the orderly dissemination of 
its teachings, UAI develops men 
and women who become well 
versed in its overall philosophy 
and who are moved to impart, 
and to assist others to impart, 
those teachings to all of 
humanity 

UAI provides opportunities for 
many people to participate 
in meetings, seminars, and 
conferences in various capacities  
Good leaders are essential to 
the formation of successful 
and dynamic study groups 
and associations  However, it 
is important that such leaders 

naturally emerge from among 
the readership  UAI does not 
presume to designate who is and 
who is not a leader  Associations 
and local study groups choose 
the people whom they view as 
well-informed, insightful, and 
successful communicators to 
teach, speak, and lead activities 

Study Groups

Often, when individuals seek to 
gain a deep appreciation and 
understanding of the teachings 
of The Urantia Book, they find 
it helpful to study the book 
with others  The local, informal 
study group is the place where 
teamwork is forged and spiritual 
growth is fostered; it is the most 
important social and educational 
arena for disseminating the 
teachings of The Urantia Book 

Much is gained from sharing 
insights, interpretations, 
experiences, and understandings 
with others  Therefore the 
formation of study groups is a 
primary goal of UAI  

UAI seeks to foster the 
development of study groups 

Our Mission

To foster study of The Urantia Book and to 
disseminate its teachings 
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by encouraging its members to 
attend a study group in their 
area or, if there are no other 
readers in the vicinity, to list 
themselves as being willing to 
become a study group host  

Study groups do not constitute 
any part of the formal UAI 
structure yet they are vital to 
its work  UAI supports those 
study groups which focus 
exclusively on the study and 
implementation of The Urantia 
Book teachings: the Fatherhood 
of God and the Brotherhood of 
Man 

UAI works in liaison with the 
Urantia Foundation to foster 
regional contact among readers  
The Foundation maintains a 
database of readers who have 
contacted them and expressed 
a desire to socialize with other 
readers in their area  These 
readers are referred to other 
readers in that location, as well 
as to a UAI officer if there is an 
association in that vicinity  The 
UAI member contacts the reader 
with a courtesy call and lets him 
or her know of any study groups, 
conferences, or local reader 
activities in the area 

Study aids, educational services, 
and assistance in forming and 
maintaining successful study 
groups are provided by UAI  
Members are encouraged to 
develop and share secondary 
works that will assist readers 
in their comprehension of the 
complex concepts found in The 
Urantia Book 

Conferences and Seminars

Conferences, meetings, and 
seminars are organized by UAI 
to bring readers of The Urantia 
Book together  These kinds of 
meetings assist readers in their 
study as well as giving students 
an opportunity to meet and 
interact with fellow readers  
Programs are developed that 
encourage the in-depth study 
of The Urantia Book and the 
development of the leaders and 
teachers needed to stimulate 
and facilitate the spread of the 
teachings 

The events, topics, teachers, 
venues, and time frames of 
meetings are planned well in 
advance  UAI members may 
volunteer or be asked to accept 
responsibility in any of these 
areas  By sponsoring gatherings 
from time to time, UAI hopes to 
stimulate deeper understanding 
of the teachings of the book, 
strengthen commitment 
to its teachings and their 
dissemination, and eventually 
stimulate creative activities in 
the greater arena of human 
society 

In addition to meetings and 
conferences sponsored by Local 
and National Associations, 
UAI organizes an international 

conference every three years  
So that all members worldwide 
have an opportunity to attend 
and to participate in these 
activities, the venue for this 
event alternates between those 
countries that have a National 
Association 

Publications

Publications and communication 
vehicles such as newsletters, 
periodicals, Web sites, and 
interactive Internet services 
are important tools for 
communication among the 
worldwide membership of UAI  
These assist in keeping readers 
abreast of news and reader 
activities as well as serving as 
educational and study pieces  
UAI produces a quarterly 
publication of informative 
articles UAI Journal, in multiple 
languages  Tidings, a bi-monthly 
newsletter debuted in June 2005  
In addition, various Local and 
National Associations produce 
their own local newsletters 

The UAI Web site displays 
information, news, and, archives 
of its journals, with links to 
other Web sites such as Urantia 
Foundation’s site as well as 
those created by Local and 
National Associations  A public 
Forum is in place for readers to 
discuss topics arising from their 
study of The Urantia Book  A 
UAI discussion email list is also 
provided for members to discuss 
organizational issues and to 
keep members in touch with one 
another 

Grevet Moyo, Malawi, with Gaétan Charland at 
the UAI International Conference, Columbia. 
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President’s Report

“Our watchwords are teamwork and service  By living 
these ideals we ensure personal growth and a vibrant 
progressive organization ”

This is the last report I make and 
sign as president of UAI, my ten 
years term has come to an end 
and for the next four years; a 
new president will take the helm 
of UAI    The year 2012 has been 
mainly one of consolidation for 
UAI and great things have been 
done to secure the financial 
future of UAI  While we are still 
working to improve our revenues, 
we are also working diligently 
to make UAI more serviceable 
to its members and its mission  
A greater focus is put on study 
groups for we believe that good 
teachers and leaders can emerge 
from those in-house classrooms   
While we focus more and more 
in that area, our philosophy of 
service toward this part of our 
mission must adapt itself to 
higher organizational realities 

For the year 2012, UAI has set 
a new milestone in its history, 
it was the first time ever that 
a UAI international conference 
was held in South America   This 
historical event that took place 
in Medellin, Colombia, attracted 
many readers from twenty-two 
different countries from across 
the world, nearly every chartered 
association of UAI was represented 

during those three days that 
this conference lasted   Three 
of the great challenges posed 
by such a conference, were the 
simultaneous translation of the 
many outstanding presentations 
in two different languages, the 
sponsorship of many readers 
hailing from South America, North 
America, Europe, Asia and many 
from as far as Africa and the 
financial challenges imposed by 
such an undertaking 

During the year, our CFO, Mark 
Kurtz has initiated an Endowment 
fund that should provide UAI with 
the means to provide donors the 
opportunity to give money to a 
perpetuity fund that will guarantee 
the financial stability and future 
of our organization    This fund 
was officially inaugurated on the 
25th of October at the office of The 
Chicago Community Trust and a 
substantial gift was given to kick 
start this important initiative  
I invite any willing and serious 
donors to give generously to this 
fund   Nowhere will your financial 
contribution to the mission of the 
Revelation bring such a lasting 
return far exceeding your human 
life  

Another great project took place 
in 2012, the communication 
committee Chair, Vern Verass 
has been actively involved with 
the help of the International 
Service Board and an outside 
contractor in the building of a 
new Website for UAI  This project 
has been long overdue and will 
provide our organization with 
an essential tool to promote its 
mission and attract new readers 
with its revolutionary community 
network   The Website will also 
offer a way to finance itself by 
way of paid subscriptions in order 
to gain entry to parts of its social 
network   The Website will also 
include an Intranet that was a 
much-needed tool to help the 
International Service Board and 
all the chartered associations in 
the management of their affairs   
The launch is schedule for the 
beginning of the year 2013 

During its yearly face-to-
face meeting in Chicago, the 
International Service Board has 
been actively reviewing the 
Charter and By-Laws in order to 
make more current our ruling 
documents  This tedious and 
important work of revision was 
accomplished with the help of 

Gaétan G Charland, 
President of UAI

Dear Friends of UAI,
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former Chair of the Charter and 
By-Laws committee, Travis Binion 
who was instrumental in the 
original designing and writing of 
those documents   Some minor 
changes will be submitted to 
the Representative Council in 
2013 for approval  Some of these 
modifications have to do with the 
membership in general, they will 
provide better ways to serve the 
member-at-large category   Other 
modifications are very minor and 
have to do with the wordings 
of some items to remove 
confusion and possible wrong 
interpretations 

Many other resolutions and 
motions were passed by the 
International Service Board and 
the Representative Council that 
reflect the constant need of 
adjustments to the challenges of 
growth and management   The 
year 2012 was no different than 

the other years and many projects 
such as the upgrading of the UAI 
database are still pending for 
lack of funds   This past year has 
seen only the chartering of one 
local association in the US and 
no associations were chartered 
internationally  However, there 
are certain countries in Africa 
that show promising growth in 
readership and study groups  We 
expect new associations coming 
from those parts of Africa in the 
coming years 

As president I have traveled to 
many countries to help promote 
healthy organizations and 
support to study groups as part 
of our mission   One of those 
trips took me to Haiti where I 
meet many dedicated readers 
associated with good leaders   
Again the lack of financial 
resources those readers are 
facing limit considerably their 

dissemination activities   We 
hope in the near future to provide 
them with the necessary means 
to foster a larger community of 
study groups while increasing the 
number of readers by providing 
more books 

I pray that this report will give 
you a glimpse of what we have 
accomplished together to further 
our mission in the hope that you 
might become a second miler if 
you are not already one 

Enjoy this report, it highlights not 
only what we have accomplished 
but also where we are going 

In spirit of brotherhood

Gaétan G Charland 
President of UAI 2003–2012

Gaetan speaking at the 2012 International Conferemce, Colombia. 
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Vice-President’s Report
…in partneship with God, great things may 
and do, happen  [Paper 132:7 9, page 312 § 5]

Merindi Belarski,  
Vice-President of UAI

Item No. Description Date presented 
/ passed

2012–128 Joint calendar:  RESOLVED that UAI take the lead in negotiating and establishing a 
joint calendar of events for Urantia Foundation, the Urantia Book Fellowship and 
UAI 

January 2012

2012–129 Study Group Chair:  ANNOUNCEMENT that Study Group Chair, Ciao Gabriel, has 
resigned from this position  

February 2012

2012–131 ISB Conference Chair election: Arnie Ondis elected to the position of Conference 
Chair 

February 2012

2012–138 UAI Book Fair Policy: RESOLVED that the UAI Book Fair Policy be adopted  March 2012

2012–139 UAI Guidelines for International Conferences: RESOLVED that the UAI Guidelines for 
International Conferences be adopted  

May 2012

2012–143 2015 IX UAI International Conference: call for proposals for the 2015 International 
conference 

August 2012

2012–144 ISB Study Group Chair election: Bill Beasley elected to the position of Study Group 
Chair 

August 2012

2012–146 UAI Website ad-hoc committee, recommendations: MOVED that the RC approve the 
recommendations put forward by the website ad-hoc committee 

November 2012

2012–147 2013 Annual Fund Budget:  Resolved, the UAI adopt the proposed 2013 UAI Annual 
Fund Budget of $45,576 

December 2012

The Representative Council is made up of all Presidents and Vice-Presidents of UAI National and Local (where 
no National exists) Associations   Full voting members are the National Association representatives; Local 
(where no National exists) Association members do not hold a vote on the council 
The International Representative Council (RC) had another busy year during 2012  
My report below includes a summary of all items presented to the RC  Please contact your National 
representative, or me directly belarski@bigpond com, if you have any questions about any of these items   

In loving service    |     Merindi Belarski, RC Chair
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International Representative Council

Comprised of the Presidents and Vice Presidents of all the national associations 
and acts as the legislative branch of UAI

Kathleen Swadling 
Australia/New Zealand 
(ANZURA) President 

Julian McGarry 
Australia/New Zealand
Vice-President 

Carlos Leite Da Silva 
Brazil
President 

Cesar Paulo Zapello 
Brazil
Vice-President 

Nathen Jansen 
Canada
President 

Line St. Pierre 
Canada
Vice-President 

Wilson Leon 
Columbia
President 

Carlos Zapata 
Columbia
Vice-President 

Tapio Talvitie 
Finland
President 

Seppo Niskanen 
Finland
Vice-President 

Carmelo Martinez
Spain
President 

Jaime Garcia Marco 
Spain
Vice-President

Moussa Ndiaye
Senegal
President 

Mamadou Diagne 
Senegal
Vice-President

Ivan Stol 
France
President 

Lucas Perier
France
Vice-President 

The RC is our deliberative assembly with 
the power to approve policy, budgets, 
and programs of UAI   The sitting 
Presidents and Vice Presidents of the 
National Associations have one vote 
and all elections and resolutions are 
passed by a sixty-percent majority of 
the votes cast  Resolutions that pass are 
announced to the UAI membership and 
are binding on all constituent Local and 
National Associations  

All RC business is conducted via an 
ongoing electronic meeting, and all 
communication is translated into 
three languages—English, French and 
Spanish 

Outgoing Presidents and  
Vice-Presidents

Robert Coenraads ANZURA 
Vice-President to Oct 2011
Nemias Mol Brazil President 
to July 2012
Susana Hutner Brazil 
Vice-President to July 2012
Pio Park UAUS Vice-
President to March 2012
Rene Roman Chile President 
to August 2012
Luis Majuan Chile Vice-
President to August 2012
Tamila Ragimova Columbia 
President to August 2012
Carolina Ninos Columbia 
Vice-President to August 2012
Olga Lopez Molina Spain 
President to May 2012
Eduardo Gonzalez Spain 
Vice-President to May 2012
Dominique Ronfet France 
President to May 2012
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Alfredo Esquivel
Mexico
President 

Jesus Samplablo
Mexico
Vice-President

Michael MacIsaac
Sweden
President 

Jacob Dix
Sweden
Vice-President

Anton Miroschnichenko
Ukraine
President

Gary Rawlings
United Kingdom
President 

Costas Diamantopoulos
United Kingdom
Vice-President

Joel Chongo Mvula
Zambia
President 

Evans Mwale
Zambia
Vice-President

Julio César de la Cruz
Dominican Republic
President 

Jafet Diaz
Dominican Republic
Vice-President

Peep Sõber
Estonia
President 

Karmo Kalda
Estonia
Vice-President

Kim Jinwoog
Korea
President 

Park Gahyang
Korea
Vice-President

Park Pansoo
Korea
Vice-President

Grevet Moyo
Malawi
President 

Brian Mtambo
Malawi
Vice-President

David Linthicum
United States (UAUS)
President 

Chris Wood 
United States (UAUS)
Vice-President

Beatriz Arispe
Andes (Peru)
President 

Lila de Heins
Andes (Peru)
Vice-President 

Carlos Rubinsky
Argentina
President

Horacio Rico
Argentina
Vice-President 

Jean Annet 
Belgium
President

Horacio Gamboa Verdugo
Chile
President 

Lissette Mancilla Asenjo
Chile
Vice-President 

Location of UAI Associations worldwide
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International Service Board

The International Service Board (ISB) 
functions as the executive branch 
and conducts the daily business 
of UAI  The ISB is comprised of a 
governing board and committees 
for Dissemination, Study Groups, 
Education, Communications, 
Translations, Membership, 
Conferences, and Charter and 
Bylaws  ISB members are elected 
by the membership and serve a 
maximum of two consecutive four-
year terms

Gaétan G. Charland, Canada
President
Gaétan executes for the UAI any 
contracts, deeds, mortgages, bonds, 
or other instruments that the 
ISB or the RC has authorized to 
be executed  Gaétan performs all 
duties of the office of President 
and such other duties as may be 
prescribed by the ISB or the RC  
Gaétan heads the Executive
Committee 

Merindi Belarski, Australia
Vice-President
Merindi assists the President in 
the discharge of his duties as the 
President may direct, and performs 
such other duties as from time to 
time may be assigned to her by the 
President, the ISB, or the RC  
Merindi is a member of the 
Executive Committee 

Susan Owen, USA
Secretary
2012 was another busy year for the 
Secretary—a year which included 
providing the minutes from the 
ISB monthly meetings including 
the special meetings for the new 
UAI website; creating a survey and 
providing Day 1 presentations from 
the 2011 UAI Leadership Symposium 
to the attendees; collaborating 
with the Executive Administrator 
on research preliminary to the 
formation of a Governance 
Committee; and close involvement 
in design of the Intranet for the 
new UAI website   
The Secretary’s regular duties 
include assisting the President, 
preparing and distributing ISB 
meeting agendas, providing the ISB 
meeting minutes to the ISB and the 
RC, providing meeting action points 
timely to ISB members, compiling 
the yearly RC meeting minutes, and 
conducting quarter roll calls for the 
online ISB and RC meetings  The 
Secretary also reports yearly to the 
Illinois Secretary of State, assists 
in maintaining all UAI records and 
documents, and is a member of the 
ISB Executive Committee 

Mark Kurtz, USA 
Chief Financial Officer
As CFO, Mark is responsible for the 
maintenance of adequate books 
of account for the UAI and for 
preparation of quarterly financial 

reports to the ISB and the RC  He 
prepares and files the required 
reports related to UAI non-profit 
status, including State of Illinois 
incorporation matters and United 
States IRS  Mark solicits financial 
contributions and seeks to maintain 
communication and good relations 
with donors  Mark is a member of 
the Executive Committee 

Gary Rawlings, UK
Membership Committee Chair
Gary Rawlings worked with other 
members of the ISB to make 
the international conference in 
Colombia a resounding success 
in July  2012   With the duties of 
ensuring that all air tickets that 
were funded by the UAI were 
booked and that all participants had 
their complete flight information 
details to travel to the venue and 
assisted with their travel until they 
arrived at their destination 
Gary is planning to charter a new 
local association in Nigeria and is 
preparing the ground work for this 
to happen now in 2013  and they 
,will then join Senegal, Malawi, and 
Zambia in becoming a member of 
the UAI in Africa  In addition, there 
is a good possibility that a local 
association will be formed also this 
year 
The membership chair receives and 
distributes the applications that are 
submitted by readers through the 

Gaétan G. 
Charland

Merindi Belarski Susan Owen Mark Kurtz Gary Rawlings Verner Verass
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UAI website  These are forwarded 
to the appropriate associations 
to complete their membership 
application, working closely with 
the UAI Executive Administrator, 
Rick Lyon and Michael Berry, 
Membership Chair for the UAUS 
During the period of 2012, 60 
Membership applications were 
received from a number of 
countries with the majority coming 
from the USA  Gary also worked 
with the Dissemination and Study 
Group Chairs of UAI and attended 
each monthly ISB conference call 
Gary was assisted by membership 
committee members Aida Diaz 
from the Dominican Republic for 
South America and the Caribbean  
Anton Miroshnichenko from 
Ukraine for Eastern Europe  and 
Moustapha Ddiaye for Africa 
who are also involved with Gary 
sending out the informative 
original Thoughts to Ponder that 
enables Urantia Book readers to be 
connected on a daily basis to The 
Urantia Book and UAI 

Verner Verass, Australia
Communications Committee Chair
Verner performs the duties of 
the Communications Committee 
which produces the Tidings and 
the UAI Journal newsletters 
and maintains the UAI website, 
www urantia-uai org, the UAI 

Forum, and our Spanish website 
and discussion forum  He also 
produces graphic design work for 
our organization and our events 
and activities  Vern is a member of 
the Executive Committee 

Sheila Keene-Lund, USA 
Education Committee Chair
Sheila performs the duties of the 
Education Committee, finding, 
creating, and distributing Urantia 
related educational materials to 
readers and study groups  Sheila 
is a member of the Executive 
Committee 

Travis Binion, USA 
Charter & Bylaws Committee Chair
Travis reviews and, when 
appropriate, proposes amendment 
of UAI’s Charter and Bylaws in 
order to ensure that governing 
documents are in place to serve 
the needs of the organization, and 
serves as an information resource 
for associations regarding their 
own governing documents 

Bill Beasley, USA
Study Groups Committee Chair
Bill as chair of the Study Group 
Committee, helps readers to 
contact other readers for the 
purpose of finding or forming study 
groups  The UAI Study Group Kit 
and Study Group Directory serve 

to encourage cooperative efforts 
between UAI, Urantia Foundation, 
and the Fellowship  
Bill was elected Study Group Chair 
in August 2012 

Arnie Ondis, USA
Conference Committee Chair
Arnie as head of the Conference 
Committee, helps national and 
local associations with their 
events and with hosting the UAI 
International Conference  
Arnie was elected Conference 
Chair in Fbruary 2012  

Christopher Moseley, UK 
Translations Committee Chair
Chris performs the duties of 
the Translation Committee  
This includes co-ordinating the 
translation of the communications 
of the Representative Council and 
our newsletters as well as other 
forms of communication  
The past year has seen a good 
performance by the selfless 
team of translators who work 
tirelessly behind the scenes to 
provide translations into French, 
Spanish and Portuguese of the 
many documents that need to 
be circulated not only among the 
International Service Board of the 
UAI itself, but also to the National 
Associations in countries that 

Sheila Keene-
Lund

Travis Binion Bill Beasley Arnie Ondis Christopher 
Moseley

Bernie Belarski Rick Lyon

www.urantia-uai.org
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operate with those languages  
They often have to work at short 
notice to get the job done  Chris’ 
part in all this is to act as a conduit 
for all the messages, and check 
the translations as they pass back 
through him 
Not only that, but as mentioned, 
the translators do unremarked 
work in preparing documents that 
are needed by the Representative 
Council  In these cases Chris is not 
directly involved in production  His 
concern is with the everyday work 
of the Board 
Consideration has been given 
to expanding the range of 
languages into which these 
protocol documents are translated 
—Russian, Korean, and the 
other languages of the national 
associations that aren’t already 
covered  So far, though, there 
has not been a call from those 
associations themselves for these 
translations to be provided  If a 
demand is felt at that national 
level, then moves shold be made 
to recruit such translators  The job 
specification, though, calls for rare 
qualities: familiarity with the UAI 
mission, patience, accuracy, speed, 
and enough time available to put 
those qualities into action 
UAI is fortunate to have the 

services of these translators   
During the past year Chris lost the 
excellent services of Olga López for 
translation into Spanish, but she 
has been replaced by the very able 
Carmelo Martinez Zarate  It can’t 
be assumed that Chris will have 
the services of his loyal French and 
Portuguese translators indefinitely 
either, and over the next year it 
will be his job to try and ensure a 
smooth future succession in these 
languages 
With UAI working on a new 
website, the activities of the 
translation team may start to 
branch out into new directions  
Chris doubts that subtle skills 
of translators could ever be 
completely replaced by machine 
translation, no matter how 
sophisticated it has become 
recently, so even well into the age 
of the web-online community they 
will continue to provide a valuable 
service 
Chris provides a vital service to 
facilitate communication and 
understanding among all our 
international association members 
and friends 

Bernie Belarski, Australia
Dissemination Committee Chair
Bernie performs the duties of the 
Dissemination Committee which 

works to bring the book and the 
teachings to all areas of the world  
We do this by working to collect 
funds to purchase and distribute 
books to areas where books are 
expensive or hard to find  Bernie 
processes the reader referrals 
that we receive from Urantia 
Foundation by contacting the 
readers who request contact with 
fellow readers 

Rick Lyon, USA
Executive Administrator
Rick maintains the UAI Central 
Office  The Executive Administrator 
takes care of the day-to-day 
financial needs of UAI by collecting 
contributions and paying the bills  
He maintains monthly records of 
our income and expenses while 
also responding to the many 
email and telephone requests 
for information and assistance 
to readers  The UAI office is often 
the first point of contact for new 
readers  Rick works closely with 
Urantia Foundation to provide 
assistance to the Foundation 
and service to all readers of The 
Urantia Book.

Gaétan chairing an ISB meeting.
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It’s an ambitious service based 
program—to broaden the  the 
reception of the teachings of The 
Urantia Book wordwide—limited 
only by the time, energy, and funding 
supplied by our volunteers and 
contributors  Therefore, it is important 
for us to share with you the many 
opportunities and accomplishments 
of the previous year that resulted from 
your support and the opportunities 
of the coming year that rely on it  
Perhaps the most important tool for 
leadership, for producing teachers 
and leaders of this revelation, and 
for fostering study groups and in-
depth study of The Urantia Book is 
communication  During 2012 the focus 
of our communication continued to be 
leadership, building on the successful, 
inaugural UAI 2011 Leadership 
Symposium  
During 2012, our communication 
focus was teaching  We, as leaders, 
should frequently and regularly 
communicate with our members and 
those that our members serve—the 
readers of The Urantia Book  The 
more we communicate the more 
people will want to be part of what 
we are doing and then step forward 
to do something  When we don’t 
communicate people think nothing 
is happening or that nobody expects 
anything to happen  By sharing 
what we do and what others are 
doing, we motivate people to action 
and leadership  The UAI 2012 world 
conference in Medellin, Colombia, 
focussed on the art of teaching  Let 
us share with you the results of your 

participation and support for UAI 
during the previous year  
We are part of something very big and 
very important  The statement from 
the Publication Mandate says that:
“(You) who have dedicated (your) 
lives to the service of the Book and 
the Brotherhood can little realize the 
import of (your) doings. (You) will 
doubtless live and die without fully 
realizing that (you) are participating 
in the birth of a new age of religion on 
this world. 
We continued the energy that the 
Leadership Symposium created 
and observed it in action with our 
association in Colombia as they hosted 
the 2012 UAI International conference  
UAI Executive administrator, Rick Lyon 
shared his report on the event 
I think “spectacular” is a good word to 
describe the Colombia conference.  I 
have asked several people what are the 
high points and they say  “the people 
of Colombia.”  At conferences it is the 
topic, presentations, and workshops 
that bring us together but it is the 
people we share the event with that we 
remember and miss when it is over.  
Yesterday we wrapped things up and 
people are now heading home and 
to the airport.  Any fears of visiting 
Colombia I assure you were not 
justified as we have been greeted by 
nothing but the warmest of welcomes 
by everyone from taxi drivers to hotel 
staff and people on the street and, of 
course, from all our Urantia family that 
came to this event. Beautiful country 
and beautiful people.   

We visited a park where there was a 
small outdoor musical play. As those 
in the play interacted with us they 
heard about Urantia. Three of the 
actors approached us afterwards asking 
for information about the book.  The 
knowledge and teachings of the book 
seem to be shared very openly in South 
America and there is a great interest 
and hunger for it.   
I heard that 10 years ago there were 
6 readers in Colombia. This week they 
hosted an event of 150 readers from 
21 countries.  We had several fine 
presentations about teaching and 
the workshops received high marks 
from those attending. The workshop 
I was in was one of the best that I 
have participated in so far and I have 
been privileged to be in some pretty 
good ones. We had fun and great and 
valuable social times together but we 
also conducted business that can only 
be facilitated by face-to-face meetings. 
Good work was accomplished. We talk 
about building the Urantia reader 
community  and I have come to 
realize that these events are extremely 
important in that process. The teachers 
and leaders of this revelation, especially 
those from South America, have been 
re-energized and strengthened by their 
participation in  this conference and 
have been encouraged and excited 
by the presence of UAI and Urantia 
Foundation leadership who love them 
enough to travel long distances to 
support them.   
During the next few weeks you will see 
pictures posted to the websites, emails 
from attendees, and Journal and Tidings 

UAI Update

Activities for the year ended 31 December 2012 
based upon the eight committees of the ISB



14 UAI Annual Report 2012 UAI Update

One of the most 
important lessons 
to be learned 
during your 
mortal career is 
teamwork  

[Paper 28:5, page 312 § 1]

articles about this wonderful event. 
Personally, I loved it! Well planned and 
well executed. The close out meeting 
where we reviewed what problems 
arose and what could have been done 
better was pretty short and we continue 
to learn from this process.  Hopefully 
this experience will inspire the other 
associations of South America to host 
many local, regional, and national 
associations. Urantia Association 
of Argentina announced their first 
national conference is being planned 
and the date has been set.  Watch for 
more information on that.  The Urantia 
Association of the United Kingdom/
Ireland is hosting a national event this 
coming August in Ireland.  Who would 
not want to go to that? 
I want to once again extend our thanks 
to the people of Colombia for their love 
and friendship during out stay here.  We 
congratulate the Urantia Association of 
Colombia and the local associations in 
Barranquilla, Bogota, Medellin, and ele 
Cafetero for their planning and hosting 
of this event.  
I know it takes time and money to 
attend these events but let me assure 
you that this is money and time well 
spent.  Not only for what you get from 
the event but what you give to all 
those attending the event.  Our next 
UAI international conference will be 
in 2015 (although there will be many 
local, regional, and national conferences 
before then)  we encourage you to start 
today to begin setting aside the money 
to attend the UAI 2015 Urantia World 

Event. Today you may regret not going to 
Colombia.  Don’t let that happen to you 
in 2015. 
UAI President Gaétan Charland was in 
touch with the Urantia Associations 
of Chile, Haiti, Korea and has shared 
dissemination ideas with their 
respective presidents  He also has 
accompanied Urantia Foundation 
President Mo Siegel on trips to meet 
readers and promote study groups in 
the USA 
Vice President Merindi Belarski 
serves as the Chairperson of the 
Representative Council conducting 
the RC business and meetings  She 
maintains an interactive reporting 
form that has greatly facilitated the 
reporting of association status and 
activities to the ISB and RC  
Bart Gibbons as Assistant Chief 
Financial Officer to Mark Kurtz has 
become familiar with UAI accounts 
and is ready to assume the role of CFO 
when Mark’s tenure is completed in 
early 2013  Bart is a CPA and is well 
qualified to serve in this capacity  Bart 
helped our CFO to revise our Chart of 
Accounts and our Financial Position 
and Income Statements  Mark Kurtz 
submitted the annual budget to 
the RC for approval  The budget is 
reflective of our expecting income 
from contributions rather than the 
desired expenditure for projects and 
association support  The RC passed 
this budget  Another CFO project is 
the development of an Endowment 
Fund to provide for the long term 

growth and financing of UAI activities  
An Endowment Fund provides for the 
preservation of financial resources for 
stability while providing income for 
operations  Such a fund also gives us 
the ability to accept funds, properties, 
or materials bequeathed to us by the 
estates of members and friends of UAI  
Bernie Belarski from Australia, 
Chairmanship of the UAI Dissemination 
Committee is continuing efforts to 
develop programs for the young readers 
in the Urantia community  
Bill Beasley joined the ISB board as 
Study Group Chair in August 2012 and 
brings a wealth of experience in the 
Urantia community with him  Previous 
Study Group Chair, James Woodward, 
provides valuable service as an advisor 
to the ISB and is currently serving as the 
Chairman of the administration team 
for the Study Group Directory   
Arnie Ondis as the UAI Conference 
Committee Chairman is busy with 
planning for the 2014 Study Group 
Symposiun to be held in July at Techny 
Towers, Chicago  Arnie is also planning 
for and considering candidates to host 
the 2015 International Conference 
For the third year in a row, the 
ISB met with the General Council 
of the Fellowship in October at 
Urantia Foundation  Opportunities 
for cooperation were discussed as 
the mission of each organisation is 
fostering growth of the teachings of 
The Urantia Book  

ASSOCIATIONINTERNATIONAL®
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Revelation of God to man. The Urantia Book, first 

published in 1955 by Urantia Foundation, provides 

information about the origin, history, and destiny 

of mankind. It is richly detailed with scientific and 

historical information that integrates science and 

religion. Its 2097 pages are organized in 196 papers 

that explain our personal relationship with God and 

our importance as individual cosmic citizens, in a vast 

universe of universes. The Urantia Book is a guide for 

teaching friendship with God. 

“Of all human knowledge, that which is of greatest 

value is to know the religious life of Jesus and how he 

lived it.” [The Urantia Book, Paper 196:1, p. 2090:4]
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Dissemination
• Received and forwarded reader 

referrals to our local associations for 
contact  

• Added four people to this committee 
to help with contacting At-Large 
reader referrals  

• Produced Book Fair Policy to guide 
us in our participation or support of 
such events  

• Procedures for Prison Inmate 
Response Team (PIRT) were modified 
to streamline the delivery of books to 
inmates  

Study groups
• The Study Group Directory now in 

place serving the entire worldwide 
Urantia study group community at 
urantiastudygroup org

• An administrative team maintains 
the Directory and comprises three 
members of UAI, Urantia Foundation, 
and the Fellowship  

• Responses were made to several 
requests from individuals about 
finding study groups or reader 
contact 

• All readers encouraged to form or 
participate in study groups 

Membership
• Received several UAI membership 

online applications 
• More interactive online membership 

application was implemented  
• Aida Diaz and Anton Miroshnichenko 

continue to serve as members of this 
committee  

• Ongoing coordination of 
Dissemination, Study Groups, and 
Membership committees in the 
development of UAI associations  

• Encouraged all association to add 
a membership committee to their 
association leadership  

Conferences
• The 2012 UAI international conference 

hosted by the Urantia Association of 
Colombia in Medellin was a huge 
success  

• Conference Policy and Guide for 
UAI conferences and events was 
produced  

• Planning for The 2014 UAI Study 
Group Syposium commenced 

Education
• Istvan Hargitai continues to serve on 

the Education Committee
• Prepared and made available, 

educational materials for the Study 
Group Portal and UAI website  

Charter and Bylaws 
• Investigated possibility of creating 

“Governance Committee” for ISB 
•  The Chair position for this 

committee was not filled because 
this committee is deemed to have 
completed it’s purpose for UAI  

•  Travis Binion, former chairman of this 
committee, remains as an advisor to 
the ISB and acts as a Parliamentarian 
for the board  

Communications:
• Work progressed on the much-

needed upgrade to the UAI Website  
The $7,200 budgeted for this project 
was augmented with an additional 
$5,000 to cover the Intranet which 
had to be quantified  Rene Ertzinger 
of Radianze, was contracted in 
January 2012 to build the website 
with its Social Network providing 
facebook-like interactivity extended 
in the form of an associated Global 
Network—a place for every county in 
the world to be represented 

• Team comprising Mike Bain, Scott 
Brooks, and Rick Lyon, worked on 
upgrading the UAI membership 
database 

• Meredith Van Woert’s team of UAI list 
and Forum moderators, Dan Foster, 
Nigel Nunn, Bill Martin, and Paul 
Tseker continue their valued service  

• Produced the UAI 2011 Annual Report
• Federico Folchi continues to serve 

Communications Committee as 
editor of Tidings  Carlos Rubinsky is 
the Assistant Editor 

• Suzanne Kelly continues to serve 
as editor of UAI Journal and Sherry 
Layton is Assistant Editor  Suzanne 
is working to contact former 
subscribers to the Journal to discuss 
renewal of their subscription  

• Nigel Nunn is the Moderator for 
the UAI English Forum  The Spanish 
Forum is led by Luis Herrera and 
Carlos Rubinsky  The French Forum 
is hosted by our association “French 
Association of Readers of The Urantia 
Book ” 

• Scott Brooks, continues to serve 
as UAI Website Administrator, has 
implemented security measures to 
prevent problems with hacking  

Translations
• Ongoing translation of the Study 

Group Directory 
• Translated many messages for the RC, 

ISB, and the Central Office  
• Translators provided translation for 

Tidings and Journal  
• Translation team: Finnish—Seppo 

Kanerva; French—Jean Annet, 
Alain Cyr, Jean Royer, Line St-Pierre; 
Portuguese—Ricardo Machado; 
Spanish—Olga Lopez, Federico Folchi; 

UAI office
• Worked with Urantia Association 

of Colombia to help produce the 
2012 UAI international conference in 
Medellin, Colombia  

• Continued work to upgrade the UAI 
database   The virus attack of 2011 
has damaged the database and 
some associations have begun to 
use their own database rather than 
this tool provided for them by UAI   

• Completed work on drafting a 
proposal to replace the former 
Charter & Bylaws committee with a 
governance committee   

• Investigated alternative methods 
of fund raising to support UAI 
activities 

• Considerable time was spent 
working with the Communications 
Committee and website developer 
on the new UAI website 

• Implemented a new method of 
processing reader referrals to 
significantly reduce our response 
time to reader requests for contact 

• Attended licensing ceremony for 
Urantia Association of Los Angeles

• Attended installation of new 
officers for Urantia Brotherhood of 
Arizona 

• Worked with CFO to set up UAI 
Endowment Fund

• Focused on communication with 
leaders, members, and readers  

• Produced and mailed annual fund 
raising letter   Investigated using 
free Business Reply Mail permit 

• Participated in review of UAI 
Charter and Bylaws 

A

Conference Manual Overview

Comprehensive Guidebook 

for Conference Organizers

Conference Manual
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2012 Financial Report

Statement of Activities-Income and Expense 
For the Full Year 2012; January-December

Income (in United States dollars) $

Ordinary contributions 104,846

Earned income 158

Dividends and interest 321

Other; collected cash fees for associations, forwarded 495

Total Income 105,820

Expenses $

Program services 59,640

Administration services 21,739

ISB general operations (includes funds transferred to permanent endowment) 35,728

Total Expenses 117,107

Change in Net Assets -11,287
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Statement of Financial Position as of December 31, 2012  
(The Balance Sheet)

Assets $

Cash (in United States dollars) 63,268

Liabilities none

Equity
$

Year beginning Fund Balance 74,555

Net income (loss) -11,287

Total Equity (yearend Fund Balance) 63,268

Comment

UAI assets include the following restricted accounts: $

Conference Fund 20,005

Conference Sponsorship Fund 4,545

Global Seeding Fund 3,428

Total Restricted Funds Balance 27,978
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UAI Publications

Keeping members informed 
with articles and news of 
activities from countries  
around the world 

UAI 
produces 
Tidings and Journal, 
two excellent publications to 
communicate to a growing 
international readership and to 
help keep us connected 

The UAI Journal provides in-depth 
and thought provoking articles 
on topics found in The Urantia 
Book. It is a great resource for 
all who wish to gain a greater 
understading of the concepts 
presented 

Tidings features good news about 
UAI activities—experiences 
shared between the members 
of the various associations 
worldwide  

Together they are an important 
barometer on the current growth 
of the Urantia teachings 

Journal Tidings
ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONAL

®

JOURNALhttp://urantia-uai.org/ Vol. 19, No. 1  January 2012 

 1 Why we struggle
Dr. James H. Perry, Usa

 2 Editorial
sUzanne Kelly, Usa

5 Muslims and Christians
moUstaPHa nDiaye, senegal

 8 The Urantia Revelatory Process
Denver Pearson, Usa/Costa riCa

 14 The Logic of Theism
sCot t BrooK s, USA

 16 Expanding Leaders and Teachers
tonia Baney, USA

I n  Th I s  I s s u e

®|Registered trademark of Urantia Foundation. Used pursuant to license.

All the articles express the opinions of their individual authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of UAI as an organization.

Continued on page 3

As we view life with its vicissitudes, 
we see the spectacle of interminable struggle. 
the butterfly struggles as it emerges from its 
cocoon a thing of beauty for us to behold. why 

does the butterfly have to struggle? we are given these 
significant truths: 

Your anxieties and sorrows, your trials and 
disappointments, are just as much a part of the 

divine plan on your sphere as are the exquisite 
perfection and infinite adaptation of all things 
to their supreme purpose on the worlds of the 
central and perfect universe [Paper 23:2, page 

257:11].

The universe of your origin is being forged out between 
the anvil of justice and the hammer of suffering; but 
those who wield the hammer are the children of mercy, 
the spirit offspring of the Infinite Spirit [Paper 9:1, page 

100:2].

The greatest affliction of the cosmos is never to 
have been afflicted. Mortals only learn wisdom by 
experiencing tribulation [Paper 48:7, page 556:14].

we do understand that struggle is a part of the 
divine plan for our lives and thus becomes a necessity. 

All mortal creatures living within the present 
sphere of the supreme share his partial completeness, 
and this can only completed by obeying the father’s 
eternal command to be perfect even as he is perfect. 

Why We Struggle

Dr. James H.  Perry

USA

On higher universe levels, the stimulus of enforced 
struggle is not needed, as these beings understand the 
nature of struggle and voluntarily embrace it. But not 
so on the lower universe levels such as ours. we are told 
that the world is not to be regarded as an enemy; that the 
circumstances of life constitute a divine dispensation work-
ing along with the children of God [Paper 140:8, page 1579:5]. 
As we reflect on the varied and difficult circumstances 
of life, we ponder such a statement of truth and wonder 
why. The mystery begins to partially unravel with this 
nugget:  
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As we reflect on the 
varied and difficult 

circumstances of life, 
we ponder…
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JOURNALhttp://urantia-uai.org/ Vol. 19, No. 2  April 2012 

 1 The Search for Perfection: the Quest for the Grail
Marc Belleau, canada

 2 Editorial
Suzanne Kelly, uSa

6 The Divine Perfection Plans
dorothy J. elder, uSa

 7 The Second Mile—the Challenge, 
the Message, the Way
dorothy J. elder, uSa

9 Survival of the Subnormal Mind
ricK lyon, uSa

15 Truth, Beauty and Goodness In The 
Urantia Book, Chapter 5 ~ Love
ricK Warren, uSa

16 “It begins with Giving….”
lou nicK Sic, uSa

I n  Th I s  I s s u e

®|Registered trademark of Urantia Foundation. Used pursuant to license.

All the articles express the opinions of their individual authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of UAI as an organization.

Continued on page 3

I recall having, at a certain period of 
my life, discussions with my friends on the defini-
tion of perfection. We concluded that it consists in 
possessing the totality of knowledge and experience. 

i retained this definition until i read The Urantia Book, 
which, need i say, constantly refers to the attainment of 
perfection. This concept is a main topic for thought in 
regard to the fifth epochal revelation. it is important 
to well understand it so as to set forth the mechanisms 
that will allow us to respond to our celestial fathers’ 
invitation, “Be you perfect even as I am perfect.” What 
does this mean for us who live on Urantia? This article 
is a reflection on the search for perfection within our 
evolutionary status as incarnated beings. 

i will begin by disproving the definition i supplied. 
perfection cannot be the acquisition of total knowledge 
and experience. god is infinite—and thus has no limit—

and this means that we can never extinguish 
his divine creative potential; we will never fully 
know him, and he will always have something 
new and exciting for us to discover. it is a bit like 
walking towards the horizon, seeing a glimpse 
but never reaching it. We will always know more 
about god but never in totality.

Urantia mortals can hardly hope to be perfect in the 
infinite sense, but it is entirely possible for human 
beings, starting out as they do on this planet, to attain 
the supernal and divine goal which the infinite God 
has set for mortal man; and when they do achieve this 
destiny, they will, in all that pertains to self-realization 
and mind attainment, be just as replete in their sphere 

The Search for Perfection: 
the Quest for the Grail

Marc Belleau

Canada

of divine perfection as God himself is in his sphere 
of infinity and eternity. Such perfection may not be 
universal in the material sense, unlimited in intellectual 
grasp, or final in spiritual experience, but it is final 
and complete in all finite aspects of divinity of will, 
perfection of personality motivation, and God-
consciousness. [Paper 1:05.5, page 22:2] 
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It is a bit like walking 
towards the horizon, 
seeing a glimpse but 

never reaching it. 
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D e a r  f e l l ow  s t u d e n t s  o f  T h e 
Urantia Book, I wish to extend a warm welcome 
to the VIII uaI urantia Book International 
Conference. 

Bienvenidos a todos, welcome everybody, Bienvenue, 
Boas Vindas, dobro pozalovat.

It is not by accident that this eighth Conference 
is taking place in the south american continent, in this 
nation of Colombia and in this beautiful city of Medellin. 
we feel privileged to be the organizers of this Conference 
and to have the responsibility to receive people as special 

as all of you are; the readers of The Urantia Book. 
we have made every effort possible to ensure that 
all of us enjoy this wonderful event, in order so 
that these days which we will be sharing with the 
urantia family, may become an important place 
in our lives.

as background, we can recall that since 1996 
there have been seven world Conferences organized by the 
urantia association International, which took place in the 
following countries.

UAI INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Congress No. Year City Country

1 1996 Nashville, TN USA

2 1998 Helsinky FINLAND

3 2000 Staton Island, NY USA

4 2002 Dordan FRANCE

5 2004 Chicago IL USA

6 2006 Sydney AUSTRALIA

7 2009 Málaga SPAIN

8 2012 Medellín COLOMBIA

Welcome to the 8th 
International Conference

Tamila Ragimova

Colombia

This morning we had the opportunity to meet and 
share with the delegations of the 20 countries participat-
ing in the Conference and we were pleased with the wide 
participation of urantia Book readers.

the organizing Committee of the eighth 
International Conference worked hard for over one 

Tamila Ragimova – URANCOL President, Colombia 
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…opportunity to 

meet and share with 
the delegations of 

the 20 countries 
participating…
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Gaétan G. Charland
Paul Mathews

Carlos Leite Da Silva
Mike MacIsaac
Will Sherwood

Gaétan Charland
Share Beasley

Rick Lyon
Horacio Gamboa

President’s Message
Argentina´s First National Congress
New Board for UAB
Europe Conference in Berlin
Los Angeles Mini-Conference
Visit to Chile
Jesus Birthday at Tampa
Speak up for The Urantia Book
Our bodies
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 1 The Lucifer Rebellion Adjudication Time Frame
ChuCk ThursTon , usA

 2 Editorial
suzAnne kelly, usA

8 The Art of Teaching Truth
sheil A keene-lund, usA

9 Jesus’ Pedagogy
MArgAriTA MAríA niño Torres, ColoMbiA

11 Teachings of Jesus and Teachings about Jesus
ChrisTopher Moseley, uniTed kingdoM

15 The Common Goal of Love
Jennifer MArTin, usA

17 We are what we teach
WilliAM WenT WorTh, AusTr AliA
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Introduction

Much uncertainty and significant 
differences of opinion exist among Urantia 
Book readers over the question of caligastia's 
continuing career on our world. some even 

believe that the Lucifer rebellion has already been 
adjudicated, and that caligastia and daligastia no 
longer exist.

i think it is very important that we examine 
this issue in the light of the teachings that are 
provided in The Urantia Book. Those of us who 
uphold the urantia revelation as the best and final 
authority on this matter should do all we can to 
work toward a common understanding.

as we shall see, the authors of The Urantia 
Book are warning us very clearly that caligastia and 
daligastia are going to be around for a long time to come. 
The universe policies that justify this state of affairs are 
carefully explained. Because the rebels refuse to recognize 
the judgment against them, the adjudication cannot be 
completed until aLL sympathy comes to an end, including 
on the mortal level.

But if this universe rebel against the reality of truth and 
goodness refuses to approve the verdict, and if the guilty 
one knows in his heart the justice of his condemnation but 
refuses to make such confession, then must the execution 
of sentence be delayed in accordance with the discretion 
of the Ancients of Days. And the Ancients of Days refuse to 
annihilate any being until all moral values and all spiritual 
realities are extinct, both in the evildoer and in all related 
supporters and possible sympathizers.” [Paper 54:3.3, page 
615:5] emphasis added.

The Lucifer Rebellion 
Adjudication Time Frame

“Be as wise as serpents...” said Jesus

ChuCk ThursTon 
USA

Our universe administrators are very aware of 
the human suffering that is caused by the presence and 
influence of rebel beings, but there is no short term fix for 
rebellion. the abrogation of free will would only make 
matters worse.
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…adjudication cannot 
be completed until ALL 
sympathy comes to an 

end, including on the 
mortal level.
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Gaétan G. Charland
Kathleen Swadling

Jorge Wilczyk
Sheila Keene-Lund
María José García

Susan Owen

President’s Message
Anzura´s Annual Conference 2012
How I spread the concepts of TUB
Visit to Chile
The Universal Father in our lives
A report on LA Mini Conference and UALA

2
3
5
6
7
8

® Registered trademark of Urantia Foundation. Used pursuant to license.

A
ur

or
a 

bo
re

al
is

 p
ho

to

®
from Associations around Urantia

ASSOCIATI
ON

INTERNATI
ONAL

®

JOURNAL
http://ur

antia-ua
i.org/

Vol. 20,
 No. 1 

 Februa
ry 2013 

 1 Meditation in The Urantia Book: Jesus Style

Peter Holley, USA

 2 Editorial

SUzAnne Kelly, USA

12 Restoring the lost son to his Father’s house  

(and heart)

SHerry lAy ton, USA

14 A vision of the celestial importance of study groups

CHArleS lAUrenCe oliveA, CAnAdA

16 Truth, Beauty, Goodness and Worship

riCK WArren, USA
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Words change their meaning

The Urantia Book tells us that Jesus 

meditated—a lot! What it doesn’t say is that 

the word “meditation” has evolved away from its 

original meaning during the years following the 

revelation’s final inditing in the mid-1930s. such evolution 

of words was, of course, anticipated by the revelators, who 

tell us that the expression of religion “must be restated every 

time the dictionary of human language is revised.” 

[Paper 99:1, page 1087:3] likewise, the meaning of 

each affected teaching needs to be renewed when 

necessary.
the problem with changed words is that 

they can give us an altered picture if we aren’t 

careful. the fact that Jesus used and taught 

meditation as a means to communicate with one’s 

Thought adjuster makes it vitally important for 

us to understand what is meant, if, as The urantia 

Book states on the last page, the “great challenge 

to modern man is to achieve better communication 

with the divine Monitor that dwells within the human mind.” 

[Paper 196:3, page 2097:2]

a dictionary contemporary with the reception of the 

finalized urantia Papers (as later originally published in 

The Urantia Book) provides the following definition of the 

word “meditation”: close or continued thought, the turning 

or revolving of a subject in the mind, serious contemplation; 

mental reflection; often specifically, thought devoted to 

religious subjects.1

The type of “meditation” often associated with eastern 

religions, which requires an altered state of consciousness, 

had not at that time migrated into the dictionary. It became 

Meditation in 

The Urantia Book: 

Jesus Style

Peter Holley 

USA

a secondary definition of “meditation” sometime after Yogi 

Paramhansa Yogananda came to the West and brought 

about what has been called a religious revolution with the 

1946 publication of his book, autobiography of a Yogi. 

Yet a look at a 1955 desk dictionary shows that the more 

intellectually passive type of meditation had not even 

appeared by The Urantia Book’s publication date. Neither 

is it included in my 1982 “College” dictionary. some 

modern dictionaries, however, now place it as the preferred 

definition. The following definition of the intransitive use 

of the verb is from an online dictionary: 
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“meditation”: close or 

continued thought, the 

turning or revolving of 

a subject in the mind, 

serious contemplation; 

mental reflection; 

often specifically, 

thought devoted to 

religious subjects.
№ 58  January-February 2013

urantia association international  http://urantia-uai.org

Gaétan G. CharlandVerner VerassRick LyonGaétan G. CharlandMicahel MacIsaac

President’s MessageUnderstanding the Nature of an Emergency Measure

UAI Central Office Service Report

My trip to HaitiKansas City Conference
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Dear Reader Friend,

Urantia has been given a wonderful revelatory upgrade 
for humanity—The Urantia Book contains guidance and 
instruction to increase potential for each benefiting 
reader to recognize the Father  UAI is poised to help 
fellow Urantians find new truth from this book through 
activities and projects  We could always use your 
volunteer time and financial support to put power into 
program and mission effort 

UAI intends to serve all Urantians on all continents 
through leadership development and outreach  The 
Leadership 2011 symposium was a major event in the 
overall Urantian effort to empower mankind’s response 
to Revelator instruction and gifting of this book we 
readers cherish  A unique and friendly experience as 
people who came to Chicago attested  Clarification of the 
past and a vision for the future underpinned its success  
People made new friends and discoved new talents 
through study and shared techniques, equipping them 
to follow through on their inspiration to “go into all the 
world,” as the Master instructed before his ascension 

Power for success must come from spiritual resources 
within self and from material resources  Funds are 
needed to finance the leadership program now that 
the value of the symposium is established  To aid 
those persons of lesser resources to attend, share, 

Donor Support Underpins our Mission

and be inspired to serve as leaders in their respective 
associations  Contributions go towards venue rental, 
transportation, supplies, fees, plus aid for those who need 
funds to travel 

The Annual Fund is always a good support concept as 
it funds the normal operations for UAI Central Office 
and other normal monthly expenses  Increased funding 
allows increased capability  The office is a central focal 
point for UAI contact and communication for all national 
and local associations as we attempt to stay in contact 
and in coordination for operations 

I would be pleased on behalf of the ISB and all 
associations if individuals, corporations, foundations and 
associations, would increase financial commitment and 
aid  Many persons listed in this report have been faithful 
with regular monthly contributions by credit card and 
PayPal  We would like in 2013–14 to triple the number of 
monthly contributors so that ongoing support is affirmed 
in increasing UAI empowerment in mission 

Please consider regular donations or a sustaining 
substantial gift  Use the form below for convenience 

In the spirit of brotherhood, 
Gaétan Charland 
President UAI

Yes, count me in! 

Name                                                                                                              

I authorize regular monthly charges of US $                                to my credit/debit card ( Visa / MC / AmEx)

A/C #                                                                                                             Exp  date                                                

Name appearing on card                                                                                                                                            

Signature                                                                                                         Date                                                      

I choose to send a check $                                                 

Please help us maintain up-to-date records:

Address                                                                                                                                                                        

City                                                                State/Prov                                   Postal Code                                         

Phone                                                              Email                                                                                                     

Clip and send with your support donation:

Mail this form with payment to:
Urantia Association International
559 West Diversey Parkway #351 
Chicago, IL 60614 USA – 60614-7640

!
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Name Country
Holly Arvanites USA
Australia and New Zealand 
Urantia Association 
(ANZURA)

Australia/
New 

Zealand
Lee Armstrong USA
Jean Ascher Denmark
Steve and Tonia Baney USA
Bernie and Merindi Belarski Australia
Michael Berry USA
Travis and Gail Binion USA
Deborah Bowser USA
Scott Brooks USA
Doug Cable USA
Stephen Caruso USA
Danny and Mary Casko USA
Gaetan and Line Charland Canada
Victoria Clark USA
Ernest and Lois Clement USA
Janet Cote USA
Ron Craig USA
Sherie Crosby USA
Alain Cyr Canada
Janet Falbo USA
Bob Davis USA
Robert Ezri Canada
Finland Urantia Association Finland
Lea Fishburn USA
Archer Ford USA
Clermont Fortier Canada
French Association of 
Readers of The Urantia Book 
(AFFLU) 

France

Polly Friedman USA
Gestion Charland-Lessard 
Inc 

Canada

Ellen Gaynor USA
Georgia Gleaves USA
Jean Paul Gormann Canada
Chris Gravel Canada
Greater Lake Michigan 
Urantia Association (GLMUA)

USA

Michael Guibeault Canada

Name Country
Rita Gum USA
Istvan Hargitai USA
Katharine J  Harries USA
F  Norman Harvey USA
Eric Hopper Canada
Idaho Urantia Association USA
Nathen Jansen Canada
Richard Jernigan USA
Jesusonian Foundation USA
Cathy Jones USA
Richard Keeler USA
Franklin King USA
Lynn King Canada
David & Marilyn Kulieke USA
Mark and Karen Kurtz USA
Mark Labine USA
Marcel Laporte Canada
Svetlana Lambrino USA
Guy Laurin Canada
Gladys Leight USA
David and Cherie Linthicum USA
Isaac Little USA
Olga Lopez Spain
Rick Lyon USA
Julian McGarry Australia
Harry and Alice Mcknight USA
Bill Martin USA
Jerry Miller USA
Richard Mogannan USA
Pat Murnin USA
Steffani Murray USA
James Nelson USA
Daniel O’Connor USA
Dan O’leary USA
Ohio Students of Urantia 
Book

USA

Ed and Susan Owen USA
William Page USA
David Pearce USA
James Perry USA
Rebecca Picou USA

Name Country
PPC Charitable Foundation USA
Margaret Pyle USA
Association du Quebec Canada
Gary Rawlings Wales
Rhonda Richardson USA
Andrew Rux USA
Reynold Sawatzky USA
Nick Scalzo USA
Rita Schaad Australia
Lawrence Schkade USA
Mo Siegel USA
Patricia Snyder USA
William Spaulding USA
Urantia Association Spain Spain
Henry Stolz Canada
Southwest Urantia Readers 
Family

USA

Trevor and Kathleen 
Swadling

Australia

Phil Taylor USA
Preston Thomas USA
Les Tibbals USA
Al Turnbo USA
Urantia Association United 
States (UAUS)

USA

Verner Verass Australia
Will Vernard USA
Virginia/Carolina Readers 
Association

USA

Marli Von Stutterheim USA
Dave Wagstaff USA
Betty Lou Wallace USA
Kathy Wanenmacher USA

Rick Warren USA

Washington State Urantia 
Association

USA

Patricia Watson USA
Faith Weidner, MD USA
William Wentworth Australia
Mike Wood USA
James Woodward USA

Financial Contributors to UAI
In appreciation for their support for UAI and our activities, we wish to recognize the following contributors to 
UAI during 2010  Your financial support helped us to provide study group kits, publish the UAI Journal and Tidings, 
host our website and forums, provide books to study groups and readers, provide tools and resources to our 
associations, send representatives to visit readers and associations, and the other dissemination projects of UAI  
Thank you!
Names posted with permission. Not all contributors are listed
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